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ANNE, R. 

W Hereas , we are fully JenJible 
f the Fidelity and Loyalty 
of John Ker, of Kerfland Efy 
and of the Services he hath performed 
to Us , and Our Government: W e 
therefore grant him this Our Royal 
Leave and Licence , to keep Compa¬ 
ny and jdjfociate himfelf with fuch as 
are dif affected to Us and Our Go¬ 
vernment , in fuch fFiay or Manner 
as he Jhall judge mojl for Our Ser¬ 
vice. Given under Our Royal Hand 
at Our Cajlle of Windfor, the jth of 

July 1707, and of Our Reign the 
Sixth Tear . 
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John Ker, of KerJJand 

in North Britain Efq; 

CONTAI NING 

His Secret Tranfactions and Negotiations in 
Scotland , England , the Courts of Vienna y 
Hanover , and other Foreign Parts. 

WITH 

An Account of the Rife and Progrefs of the Oftend 
Company in the Shift nan Netherlands. 


Published by Himfelf. 


We fbould not regard any of our Fellout-Subjetts as Whigs or 
Tories: But Jhouldmake the Man of Merit our Friend, and 
the Villain our Enemy . 

Addison’s Speft. N° 125. 


LONDON: 

Printed in the Year M.dcc.xxvi. 
























T O T H E 

Right Honourable 

Sir ROBERT WALPOLE. 

A M at Length, Sir, prevailed 
upon through the Importuni¬ 
ty of all that know me to Pub- 
liih thefe Memoirs, wherein 
I have been obliged perhaps to 
take too particular Notice ol lome Perfons * 
of Honour and Diftindtion, for Coherence 
fake only, without which the Narration 
would not be fo very plain and intelligi¬ 
ble ; and if herein 1 have offended, it is 
what I could not avoid without either 
omitting or tranfgreffing the Truth, which 
I have told more freely, of my felf, than 
any Body elfe. 

My 
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M y inviolable Attachment to th Ha* 
Mover Succeffion and Revolution Principles, 
wherein I was Educated, prevailed with 
me to do many Things in Favour of that 
Intereft, which I am now fenlible were 
not altogether compatible with my Du¬ 
ty, either to God or my Country ; for 
though at that time I firmly believed the 
Prefervation of our Religion and Liber¬ 
ties depended upon Eftabliffiing the Suc¬ 
ceffion in that Line, which there was no 
other way to Effect but by the U n i- 
o n. Yet I have fince diicovered fo much 
of the Artifice of Man intermixed there¬ 
with, that it was next to an Impoffibility 
to ain Concert with a Prefervation of 
* the Aftor’s Integrity. 

No doubt I have difgufted the German 
Minifters; and perhaps l’ome carping Cri- 
ticks, who love Foreigners better than 1 do, 
will fay, I have been too levere upon 
them; and ten to one will objeft, that if I 
had been better ufed I had been ftill filent, 
and that the ill Treatment I received from 
them hath prompted me to what may 
lock like Refentment. 


It 
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It is true, Human Nature is fubjed 
to Flattery, and is often blinded with Self- 
In tere ft ; and tor my part, 1 have no Pre¬ 
tences to Perfection, but I declare it is the 
Height of my Ambition to be ienhble, 
when I depart from my Duty, and to 
make all the Acknowledgment I can. 


It is natural for every Man to vindi¬ 
cate and defend himfelf, if poffible; and 
I know no other way to do it, than by 
telling real Matters of Fad ; and only 
fuch as I know, without the lead Partia¬ 
lity in my Oblervations; and upon a fe- 
rious Perufal of which, it will be found, 
that I have not charged any Man unjuft- 
ly. Neverthelefs, having in a particular 
manner been moft notoriously afperled 
my felf, for laying the Foundation of the 
Emperor’s Eaft-lndia Company , I think my 
felf obliged to fet Things in a fair Light, 
and have therefore fubjoined a full Ac¬ 
count of that new Settlement, demonftra- 
ting, that there was Pains enough taken 
to prevent the Damages we are like to 
fuffer from it ('though to no purpofe) the 
Gentlemen of our Eafl-Indta, Company re- 
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je&ing my Propofals for Rcafons beft 
known to themlelves, which I wifh may 
be good. I pretend not to teach them 
their Duty ; to correct or prefcribe Laws 
to them : But they muft not take it ill, if 
I endeavour to convince the Publick, that 
my Negotiations therein w 7 ere well meant; 
and if any Thing had been done amifs, 
even That by the Methods I propofed 
might have tended to their Advantage. 9 

One Thing I can anfwer for, which 
all who know me will allow, that Money 
was never my Matter ; it was never the 
molt powerful Argument to prevail with 
me, nor any Motive or Conlideration 
whatfoever either to approve or conceal 
what fome People have done to the Preju¬ 
dice and Difhonour of Great-Britain. 

The Inconveniencies which attend 
moft Authors, might have juftly difcou- 
raged me from appearing in Print; be- 
fides the want of a proper Englijh Style, 
and handling the Subject perhaps with an 
uncommon Plainnefs. Though if your 
Honour will be plea led to forgive me the 
rieedom of this Addrefs, I hereby pro* 

naife 
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mife not to be again troublelome in the 
like manner. Yet at the fame time ] have 
the Vanity to Flatter my felf, as moft Au¬ 
thors do, that fome People will be pleafed 
with what they find here, becaufe many 
Things are dilcovered, which have hither¬ 
to been Secrets; or rather which few Peo¬ 
ple ever knew but my felf, and conle- 
quently 1 am forced to be an Author, whe¬ 
ther 1 will or no. 

Every Reader mu ft certainly be 
pleafed with knowing what hath been lo 
long concealed to all the World ; and the 
Merchant and Trader with what he will 
find in my Account of the Offend Compa¬ 
ny ; which Notices, I believe, they will 
all agree withmelhould be publifhed, and 
1 hope therefore the Digrelfions, concern¬ 
ing my prefent Misfortunes, and my Soli¬ 
tude, will be pardoned ; at leaft, lince I 
am not to hope for any Relief, unlefs your 
Honour’s favourable Regard turn the Cur¬ 
rent of my adverfe Fate, and retrieve the 
great Damage I have fuftained in my For¬ 
tune by ferving His Majefty. 

a I ALSO 
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I also propofe by the Publication 
another Advantage, to be in Tome Mea- 
fure reftored to the Favour of thofe, who 
have been difobliged and taken Offence 
from their want of knowing thofe Fads 
which I have now brought to Light : For 
though 1 have been, as it were, buried in 
Oblivion for fome time paft, yet my Suf¬ 
ferings are not occafioned through any 
wilful Miftakes of my own, as may eafily 
be perceived ; and though 1 have been 
thus treated , yet under your Honour’s Pa¬ 
tronage will I not 'Dcfpair. 

I a m very fenfible I ought to make an 
Apology for prefixing your Name, to 
thel’e Papers, as alfo for not fooner ma¬ 
king them Publick : And I hope my Rea- 
fons for the latter, will in a great Meafure 
vindicate me from a Charge of Prefump- 
tion in the former; for till that happy 
Revolution at Court, which delivered us, from 
the Infolence of Foreigners, (which 1 have 
as fully as was proper for me explained in 
thele Memoirs,) Truth might have proved 
one of the moft dangerous Crimes ; and 
as the whole Kingdom in general owe 

their 
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their prefent Felicity to the Steadinefs of 
your Exemplary Conduct and Refolution 
for the Publick Good ; fo this humble At¬ 
tempt of mine to open the Nation’s Eyes 
could not with Juftice be alcribed to any 
other Name than that of Walpole. 
I am 


S lit 


Tour mofl oledient 


humble Servant , 


v 

Kero/" Kerfland. 


'T’HERE is now Publilhed in twenty Volumes A^gl/a 
*■“ iLLUSTrata Containing, I. The Natural Hiftory and 
Antiquities of the County of Surrey. By John Aubrey , Efq; 
F R. S. With curious Obfervations concerning the Soil of 
this County, and many new Experiments in Husbandry ; 
particulaily that excellent Method of Levelling Grounds at 
a fmall Expence; invented by Captain George Evelyn. Five 
Vols 8vo. 

II. The Antiquities of Berkjhire : By Elias Afhmole. , Efq; 
with a large Appendix of many valuable Original Papers, Pe¬ 
digrees of the moll confiderable Families in the faid County, 
and a particular Account of the Caftle, College, and Town 

of lEindfor. 3 Vols. 

III . A Suivey of Devonjhire ; with the City and County 
of Exeter: Containing Matter of Hiftory, Antiquity, Chro¬ 
nology, the Nature of the Country, Commodities and Go¬ 
vernment thereof. With fundry other Things worthy Obfer- 
vation. By Trijiram Rifdon of Winfcot, Gent. 2 Vols. 

IV. A Survey of S^affordpire: Containing the Antiquities 
of that County, with a Defcription of Beeflon-Cajlle in Che- 
Jhire. By Sampjbn Erdefwick , Efq; 

V. Sir Thomas Browne's Antiquities of the Cathedral- 
Church of Norwich. With other Mifcellanies. 

VI. The Hiltories and Antiquities of the Cathedral-Church 
of If'tnchejler. Begun by the Right Honourable Henry late 
Earl or Clarendon, and continued by Samuel Gale , Gent. 

VII. The Antient and Prefent State of the Univerfity of 
Oxford: Containing, 1. An Account of its Antiquity, part 
Government, and Sufferings by the Danes , &c. 2. Or its 
Colleges, Halls, and publick Buildings, and of their Founders 
and Benefactors. 5. The Laws, Statutes, and Privileges, with 
a Colle&ion of the Royal Grants and Charters given to the 
Univerfity. By John Ayliffe , L. L. D. 2 Vols. 

V III. The Hiftory and Antiquities of the Cathredral-Church 
of Salisbury, and the Abbey-Church of Bath. 

IX. Mr. Aubrey's Introdu&ion towards a Natural Hiftory 
of lViltjhire\ with other curious Tra&s. 

X. Mr* Nordcn's Survey of Northamptonjbire. 

XI. The Antiquities of the Cathedral-Church of Rochefler y 
&c. With an exaif Copy of the Statutes relating thereto. ’ 

XII Mr. Abingdon's Survey of the Cathedral-Church of 
Worcefler , with the Antiquities of Lichfield and Chichcfler. 
Price 10 Guineas the fmall, iy Guineas the large Paper in 
Sheets for the whole Set, any of which may be had feparate. 

AH printed for Henry Curll in the Strand. 


1 


A 

LETTER 

Sent on Reading the 
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I here return you the Sheets that yon committed 
tomy Pernfal, which 1 have read over with 
a deal of Fie afire^ they contain a large Field of-' 
Kovelty j and, of that too , a vajl Variety. Whether 
we impute toe Original of writing Memoirs t& 
Cxfar, or allow the People he wrote of to he the 
Inventors: / will be hold to fay , this Author 
has not followed any old Track , hut has laid out 
a Road of his own , which, tbo broad as the an* 
cient Warling-ftrcet, few, like him, will he fin* 
cere enough to chufe for Travelling on. He is 
indeed fevere upon others j but, at the fame time , 
lays an Embargo on their Cenfures for it, by his 
greater Severities upon himfelf And , certainly » 
that P erf on who treats his own All ions with ftch 
a freedom of Blame, cannot reafonably be fuppofed 
to write for the Vanity of Writing, fo much as for 
the fake of Truth. Neither, are his Tranfatiions 
trifling, or his Remarks bn momentous: But, as 

a the 
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the one carry all along a "Face of Importance , the 
other are commonly , neceJJ'arily explanative . Men 
and Manners feem to have been his Study, even to 
the Rifqtie of his Fortune : After faying which , it 
may not be improper to offer to the World fame Ac¬ 
count of the Writer ^ and that with the fame free¬ 
dom with which he has made to the World\ an Of¬ 
fering of his Memoirs. 

Says my Friend in the Account now before 
me. The Author of thefe Memoirs , (whofe Name 
originally, was, John Crawfurd') was born in 
the Family-Houfe of Craw fur dland, the 8 th of Ali¬ 
gn ft, 1673, being of the Ancient Family of the 
Craw fur ds,M Craw fur dland } one of the Eldeff and 
bed: Refpe&ed Families of a Commoner in the 
Shire of Ayre , in North-Britain ; and which pre¬ 
tends (with fome Face of Juftice) to be the Chief 
of the Clan of the Crawfurds. 

Hrs Grand-father, John Crawfurd, of Craw 
f/irdland,was a very Gallant Gentleman } renown¬ 
ed for his Worth, Integrity, and Courage: He 
(ignalized himfelf in the Civil Wars , betwixt the 
King and Parliament, taking part with the latter, 
till the barbarous Murder of King Charles J. 
After which, he commanded a Regiment ofHorfe 
in the Service of Charles II. again/! the Ufur- 
per Cromwell ^ in which Poll, he gave many Sig¬ 
nal Proofs of his Conduft and Bravery: And par¬ 
ticularly at the Battle of Hamilton , in the Year 
1651: Where he and the Colonels, Ker , and Ral - 
(Ion, had certainly ruined Cromwells Cavalry,com¬ 
manded by General Lambert, had they not'been 
deferted in a cowardly manner by Colonel Hackett . 

He died in the Year 1685. His 



On Reading thefe Memoirs. Hi 

Hts Father* Alexander Crawfurd^ was a Gen¬ 
tleman, eminent for his great Integrity and Learn¬ 
ing *, univerfally beloved, as a worthy Patriot , 
who devoted his whole Time to the Service of 
his Country, and Countrymen j in compofing of 
Differences among Neighbours j for which his 
Skill in the Laws, co-operating with his Inclina¬ 
tion, excellently qualified him. He was Matter of 
a folid Judgment, great Probity and Affability} 
Qualifications fufficient to procure him Populari¬ 
ty without aiming at it. Neverthelefs, in the 
Reign of King Charles II. notwithftanding his 
Father’s Services, he fuffered very much, his Prin¬ 
ciples being Presbyterian j tho’extreamly charita¬ 
ble to fuch as differed in Opinion. King James 
VII of Scotland , and of England II. offered to 
make him one of the Lords of Council and Sefli- 
on, and Jutticiary in Scotland > if he would agree 
to the taking off the Penal Laws: But perceiving 
the dangerous Bait, and that fuch a Compliance 
mutt confequenrly tend to the introdudion of Po¬ 
pery j tho’ a DiJJenter, and as fuch lying equally 
under the Severity of thofe Laws with the Papifl , 
he rejeded theOffer, and facrificed his Ambition 
to the true Intereft of his Country. He Died in 
the Year 1714, and left a very good Eftate to his 
Son, John Crawfurdy our Author who had in the 
Year 1693, married a Daughter of the Family of 
Kerjland } a Family in Scotland , as well Ancient as 
Honourable •, and Chief of theGreat andNumerous 
Clan of the Kers. According to theCuttom of that 
Country, after the Death of hisBrother inLaw,who 
was killed at theBattleof Steinkirk mFlanders,\n the 
the Year 1692,leaving no HeirsMalebehind him,he 

thereupon 
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thereupon aifumed the Surname, Title, and Arms 
of the Houfe of Kerfiand-, 

Whoever reads his Memoirs, will without Diffi¬ 
culty , allow him to have been a Man of Reading 
and Capacity , and that for Negotiations of the 
nice(l Nature • Corruption and Bribery feems no 
way to have been his Foible ^ and even where his 
Zeal fore flailed his Judgment , a mid(l his Pehitence t 
you will find him impofing on himfelf with the Se¬ 
verity of Judge and Jury. At leaf this may be ra¬ 
tionally affirmed of him • That every Relation of 
his > carries along with it felf-evident Tokens of 
its own Veracity \ fince in Juflice to his Reader , he 
Contradicts a known Maxim, in both Civil and 
Comm on-Law, while he Accufes himfelf? and 
Pleads Gu ilty before Arraignment. But I will no 
longer keep the Reader from a Pleafure you have 
imparted to me , and therefore Sitbfcribe without 
farther Ceremony , 


Surrey May 20 
1725. 




Your moft humble Servant, 
Philalethes. 
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PON the Reftoration, the Government 
of the Kirk of Scotland was abolifhed, 
and that of Epifcopacy eftablifhed by 
Act of Parliament, and confequently the 
\Presbyterians being driven out of their Churches, 
Affembled in great Numbers in the Fields, where 
they exercifed their Religious Worfhip, which 
provoked the Civil Government to Perfecute them 
with fuch Violence, as could neither be Juftified by 
Religion or Humanity. 


The more the Government was Incenfed, the 
more the ‘Presbyterians were Confirmed in their 
Principles and Refolutions. The Duke of Lau¬ 
derdale , who then fat at the Helm, perceiving 
their Numbers rather to increafe, than diminifh, 
with great Skill and Induftry divided them, by 
obtaining an A& of Indulgence from King Charles, 
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which was fo cunningly contrived, as he was lure 
many of them would rejeft: it. 

The 'Duke's Scheme anfwered his Intention, 
for the moil part of their Preachers accepted the 
Indulgence, who were consequently followed by 
the greatefi: Body of their Difciples, whilft their 
DiJJenting Brethren declaimed againft them at their 
Publick and Private Conventicles, in the Fields, 
in their Sermons, and every where, Charging 
them with an impious Breach of Covenant, and 
Violating the Fundamental Rules of ‘Presbytery, 
which, they thought indifpenfably Obliged them 
rather to Sacrifice their Lives, than recede from 
the leaft Article of their Faith. 

The Breach foon grew fo wide, that both Sides 
' with Averfion and Hatred, fhunned one another’s 
Converfation; And by different Views were ut¬ 
terly deprived of that mutual Confidence and Ad¬ 
vice, which had been of fucli vaft Importance to 
them. 

The Government having got their Ends, in 
thusweakning the Presb)terians, renewed the Per¬ 
fection againll the DijJ'enters , whole tender Con* 
fcienccs could not Submit to the Indulgence, which 
drove the Poor unwary People to the Extremity 
of taking Arms againit the King, e, 4 nno 1666. 
Whereupon they unanimoully gathered together, 
and Advancing towards Edinburgh in a Military 
manner, they were Defeated at Pentlnnd by the 
King’s Forces, Commanded by General Dnlzeel. 


My 
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My Father-in-Law, Robert Kjr, of Kjrjland, \ 
whom I have now the Honour to Reprefent, was 
one of the Chief Perfons concerned in this Infur- 
redion, who, having thereby forfeited his Mate, 
retired into Holland, his Eftate being given to 
Lieutenant General Drummond which he and 
his Heirs pofleiTed till the Revolution, when the 
Heirs of Kjrjland were reftored by Ad of Parlia¬ 
ment, 3,4 nno 1689. 

I hope the Reader will pardon me for taking up 
any part of his Time with the private Matters 
of my own Family ; but as it cannot well be avoid¬ 
ed, I fhall mention them as little as polTible in 
the following Memoirs. 

Upon this Rebellion much Blood was filed, 
both in Fields, and upon Scaffolds ; but the fe- 
verity was fo far from extirpating thefe People, 
that it rather added, both to their Numbers and 
Zeal: They were afterwards called Cameronians , 
from Richard Ca?neron, an eminent Preacher a- 
mong them, who was killed at Aires-Mofs , with 
his Sword in his Hand, fighting for the Dodrine 
of Refinance of Self-Defence, which he had all 
along held forth unto them. 

It is with Reludance I trouble the Reader with 
any Particulars of the Cruelties of thefe Times* 
fince it naturally leads me to expofe fome People 
who were at the Helm in that Reign, having no 
Pleafure to rake into the Afhes of the Dead: But 
were I altogether Silent, I fhould be accountable 
for the Odium I muft thereby bring upon thofe 
Who Riffer'ed in Scotland, meerly for Confcience 
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fake ; who muft conlequently be reckoned, by 
Strangers, to be very turbulent People, by their 
frequent Infurre£Uons againft the Government. 

I mull: therefore in Julfice, mention a few, out of 
a great many lnftances of this kind, whereby the 
impartial Reader will eafily fee who was in the 
Right, and who in the Wrong; and perhaps be 
convinced with me, that the Miniftry induftri- 
oufly forced the Cameronians to Rebel, whereby 
they might find fome pretext or other to deftroy 
them. 

Anno 1678, An Army of Highlanders was rai¬ 
led under the Command of the Marquefs of Athol, 
the Earls of Mar, Strathmore and Brodalbine , who 
were fent to the Weft of Scotland , there to Plunder 
and live at Dilcretion, upon the Effe&s of thofe 
poor People, who could not reconcile to their 
Confciences the Oaths tendred unto them. 

This Highland Hoft Quartered and exacted 
Contributions at Plealure, till they forced the 
Cameronians to a new Inlurrecfion in May 1679, 
when being AiTembled at a Field-Conventicle, one 
Colonel Graham, afterwards Vifcount of Dundee, 
with a Party of Horle and Dragoons, Attacked 
them at Dram clog, where he was Defeated, and a 
great many of his Alen killed. 

The Cameronians flu Hied with this Succefs, 
but dreading another Allault, gathered together 
Five Thouland Foot, and Sixteen Hundred Horfe, 
which fo alarmed the Government, that the Duke 
of Monmouth was fent down to Command the Re¬ 
gular 
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gular Forces in Scotland, whereupon followed the 
fatal Skirmifh at 'Bothwel-Bridge ; Fatal to many 
an honeft Gentleman in that Kingdom, who un¬ 
fortunately were upon the Head of that Infurre- 
6tion, and thereby incurred a new Forfeiture of 
Life and Fortune; which, notwithstanding the 
A6f of Parliament at the Revolution, reverfipg 
thofe Forfeitures, and ordaining Restitution, Hill 
affects lome Gentlemen who then forfeited, be¬ 
cause their Hffates were given by the Crown to 
Colonel Cornwcil , Sir Tbeophilus Ogelthorp, and 
General Main, three Engliffj Men, who never ha¬ 
ving any of their Effects in Scotland , could not be 
reached by the Laws of that Nation : Neverthe- 
lefs, Mr. Gordon of Craighlaw , Mr. Gordon of 
Earl flown, Mr. Cochran of Water fide, Mr. Eergu- 
fion of Caillock, Mr. Martin of Cutcloy and others 
have been always reckoned among the Loyaleft 
Subjects, fince King William of Glorious Memory 
came to the Crown ; who from that Year^ 1679, 
have laboured under infuperable Difficulties 
(which all others, who then forfeited, were re¬ 
lieved from) without any probability of Repara- > 
tion, as much as if the Forfeiture had never been 
reverfed, notwithstanding all the Reprefentations 
that hath been made of their Cafe, not only to 
the Government, and Mr. Cornwal himfelf; but 
by the Parliament alfo recommended to the Crown, 
and even in fpite of the Union too. 

B u t I hope it will not be unacceptable, to let 
the curious Reader know of a certain Accident, 
or rather Miftake, which the Duke of Monmouth 
was unhappily guilty of at that Time, and which 
contributed very much, not only to this Battle, 
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but even to the downtal of the Duke himfelf, and 
all the Whig-Party in England, which feemed then 
to be very near the lame Pinacle they are at now. 

Shaftesbury, and his Party (who every one 
knows was in the Duke’s Intereft) adviled the 
King, that the Duke fhould have full Power and 
Authority to grant the Cameramans , upon laying 
down their Arms, what Terms they pleafcd, (tor 
fucli Capitulations have been fometimes found 
Convenient, even to the Crown) which would, 
no doubt, have exceedingly ftrengthned that Par¬ 
ty in Scotland, and Conlequently the Intereft of 
the Woigs in England. 

Accordingly, the Duke upon his Arrival 
offered fuch Conditions to the Cameronians , as 
would have made that Party very confiderable, 
had they accepted of them: But, unluckily fal¬ 
ling out among themfelves, whether they fhould 
embrace the Duke’s Offer or not, when the two 
Armies were within view of one another, fome 
of them being for, but moft part of them againft 
it, Mr. Weljb , one of their Preachers, with 2000 
• of their beft Men, who were for Peace, went 
off, the Day before the Engagement; this 
forced the Duke, when he faw the reft Obfti- 
nate, to fall upon them, which, if he could 
have avoided, the Ruin of that Party and the 
Whigs in England might have been prevented, 
which foon afterwards went to Wreck, with 
the Duke himfelf, by the very Means, in a 
great Mealure, which Shaftesbury) and others 
had Contrived to preferve them. 


But 
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But I intend not to trouble my Reader any 
more with the fatal Conlequences of this Engage¬ 
ment, or the Proceedings of the Parliament there¬ 
upon, to which the Duke of Tork was Tent down 
Commiflioner, Anno 1681, iftc. Only to let him 
know, that the King a little before his Death, re¬ 
voked the Indulgence he had formerly granted 
to the ‘Presbyterians , who were thereupon once 
more expelled their Churches. But being obliged 
to take Notice of another Infurrettion iome few 
Years afterwards, made by the Earl of a Argyll , it 
will be NecelTary to tell you his Reafons for it ; 
He was Arraigned and Condemned by that Parli¬ 
ament, for explaining an Oath impoled by them 
called the Tell, but making his Etcape from the 
Cattle of Edinburgh he fled to Holland , where he 
lived till eAnno 1685. And then landing in the 
I^eft-Highlands, he put himfelf at the Head of a 
Number of his Friends and Vaflals. 

My Brother, 'Daniel Kjr, after the Death of 
my Father at Utrecht , landing alfo in Scotland 
with the faid Earl, repaired to the South-Weft , 
where the main Body of the Cameronians were, 
and, at their Requeit, taking the Command upon 
him, he refolved to join oArgjll as foon as pofli- 
ble : But fome Englift) Men of War, coming into 
our Weftern Seas, cut olf the Communication, 
which obliged the Earl to March about by Glaf- 
gow, in order to join the Cameronians and his other 
Friends in the Weft , who were all upon their 
March to meet him : But it is Melancholy to trou¬ 
ble the Reader with the Particulars of that Mis¬ 
carriage. The Earl falling into the Hands of his 
Enemies, after his Party was difperfed near 
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*Duntreth , &c. Which not only ufhered in the 
Death of that great Man, but likewife buried the 
whole Hopes of that Party till the happy Revo¬ 
lution in the Year 1688, under King William of 
Pious and Immortal Memory ; I lhall only, beg 
leave to take Notice of a very odd Accident 
which happened when the Cameronians were up¬ 
on their March to join Arg)ll , Mr. Vedin , another 
of their Minifters flopping fuddenly, intreated 
them to Halt, and after a Ihort Ejaculation, cry- 
ed out, we hare no Occalion to go any farther, 
for the Earl is this Minute fallen a Sacrifice to 
the fury of his Enemies. Whereupon feveral 
Gentlemen pulled out their Watches to Mark the 
Time, which was afterwards found to anfwer to 
a very Minute accordinglv, tho’ the Earl and they 
were at leaft 50 Miles diitant. 

Abundance of this good Man’s Predi£lions 
are well known to be already come to pafs, and 
therefore thofe People are pretty well allured of 
the Accomplifhment of the reft. I fhall only trou¬ 
ble the Reader with one of every fort; when he 
was Sick unto Death in the Year 1686, he told 
his Friends that he fhould die in a few Days, but 
having foretold many Things, /'aid be, which 
will require fome rime before they be verified, I 
will give you a Sign, which will confirm your 
Expectation that they will as furely come to pafs, 
as thofe you have already leen accomplifhed before 
your Eyes; I fhall be decently buried by you, and 
if my Body be fullered to reft in the Grave where 
you fhall lay it, then I have been a Deceiver, and 
the Lord hath not fpoken by me, but if the Ene¬ 
my come a little afterwards to take it up and 

carry 
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Carry it away to Bury it in an ignominious Place, 
then I hope you will believe that God Almighty 
hath fpoken by me, and confequently there iliaU 
not one Word fall to the Ground. 

Accordingly, in a few Days he died, and 
was buried in the Church of cAuchinleck , in the 
Shire of Air , and in a little time afterwards came 
a Party of "Dragoons and took up his Body, 
which they carried to Cumnock , not far diftant, 
and buried it under the Gallows, where his Afh- 
es remain to this Day, and whereupon the Ca - 
tneronians have ere&ed a Monument. 

The next I fhall trouble the Reader withal 
(which I fhall leave to his own Judgment whe¬ 
ther it be come to pafs or not, as lie thinks fit to 
apply it, and fhall not trouble him with any 
more fuch, for I will not pretend to determine it) 
was part of a Sermon wherein he foretold, that in 
a very few Years after his Death there fhould be 
a mighty Alteration of Affairs in both Nations, 
and the Perfecution in Scotland fhould ceafe, up¬ 
on which every Body will believe, that their 
Deliverance is come, and confequently will be 
fatally fecure; but I do tell you, faid he , that 
you will be all very much miftaken, for both 
thefe Kingdoms are to be fcourged by Foreigners, 
before any of you can pretend to be Happy, 
which will be a leverer Chaflifement than any they 
ever yet have, or can undergo from their own 
Countrymen. 

It cannot be amifs to mention another Accident 
that happened betwixt the difappointment of 

Argdly 
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Argyll, and the Revolution. After the Duke of 
Monmouth and that Earl's Death, King James 
fuppofing he was firmly eftablifhed on the Throne, 
endeavoured to reifrain the Penal Laws made a- 
gainft ‘Papifis and Protef/ant Dif]enters , no doubt 
to promote the ‘Popijb Intered:; but miffing his 
Aim in Parliament (for the Scots ftrenuoufly op- 
pofed it) aAnno 1687, He granted a Toleration 
to all "Papifis and DiJ] enters in General: where¬ 
upon the Presbyterians Built Meeting-houfes, and 
in their general Affembly addreffed the King 
with abundance of pretended Loyalty and Alle¬ 
giance, promifing inviolable Adherence to his 
Intereft to the laft Drop of their Blood, which 
how well they performed will appear in the fol¬ 
lowing Hiftory. 

Upon the Arrival of the Prince of Orange in 
1688, the regular Forces in Scotland were de¬ 
tached thence to Oppofe him, having then landed 
with an Army of 12000 Men in England , this 
gave my Brother, then upon the head of the Ca- 
meronians an opportunity to leave the Mountains, 
whither the regular Troops had obliged him and 
his People to retire, which making good Ul'e ot^ 
he over-run the whole Kingdom, leized the Re¬ 
venues of the Crown in feveral places, and expelled 
the Epifcopal Clergy , from their Churches, in a man¬ 
ner I confefs not altogether Commendable, but at a 
Time which was reckoned an Interregnum, he 
took upon him as Chief Magilfrate, till the Con¬ 
vention of States, when he Marched to Edinburgh , 
but declined all Authority fave that of Guarding 
the faid Convention from the Infults of Jacobites , 
who were then very Numerous in Town, and in 

Concert 
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Concert with the Lord Dundee, who was upon 
their Head, had at firft defigned to have forced 
the Convention of States to declare againft the 
Prince oi Orange-, but dcfpairing of fuccefs from 
the Oppofition they were like to meet with from 
my Brother, and his Cameramans , the faid Lord 
retired to the Highlands , to rail'e a greater Party 
for that End, but they anfwered not his Intention, 
his Numbers not exceeding 1500 Foot, and 40 
Horfe : with which neverthelefs, from his fingular 
Conduct to do Juftice to his Memory, he had cer¬ 
tainly changed the pofture of Affairs, after the 
defeat of General Mackay, and 4000 regular 
Troops which oppofed him at Kjllichranky , had 
not providence directed that Ball, which put an 
end to a Life of fo great Value to the Jacobite 
Party, which after that dwindled into Nothing. 

The Convention of States Voted, that King 
James had forfeited the Crown, and drew up a 
kind of Remonftrance, which they called an 
Inftrument of Government, reprefenting the many 
Hardfhips they lay under in former Reigns, and 
fo Voted the Prince of Orange to Succeed, upon 
redrefling their Grievances, confirming leveral 
Priviledges, and Immunities, i$c. as at large 
mentioned in the faid preliminary Inftrument. 

They like wife Voted to raife fome regular 
Forces, whereof two Battalions of the Came- 
ronians where formed into a Regiment, which 
afterwards, to their great Honour, Diftinguifhed 
themfelves upon feveral Occalions, particularly 
at Dunked , where they ftood the fhock of a 
fuperior Number pf that Highland Army, 

which 
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which but a few Days before, as I have told you, 
beat near four times their Number of Englifb 
and Dutch Forces, under the Command of 
General Mackay. But left the Reader fhould 
fufpeft me of Partiality in favour of thofe brave 
People, it will not be impertinent to give fuch 
a part of their Character, as may enable him to 
.Account for their furmounting the utmoft Dif¬ 
ficulties, and even feeming Impoflibilities. 

The Cameramans are ftri&ly Religious, and 
ever a£t upon that Principle, making the War a 
part of their Religion, and converting State Policy 
into Points of Confidence. They Fight as they 
Pray, and Pray as they Fight, making every Battle 
a new exercife of their Faith, and believe, that 
in fuch a Cafe they are, as it were, under the Banner 
of Chrift: if they fall in Battle, they Die in their 
Calling, as Martyrs to the good Caufe, and be¬ 
lieve that in thus fhedding their Blood, they finifh 
the Work of their Salvation. From fuch Maxims, 
and Articles ol Faith, the Cameramans may be flain, 
never Conquered; great Numbers of them have 
loft their Lives, but few or none ever yielded. On 
the contrary, whenever they believe their Duty 
or Religion calls them to it, they are always una¬ 
nimous and ready, with undaunted Spirits, and 
great Vivacity of Mind, to encounter Hardships, 
attempt great Enterprizes, delpife Danger, and 
bravely rulh on to Death or Vi&ory. 

Whence it is clear thofe People can never be 
rooted out, tho’ fo many of them have been But¬ 
chered in the Fields, the manner of their Deaths 
hath Immortalized their Memories, the Fame of 

their 
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their Refolution animates the furvivors with a glo¬ 
rious Emulation, anil the integrity and innocence 
ot' their Lives brings them many Converts, by 
which every lofs they fuftain is more than fup- 
p’ied, their Party wonderfully increafmg by the 
very Means which feem to deftroy it. 

No wonder then from thole Principles they 
ever have the Advantage over the Highlanders , 
whofe gallant A&ions have neverthelefs been re¬ 
corded on many Occalions, viz. The fatal Fields 
of Kjliichrajicky , Dumblain , Glenfiield, &c. but the 
Valour of the Highlanders proceeds from a Notion 
of Honour common to other Men, and not pure¬ 
ly from any particular point of Confcience, lo 
that they may quit the Caule without a Crime, 
which the Cameramans cannot do. 

It will not be improper to give an Account of 
the prefent State of Scotland, which is divided into 
three Parties, the ‘Presbyterian , Cameronian , and 
Epifcopal: Forthefe unhappy Divifions have pre¬ 
vented the Scots from exerting themfelves lately as 
they ufed to do long ago, when they had the 
vanity to fay, that a part of the Ballance of Europe 
was in their Hands, and may have at any time a- 
gain, by the fame Means, when they fhall be lo 
happy as to bury, and forget their private Views, 
and party Jarrs, which are the Occafion of their 
Divifions, and have rendered them fo cheap in 
the Eyes of the World; and when they fhall 
unite like our Predeceflors to follow fuch Mea- 
fures as will be for the Advantage and Benefit of 
the whole. 

The Presbyterians are thofe of the eftablifhed 

Church, 
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Church, according to Aft of Parliament at the Re-* 
volution, being very numerous, but under no Con¬ 
cert among themlelves, farther than their Church 
Judicatures, to which it is impofTible to com¬ 
municate any thing, but what muff become pub- 
lick, and are of late not a little weakned by an 
Accident in the late Reign, when the Epifcopal 
Party in Scotland, fupported by their Friends in 
England, obtain’d a Toleration. The ‘Presbyterian 
Minilters, as well as they, were exprefly ordered 
at the lame l ime to take the Oaths of g Allegiance, 
and e Abjuration, under the Penalty of being ex¬ 
cluded ab Officio BeneHcio, which, notwithstan¬ 
ding, near the half of the ‘Presbyterian Clergy re¬ 
futed, not from any Diflatisfaftion at the Revolu¬ 
tion Settlement, or his prefent Majefty’s Acceflion, 
but becaufe the Oath referred to an Aft of Parlia¬ 
ment in England, whereby the Sovereign, was 
obliged to be of the Communion of that Church. 

This occafioned great Differences and Animo* 
flties betwixt the Complying and Nonjuring ‘PreJ- 
byterians, and very much impaired what Confi¬ 
dence and Harmony they ul'ed to have, which 
may, if not prevented by a Spirit of Aleeknefs 
and Charity (rare to be found among Church- 
Men) prove of dangerous Confequence in Scot- 
land, tor the Laity in that Country generally con¬ 
cern themlelves in the Difputes and Quarrels of 
the Clergy, with more Zeal than Dilcretion. 

The Cameronians Affeft that Form of Church 
Government eifablifhed in the Year 1648, when 
‘Presbytery was at the greatelf Height, ‘Dijj'enting 
from the Indulgence granted by King Charles IF 

the 
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the Toleration granted by King James VII. and 
the prefent Revolution Eftablifhment, they are 
governed by a general quarterly Meeting compo¬ 
sed of two Commiffioners deputed from each 
Country, and Town, where they live, and what¬ 
ever is concluded at this Meeting, is a general 
Rule to the whole ; they are clofer in their Deli¬ 
berations than the other Parties are, for whatever 
comes before them is difputed and concluded 
without the leaft Danger of being expofed, and 
whatever is fo relolved, is accordingly executed 
with the profoundeft Secrecy, and Expedition; 
for the Cameronians are always ready under their 
proper Officers well appointed, and when it is 
found at their general Meeting to be their Du¬ 
ty, can alfcmble upon the leaft Notice given 
them, lb that tho’ they be the feweft in Number, 
yet they are in Etfe£t the moft Considerable of 
the three, for the Commonalty of the Tresbyteri- 
ans , who have a wonderful Opinion of their Pi¬ 
ety and Virtue, always readily join with them 
in any Thing that concerns the Publiek, which the 
Cameronians encourage and allouq but do not per¬ 
mit them to be Members of their Societies, or to 
bear any Part in the Conduct of their Adairs. 

They continue to Preach in the Fields as 
they did in the Reigns of King Charles II. and 
King James II. when the Perfecution was hot a- 
gainit them, Hill retaining the Doctrine of Refin¬ 
ance and Self-Defence, which they never fail to 
put in Pra&ice when Violence is otfered, or when 
in the leaft difturbed in their Worfhip, at their 
Meetings, or their Conventicles, or elfewhere, 
by any fort of Governors or Governments what- 

foever : 
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foever: They are peaceable in this Reign, becaule 
they are permitted to live quietly, and fo may be 
faid to be Pallive under the prefent Adminiftrati- 
on, but at the fame time decline to be any way 
active in fupporting it; being in them a migh¬ 
ty Point of Confcience. 

The Ppifcopal Party, whole Principles I fhall 
not defcribe farther, than that they are generally 
in the Pretender's Intereft, and are near one half 
of the Nation, among whom are to be reckoned 
the molt part of the Highland Clans , whole Num¬ 
bers, notwithftanding their late Misfortunes, are 
rather increaled than diminifhed, for the commi- 
feration of fuch, who, with their Families have 
fuffered lately, hath brought over feveral Con¬ 
verts to that Side. 

From all which I conclude, that the Prejudice 
thofe three Parties bear to one another, is only 
what makes Scotland fo inconliderable at Prefent, 
and confequently hinders that People from do¬ 
ing what I otherwile believe they are inclined to. 

But to return to the Hiftory of that Time. 

The Prince of Orange embraced the Crown 
with the Limitations liipulated in the aforefaid 
Scheme of Government, and wifely confider- 
ing the Expence of a War with the Highlanders , 
where the Advantage, in Cafe of Victory 
would not anfwer the Blood, and very great 
Charges it mull Colt, gracioufly fent them a gene¬ 
ral Indemnity, and gave them fuch good Terms 
as their following Conduct juftly deferved from 
him. A 
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A Foreign War immediately enfuing King 
William's Acceftion to the Crown, moft part of 
the Forces in Scotland were ordered to Flanders , 
whereof the Cameronian Regiment was a part, 
whom I (ball follow no farther than the Battle 
of Stei?ikirk,Anno 1692.where many ofthatbrave 
Corps exchanged their Lives for immortal Honour, 
among whom was my Brother-in-law ; he left 
behind him the Character of a great Soldier, a fine 
Gentleman, and to crown all, a good Chriftian. 

I could wifh to flop here, fince the Profecution 
of the Memoirs obliges me to revive a Subject, 
which, in my ferious Hours of Contemplation, 
plunges me into unaffected Sorrow and Grief, 
for fome PafTages that I had much rather conceal. 

But as they relate to my own Conduct, I muffc 
be juft, and acknowledge, that they can never 
merit this Indulgence. 

Afcer my Brother’s Death, by marrying his 
Sifter, I was obliged by the Laws and Rules of 
that Nation toaffume the Name, Title and Arms 
of his Family, in my own Perfon, and fo culti¬ 
vated a Friendfbip and good Underftandmg with 
the Cameronians, who, from my Brother’s Death 
continued very quiet till the Articles of Union 
were figned at Wejlminjler , Anno 1706* 

But firft I muft take notice, that the Englijh 
ever fince King JamesV I. (unhappily tor Scot¬ 
land) fucceeded Queen Elizabeth to the Englijh 
Throne, have always from miftaken Maxims op- 
pofed the Trade and Improvement of Scotland 9 

Q wha* 
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whatever Wealth and Riches we have there, in¬ 
evitably centring in England fince that Time: 
Our Kings have alfo abated much of their Zeal 
for the Intereft and Happinefs of their ancient 
Kingdom, their Revenues being fettled where 
their Residence is, whereof take the following 
Inftance. 

It was propofed in King Charles lid’s Reign,to 
cftablifha Fifhery on the Coaftso f Scotland, not 
without immediate Views of great Succefs and 
Advantage ; which alarmed the Dutch , who juft- 
ly fuppofed, that if our Project profpered, they 
muft lofe their great Hopes of continuing to in¬ 
rich their State by the fame Advantage. Where¬ 
upon they fo cunningly difpofed their Cafh, in 
order to difappoint this glorious Scheme, that 
the King, by the Advice of fuchas had the Ho¬ 
nour to be of his Council, the Duke of Landerdrle, 
&c. perfuaded every one to draw back their Quo¬ 
ta’s, and fo funk the Stock, and deftroyed the no- 
bleft Project that ever was formed to inrich both 
Kingdoms.. Thus the Dutch , who juftly make 
Trade their beft Policy, and place all their 
Strength and Power in their immenfe Riches,had 
the good fortune for themfelves, to over-reach a 
People, whofe afpiring Minds have a nobler turn 
than to ftoop to fuch mean Artifices of acquiring 
Wealth, without the dangerous Honour of con¬ 
tending for it ; whillt the Dutch ftick'at nothing 
they can turn a Penny by : Being the Brokers, a 
fort of Go-between for all Europe ; who, like the 
laborious Bee, fucks Honey from every Flower; 
and by living upon the Crumbs that fall from our 
Table, they have almoft got above-board. 

It 
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It is true, The late King James very graci- 
Oufly formed a Plan of Trade, and pafs’d feve- 
ral Afts of Parliament to favour it ; whereby if 
it had fucceeded, much Wealth mud have ac¬ 
crued to Scotland ; but alas! Bigotry foon di¬ 
verted his Thoughts, deltroyed himfelf, and 
blalted all our Hopes. 

The Scots had likewife another Opportunity to 
get what reafonable Terms they pleafed from 
England, had not the over-hot Zeal of the Con¬ 
vention proved too ftrong for any Views, tho, 
never fo much to the Interell: of the Country ; 
but they had the Melancholy Occafion to make 
good the Proverb of growing Wife too late . 

However, this Noble Opportunity being loll, 
they were willing to hope N that other Advantages 
m.ght accrue to them from the Accedion of King 
William and Queen Mary, which would in fome 
Mealure compenfate that'Lofs: To improve this 
great Good, an Aft of Parliament pafs’d in Scot¬ 
land, Anno 1694. to form a Company for Africa 
and the Indies, endowed with many confiderable 
Immunities, whereupon Books were open’d at 
Edinburgh, Anno 1696, 400000/. fublcribed in 
a few Days, and Payments followed accordingly; 
for there was not any want of fine Genius’s to de- 
vife the Means, or of brave Soldiers to fupport 
the Under taking. The Peace of Refwick furnifh* 
ing us with our own NationalTroops, returnee? 
from the Netherlands, whofe faithful Service the 
King had experienced in his Wars in Flanders ; 
but confcious Honefty is too often confident, 
and generous Simplicity eafily betray’d. 

C 2 Thus 
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Thus it fared with the Scots , who, upon their 
Attempt to fettle a Colony at ‘Darien ’, a Country 
only inhabited by Indians ^ and not in the Domi¬ 
nions of any European Prince, met with an Or¬ 
der from England to their Colonies in Atnerica > 
not only to discourage ourTrade, but forbidding 
them to furnilh us even with Bread and Water, 
or other Necelfaries of Life, even for Money * by 
which means fcarce 100 returned to Scotland > of 
near 4000 gallant Men who embarked on this 
Expedition \ the reft perifhed, and thus the glo¬ 
rious Attempt mifcarried. A grateful Return for 
the Scots Services in Flanders , where they fo fre- 
quently expofed themfelves, and loft their Lives 
in a brave Defence of Englijh Liberty : but when 
Conqueft was not to be had with Honour, de- 
ftroying an honeft People by Famine, it. feems, 
was reconciled to I know not what Confidences. 

The Scots refenting the lofs of fo much Blood 
and Treafure, by means fo cruel and unjuft, drew 
up an Addrefs to the King figned by the Nobility, 
Gencry and Commonalty of that Kingdom, com¬ 
plaining of the unprecedented Hardfhips they had 
iuft'ered from the Ejiglifh , in open violation of the 
Law of Nature, of Nations, and of the Land ; but 
having noeffe£i,theirHearts were alienated from 
theKing,and exafperated againft theEngliflj, as a 
People who ftruck at the Foundation of their Li¬ 
berties: Whereupon ceafed all their late Animofi- 
ties, and domeftickjars,which had fo divided, and 
weakned them before ; and all feemed to unite in 
alferting their Rights, and retrieving the Ancient 
Liberties of their linking Country, from Foreign 
and Domeftick Enemies; which then did clearly 

appear 
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appear to arife from wane of true Patriots to af* 
fert their Rights. 

Which Confideration alone induced the Jaco- 
"bites in general to qualify themfelves for publick 
Employments, by taking the Oaths appointed by 
Aid of Parliament \ which, lam convinced, noothec 
Confideration could have perfuaded them to do. 

Towards the latter-end of King William's 
Reign, the Englifh fettled the Succefiion of their 
Crown in the Illuftrious Houfe of Hanover, by 
A£fc of Parliament: which whofoever reads, rnuit 
have theWifdom of thatAflembly in great efieem, 
the Security of the Nation’s Peace and Safety be¬ 
ing thereby fixed on a Bafis hardly to be fhaken ; 
having thereby wifely provided, that none but 
Natives fhould be capable of any publick Port in 
the Kingdom ; or fo much as being Members of 
either Houfe of Parliament: as forefeeing the In* 
conveniences that muff arife from the different 
Interefto th z Hanoverians \ which would be to 
draw Great Britain in to efpoufe their Quarrels, 
and fo create a Burden upon the Nation , without the 
leafl: hopes of reaping any thing thereby. They alfo 
Enaffed, That the King fhould not go out of the 
Kingdom, left he fhould be diverted by Foreign 
Councils from their Intereft; andlikewife to pre¬ 
vent vaft Sums of Money goingout of the Na¬ 
tion, which rauft necelfarily attend fuch Journies. 

The Scots at this time unanimoufly refufed to 
make any Settlement of their Crown , tho’ I cannot 
fay, it was out of any abfolute Diflike to the Ha - 
mverian Family \ for the Presbyterian Party had 

C i no 
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no other View by their landing out, but to per : 
fuade the Englijk to thofe Measures their warm 
Zeal had made them forget to infill upon at the 
Revolution, well knowing, that upon coming in¬ 
to the Emlifh new Eftablilhment, they would 
grant them ail the Demands which the Scots could 
infift upon. 

I mull own the Pretender had at that Time a 
very great Party in Scotland , but all agreed a- 
gainfta Settlement, notwithstanding the diftin- 
guilhing Party-Names of Jacobite and Revofati- 
ontr , which had been in ufe before, being now 
changed into the dillindion of the Court and 
Country Party. 

Duke Hamilton was at the Head of the lad, 
who, in his Management, gave great Proofs of a 
Wife and Steady Condud; for he rot only ce¬ 
mented, but kept them together, tho 1 compoled of 
Men of different Principles and Views ; and tho* 
the Court had made many vain Attempts to cor¬ 
rupt them, they rejected and defpifed all their 
Offers with Scorn and Contempt, and would 
upon no Terms come into the Succelfion ; openly 
calling the Court Party, Traytors to their Coun¬ 
try : So that it was not fafe either in Town or 
Country, to appear in the lead to favour the 
Court, or its Abettors; the whole Country be¬ 
ing fo inraged at the Englijb , for what had hap- 
fen’d fo lately at Darien . 

Thus the Court was forced to comply with 

many things which they had nodefign fhould 

ever take erfed; particularly the Ad of Security 
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in Scotland ; whereby the whole Nation was not 
only impower’d, but order’d to Rendezvous and 
Difcipline themfelves under their own proper Of¬ 
ficers, as they themfelves fhould chufe: Where¬ 
upon they armed immediately, and rendezvoufed 
at every Parifh-Church in the Kingdom twice a 
Week ; which foon brought the whole Nation to 
fuch Perfection in Difcipline, that they could Ex- 
ercife by Beat of Drum, and perform their other 
Parts as well as the regular Troops. 

The Engli/b perceiving the Scots were all arm¬ 
ed and dilciplined, having an Aft of Parliament 
to juftify them, were much alarmed, as reckon¬ 
ing it the more terrible, that the Scots had not 
yet come into the Succelfion. Whereupon the 
Englifi threatned to Impeach the L. Godolphin, 
then Lord High-Treafurer, believing him in con¬ 
cert with the Scots Nation in favour of the Pre¬ 
tender, Godolphin finding himfelf attacked, had 
no way to fave himfelf, but by perfuading the 
Scots to agree to the Hanover Succelfion ; and for 
that end propofed an UNION as the only Expe¬ 
dient to bring it about ; for the Scots pofitively 
refufed to agree to it upon the Limitations that 
had been propounded. 

To underftand this the more fully, it is fit I 
fhould inform my Reader, that there was a feleft 
Number of the Country Party who feparated 
themfelves from Duke Hamilton , and were diftin- 
guilhed by the Name of the Sqtiadrone Volante ; 
confifting of the Dukes of Montrofe, and Roxburgh , 
Marquefs of Tweedale, Earls of Rothes , Hadding- 
town, d.n^Hnrchtnonty and about go Commoners, 
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who fufpefting Duke Hamilton , was averfe from 
coming at any Rate, into the Succeffion, which 
they wifhed well to ; but were willing to pro¬ 
cure the beft Terms they could from England to 
their Country, therefore they agreed to aft: fe- 
parately by themfelves, fometimes joining with 
the Duke’s Party when it anfwered their Views, 
and fometimes the Court Party, when theDuke’s 
Faftion fcemed to pufh Things too far. 

TheSquadronc thusanfwering the ends of Eng¬ 
land, Qtieensberry and hisFaftionwereturnedout, 
having, by what is faid, loft the Friendlhip of the 
Country, and thereby made incapable of carrying 
through the Affair oi the Succeffion; which was 
what th zEngliJh pufhed fo vigoroufly, in order to 
prevent the Jnconvenienciesthat muft happen, if 
th t Queen demited before the Scots had acceededto 
the Succeluon. Whereupon the Marquefs ofEwee* 
dale was made Commiffioner to tht Scots Parlia¬ 
ment, Roxhurg ^Secretary cfState fot Scotland, and 
feveral other Places of Power and Truft were put 
into the Hands of the Squadrone ; whopromifed 
to endeavour to fettle the Succeffion of the Crown 
of Scot land in the Iltuftrious Houfe of Hanover, 
uponeftabliihing the proper Limitations upon the 
Succeffor, and fome other Things to make the 
People of Scotland eafy, and not doubting of the 
Affiftance of Queens berry's Party in this Affair, 
fince they had vigorouffy pufhed the Intereft and 
Views of England ; but they found themfelves 
much miftaken : For when the Parliament met, 
jX eewyberry did not fupport them, but left the 
Scjiiadrone to be intirely baffled by b.Hamilton's 
Party j whereupon the Englijh perceiving they 

could 
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could not gain the Succeflion by the Intereft of the 
Squadrone, they were dropped, and Queen sherry 
and his Friends replaced ; whereupon the Union 
between the two Nations was projected, theSqua- 
dront privately agreeing to it,at the inftance of the 
Whig Party of England ; who neverthelefs conceal¬ 
ed their true Intentions, till the meeting of the 
Scots Parliament, October 1706, when by this 
ftrong addition of between 30 or 40 FeenchV otes 
of the Squadrone , and the addition of feveral 
Votes that then deferted the Country-Party, and 
joined the Court-Party by the force of prevailing 
Arguments and Motives fo to do; the Balance 
was quite turned from the Country to the Court 
Side, as will appear in the Sequel. 

Whereupon the Court propofed to the Scots 
Parliament, that a Treaty of Union fhould be fee 
on foot, which the EngliJJj were very ready to em¬ 
brace : And alfo the Scots , who affefted the Houfe 
of Hanover , wanted nothing, but were ready to 
come into it upon previous Terms for the good of 
their Country ; but a Difpute arifing in the Houfe 
whether theQueen or the Parliament fhould name 
the Commiflioners,an unluckyMiftake happen’d, 
that Duke Hamilton , who was at the Head of 
thofe, who loved neither the Union, nor the Ha¬ 
nover Succeflion, without giving any Reafon for 
it, at that time fuddenly Voted theQueen fhould 
have the Nomination. 

His Friends and Followers were in the greateft 
Confternation, and many of them gave their 
Votes at random, not knowing what they did; 
whereby it was carried, that the Queen fhould 

name 


2 -6 ^[Tje Memoirs of 

name the Cornmiflioners: Upon which, all the 
Duke’s Friends exclaimed at him afterwards, and 
asked him his Reafons for fo doing, which he was 
pleafed to deliver in this manner. Had we, faid 
he , chofethe Commiffioners ourfelves, we fhould 
have met with no difficulty to name thofe who 
would have certainly procured fuch Terms, as 
we could not in Honour and Juftice refufe ; for 
the Union or War is unavoidable, and though the 
JLngkJJj may reafonably think that their Riches, 
which are the Sinews of War,may hold out longer 
than ours; yet they are wife enough to confider 
that we are all ready, and well armed, and there¬ 
fore to be expe&ed at their veryDoors in the heart 
of jEngland^ before they can be fo well prepared 
for fuch a Reception, as an highly exafperated and 
injured brave People deferves: This was likewife 
the Opinion of the well-affe&ed Party to the Ha¬ 
nover Succeffion in both Kingdoms. But, added 
Joe-, Gentlemen, I fuppofe you are for no Union 
at any rate, more than I, and that is the reafon 
why I gave up the Queftion at once, and let her 
Majefty have the Honour to name the Commifli- 
oners, which I know would never have been a- 
.greed to among us, if we had difputed it before 
we went to the Houfe: It is not fo much out of 
Compliment to her Majefty, as to cover the De- 
fign, which is this. Since her Majefty has got the 
Power into her Hands, (he will no doubt chufe 
fuch as will accept of whatever Terms Hfigland 
pleafes, let them be never fo much to thePrejudice 
and Difhonourofour Country ; which, to be fure 
every honeft Scotfmcui will refent; and, in that 
Cafe, I believe you will agree with me, that the 
Union will hardly take place. Thefe, and fome 

other 
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other harfh Expreflions, were his Grace’s words, 
with which his Friends feemed to be fatisfied. 

The Queen appointed Commiflioners to treat 
with thofe of England , upon which a Solemn 
Treaty commenced, and concluded at the Cock¬ 
pits Wejifnitifter , Ajuio 1706. 

The Parliament met at Edinburgh in OBober 
following, and the Articles of Union were read, 
which,contrary to the Expectation, and in fpite 
of all the Oppofition the Country Party could 
make, were order’d to be printed. 

They were nofooner publifbed, but they raf¬ 
fed Indignation in all forts of People at thofe who 
were the Managers; but efpecially the Commif- 
fioners, hoping the Parliament would never give 
them a fecond Reading: But how miferably were 
they miitaken 1 For that Senate (notwithftanding 
many Addreffes which were prefented to them 
from almoft all the Cities, Towns, Corporations, 
and Shires, and even all the Parifhes of the King¬ 
dom, reprefenting that the Articles were prejudi¬ 
cial and difhonourable, being dire&ly oppofite to 
the Credit and Jntereft of the Nation, and there¬ 
fore prayed, that the Parliament might reje£f 
them) had fo little regard to fuch Remonftrances, 
that theHatred and Averfion to theUnion became 
more univerfal; an <\ Edinburgh was filled with 
Mobs, which iufulted the Lord Commiflioner as 
he came to and from the Parliament Houfe, and 
all other People whatfoever, that offered to fpeak 
in favour of it: the whole Country run to Arms, 
and rendezvous’d in their feveral Parifhes, oftner 

than 
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than they did before; upon which the Ad of Se¬ 
curity was fufpended. 

The French King, willing to improve thefe 
Commotions to his own Advantage, fent over 
fome Agents and Emiffaries to that Country, as 
didalfothe Court of St. Germains, in order to in- 
creafe the Flame, and lay a Foundation fora new 
Revolution in favour of thePretender ; accordingly 
thofe Agents being pretty fure of the Jacobites, 
refolved, in conjunction with them, by all means 
to engage the Presbyterians and Cameramans on 
their Side; or at leaft to prevent the Union, fee¬ 
ing no Addrefles,neither Prayers norThreatnings, 
Bleflings nor Maledi&ions could prevail. 

The Advocates for France and the Pretender , 
perceived eafily that the Presbyterians were averfe 
enough to the Union; but under no Concert a- 
mong themfelves, having no Chief Leader, or 
Head, whofe Counfels they acquiefced in: So 
that for want offuch, it was fcarce poflible to 
bring them into an Undertaking of this nature, 
which required the greateft Secrecy ; and fo they 
turned their whole Thoughts upon the Camero - 
nians, knowing them to be more exad in their 
Oeconomy ; and that the Commonalty of the Pref 
byterians were always ready to concur with them, 
inanyMeafures they went into; but knowing like- 
wife, that the Cameronians were as much prejudi¬ 
ced a gain ft the 'Jacobites and the Pretender , as the 
other, they induftrioufly concealed their true De- 
fign to fet him up ; and ufed only fuchArguments 
to perfuade them to rife in Arms, as they knew 
beft fuited their Principles jthatth? Union, as it 

was 
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was publifhed in the Articles, was not only dis¬ 
honourable to them as Scotfmen, and hurtful to 
their worldly Intereft, but deftru&ive of their 
Principles; for by it they were obliged to receive 
Laws from a Parliament where Bifhops were 
Members ; which would not only be a notorious 
Breach ofthe National Covenant, but they would 
bealfo thereby debarred in time coming, from af- 
Sifting their Presbyterian Brethren in England to 
eftablifh Presbytery there. For by the Union 
Epij'copacy was likewife eftablifhed in England , 
as a preliminary Fundamental Article, never to 
be alter’d; which was exprefly contrary to the 
Solemn League and Covenant, whereby they 
were obliged toaflift England ,and eftablifh Pref- 
bytery when required. 

Thefe, and Such like Arguments, were ufed 
to convince and gain Credic with the Catnero - 
nians, which prevailed by the dextrous Condufl 
of the leading Men of the Jacobites in this and 
Several other CaSes, So far, that the Carneronians 
Swallowed the Bait, and joined Iflue with them 
in every thing they propofed ; for they took 
care to mention nothing of theirDefign in favour 
ofthe Pretender. 

I Soon perceived abundance of private Tranf- 
a&ionsin favour of the Pretender ; for it was im- 
pofiible for the Jacobites to carry them on with¬ 
out my knowledge, confidering the great In¬ 
tereft I had with the Carneronians. Ac laft the 
Government had repeated Advices, Matters were 
brought to Such a Crifis, that the Carneronians 
were to take Arms in the South , to be joined by 
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moft of the Presbyterians , by an Agreement with 
the Jacobites , who were to march from the North 
to Edinburgh , in order to put an end to that Par. 
liament, which, they faid, had no other Views, 
but to ruin the whole Nation. 

The Duke of Queenslerry> then Lord High 
CommifTioner, being apprized ofthefe Matters, 
and knowing what Interell theFamily I reprefeDt 
always had with the Cameramans t defired Sir Da~ 
vid Dalrymple to fend me to him in great hafte, 
having fomething of Importance to communicate 
to me. The Duke told me, he was informed, 
that the Highlaftders were ready to take Arms, 
in order to raife the Parliament; and only waited 
for the Cameronians , who were likewife engaged 
in that Affair, having appointed a Meeting on 
the River Nith near Sanquar , for that end \ which 
if not timely prevented, the Parliament would 
not only be raifed, and the regular Forces cut 
to pieces, but the French King would improve 
the Opportunity, by fending over Troops to that 
Country ; by which Britain would become a 
Field of Blood , and not only the Proteftant Reli¬ 
gion, but even the Liberties of Europe would 
be in danger ; but faid, that he believed it was 
in my power to prevent the Cameronians from 
going into fuch pernicious Meafures, and confe- 
quently, that the Jacibites durft not attempt any 
thing without them. 

I anfwer’d, I was very forry thatMatters were 
fuffer’d to come to that length, having always 
been an Enemy to Popery and the Pretender ; but 
was not able to hinder the Cameronians frompur- 
. l'uing 
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filing what Purpofes they had refolved. The Duke 
replied, That my PredeceiTors had commanded 
them many Years, and that I was the only likely 
Perfon to prevail with them to decline fuch de- 
fperate Refolutions. This Rhetorick, fo dex- 
troufly urged both by the Duke, and the late Earl 
of Stairs , perfuaded me to yield ; fo that 1 could 
no longer refill fuch rhetorical Arguments, but 
defired them to make no Promifes of the leaft Ac¬ 
knowledgment, or Reward ; it being necelTary 
that I could fay to the Camtroniatis , that I had no 
private worldly Intereft in view; (and truly I 
obtained my Requeft without any difficulty) but 
told the Duke, I forefaw fome Danger : For, if 
I propofed to do any effe£tual Service, I mull en¬ 
ter into all their Meafures, and then probably 
they would honour me with the chief Command, 
and by being at their Head in Rebellion againft 
the Queen and Government, I Ihould expofe my 
felf to their Difpleafure; and therefore it would 
be proper I fhould have a Privy Seal, authori- 
fing me to act as I found convenient: which I 
had accordingly fome time after. 

It was then I embarked fo heartily in thofe 
Meafures,which afterwards gave me fo much Sor¬ 
row ; altho’ I declare folemnly, that inltead of any 
Mifchief in view at that time, I had rather the 
Misfortune to believe that I was doing good 
Service to my own Country, and the Proteftant 
Intereft ; and defire the Reader ferioufly to confi- 
der how far a furious Zeal may carry one, even to 
a£t things contrary to Confcience, Honour, Inte¬ 
reft, and every thing that is dear to a true Patriot, 
and a good Chriftian, which I with to God had 
noj been my Cafe. Full 
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Full of unbridled Zeal, I fet out from Edin • 
burgh to Kjllocb Side, near Sanquar, the latter- 
end of November, 1706, where the leading Men of 
the Cameronians were affem bled < who admitted 
me forthwith into their General Meeting, and I 
addrelfed them pretty nigh their own Dialect as 
follows : 

My Friends, it is with great Pleafure and Sa¬ 
tisfaction, I prefent myfelf to your Aflembly, 
which meeting together at this Time, is theOc- 
cafion of my coming hither. I hope. Gentlemen, 
you are all fenfiblethat Matters are now brought 
to a Crifis, whereby all that is dear to us as Pro- 
tenants reformed from Popery, Slavery, &c. and 
alfoas true Scotfmen , is now like to be render’d 
precarious by the defigned Union. 

I fhall not pretend to give my Opinion in 
Matters of fuch Confequence, but hope to be in¬ 
formed by the better Judgments of this worthy 
AiTembly, whofe Bufinefs I take now to be, that 
you conlider what is incumbent on all honeft 
Men at this critical Juncture, whether we are to 
oppofe this Union, or not: If you agree in the 
Affirmative, then what fort of Oppolition this 
fhall be ; for it is very evident that the Parlia¬ 
ment refolves to ram it down our Throats, mau- 
gre all the Remonftrances of the whole Kingdom 
to the contrary. 

I doubt not, my Friends, but in treating of fuch 
important Matters, which lo nearly concern us, 
both in our Spiritual and Temporal Intereft,thac 
you will lay afide all Paffion and private Ani- 
moficies. For 
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For. my Part, I refolve to receive your In¬ 
ductions, and to fhare in Life and Death with 
you, as my Predeceffors have done in the word 
of Times ; to whom I am every way much Infe¬ 
rior, but fhall always endeavour to follow their 
Steps, and particularly in their Zeal for the true 
Troteftant Religion, and Affe&ion to you, who 
have fo juft a Title to be called the Zealous Rem¬ 
nant in Scotland. 

And tho’ I dare not be lo Arrogant as to 
challenge the fame refpecf you have always paid 
to them, I fhall be proud to lay hold of all Op¬ 
portunities to convince you, how much I refpcft 
and efteem you, and how much I have your 
Good at Heart. 

They anfwer’d me very affectionately, and 
proceeded to debate upon this important Occa¬ 
sion, and finding, that they were all of Opinion, 
that fuch an Union would be deftruHive, not on¬ 
ly of their Principles, but the Honour and Inte- 
reft of their Country, which, it was therefore 
their Duty to Oppofe at any Rate, I pretended 
(and would to God I had dealt more Sincerely) 
to join with them in all their Mealures, and of¬ 
fered to fortify their Refolutions, with fome Ar¬ 
guments of my own. 

Then they refolv’d-to burn the Articles pub¬ 
licity at the Market Crofs of Dumfries, and to 
Pubiifh their Declaration, mentioning their Rea- 
fons for fo doing; wherein likewife, all Thofe 
who had been any ways Aiding or Alfuting to it, 
were declared Enemies and Traitors to their Coun- 
1 ' D try, 
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try, which was afterwards very Solemnly per¬ 
formed, bv a confiderable Party of Horfe and 
Foot under Arms, with Sound of Trumpet and 
Beat of Drum. 

The Declaration being upon Record, I refer 
the Reader to it; for to infert any Thing here, 
that ever appeared in Print, would be fuperfluous. 

T h e Cameronians y as I expected, repofed more 
Confidence in me, than I defer ved, which will 
appear but too plainly in the following Sheets. 
\Vhereupon, I difpatcned an Exprefs to the Duke 
of Qneensberr)\ and told him, tho I had given way 
to iuch a Solemn Execution of the Union Arti¬ 
cles, that he might be Eafy notwithftanding, for 
it was neceflary to keep up to the Decorum they 
expected, in order to prevent their Profecution of 
fuch Meafures as mult infallibly difappoint him: 
And farther, I told him, it might be found expe¬ 
dient to burn the Houfes of fome that had been 
mold Inltrumental in carrying on the Union ; but 
neverthelefs, I doubted not, to order Matters fo,as 
that nothing was to be feared from the Cameroni - 
aus upon tliis Conduct, which looked very like 
Earnelt; 1 am convinced the whole Body of the 
Cameroni arts were rel'ol ved, my unworthy Self only 
excepted. 

But upon their former Agreements and Refo- 
lutions, thole that were upon the Head of the 
| Jacobites returned, and endeavoured to perfwade 
us to March on to Edinburgh , with full Affurance, 
that the Highlanders would meet us there ; which 
put me upon the fatal Neceflity, to Cant to the 

CameromanSy 
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Cameronians , that I fufpe&ed the "Jacobites , who 
had all along been our avowed Enemies, and 
thirfted after our Blood, in the Reigns of King 
Charles and King James , were but drawing us in¬ 
to a Snare, by perl wading us to rife in Arms a- 
gainft the Government; and they being Enemies 
to both, would be glad to fee us cut one another’s 
Throats; being allured, they defigned not to Act 
the Part they pretended : For we, like Chriftians, 
and brave Scotfmen , had given a publick Tefti- 
mony againft the Union, by burning the Articles, 
and making folemn Declarations againft all that 
had been Aiding and Affifting thereunto: And the 
Jacobites had never yet given fucli publick Evi¬ 
dence of their Averfion to it; fo our Signal not 
being anfwered by any fuch return from them a- 
gain, as having nothing elfe to expert from Peo¬ 
ple of their Principles, we had good Reafon to 
doubt, both of their Refolution and Sincerity. 

With fuch Arguments I cajoled the Camero- 
nians , that it was an eafie Matter for us to raile 
the Parliament at any time, without any AfFiftance 
from the Jacobites ; and to make both them, and 
all the Regular Forces that Guarded them, run 
their Country very foon ; but I told them, as pru¬ 
dent Men, we ought to confider what was fit to 
be done after fo bold a Stroke: For fhould we fe- 
parate, [aid, I, we muft expert to be treated as Re¬ 
bels; and if we keep together, we muft eftablilh 
a new Form of Government; which if it be Mo¬ 
narchical, or Republican, it is proper to Confult 
the reft of the Nation; for being but a fmall part 
of it, we could not fo eafily fet up a new Govern¬ 
ment, as to overturn the old; and therefore ought 
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to be fatisfiecl with what we had done, attending 
the Motion of the reft of our Country-men^ with 
whom we fhould endeavour to fix aFriendfhip and 
Correfpondence, and fo Regulate our felves ac¬ 
cordingly, in order to Ad unanimoufly for the 
Good of the whole. 

With which Advice they Teemed to be fatif- 
fied, and fo for that Time we parted. 

I return’d to Edinburgh, where abundance, 
both of my Cameraman and Jacobite Friends came, 
they, no doubt, with a very ferious Intention, to 
come into any honeft Meafures againft the Union, 
confining with the Publick Good of their Coun¬ 
try and Principles, to both which, the Came rom¬ 
ans are certainly very Stedfaft and Faithful. 

The Highlanders , who impatiently expeded 
our marching in lmall Parties, advanc’d tow aids 
Edinburgh ; but hearing we had feparated and 
gone Home, they return’d alfo ; whereby that 
Storm, which rnuft of Neceflity have overturn¬ 
ed both Parliament and Union, was at once laid 
without coming to Blows : For the Difappoint- 
inent given by the Cameronians , had broke all 
their JVleaiures ; and thus the Highlanders had 
much more Reaion to fiifped the Camt ronian\ 
Conduct, than they had to liifped the Highlan¬ 
ders ; but, with ihamc be ic told, of the Author 
of thtle Memoirs, neither of them was to blame, 
as will, to my Sorrow, but too p'ainly apoear. 
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The Reader will, perhaps think me trouble- 
fotne in loading my Story with my Faults ; but 
lure he cannot be ill pleafed, wlien he confiders, 
that he had not Teen the one but for the other, 
and will be latisfied of Impartiality in the follow¬ 
ing Sheets. For, however inconfiderable I may 
appear to thofe, who are ignorant of my Coun¬ 
try, thofe who know any thing of thofe Traniatv 
tions will eafily agree, tliat I have been the un¬ 
happy Inftrument of the Union, and confequent- 
ly, what I dread to Name. 

The Duke of Queenslerry having allured me, 
of being introduced to her Majefty’s Favour, upon 
account of my eminent Services, I was thereby 
led in to farther Labyrinths, and added to my 
Misfortunes, for I was, by an over-heated Zeal, 
milled unto feveral Errors, in the Conduct of 
thofe Affairs, which I have lince been heartily 
forry for; but never had any Malice or ill Dcfign 
in my Heart againft any Perlbn ; which is all I 
floall fay for my felf. 

So foon as the Jacobites had made the bell: of 
this woful Difappointment, they endeavoured 
afrefh to engage into their Intereft, fuch of the 
Cameronians as were at Edinburgh , but to no pur- 
pofe, for I took care to ftart fuch Difficulties, as 
they could not furmount. 

I floall only mention one Paffage as a Specimen. 

A Gentleman, entirely in Duke Hamilton's In- 
tereft, told me, that every Body was then ienli- 
ble of my prevailing Intereft with the Cameroni - 
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ans, and believed it was in my Power to be very 
uleful, in relieving my bleeding Country, from 
the Mifery it was about to be plunged into, from 
the Union; that it was better the ‘Pretender fhould 
be our King, and we a free People, than under 
the notion of Liberty and Property, live Slaves 
for ever, by giving up at once, what neither the 
Romans , Saxons , Danes , Normans , nor even the 
whole force of England , could by Conqueft ob¬ 
tain over us. 

I eonfelTed this fhocked me, efpecially when I 
reflected that a great many of my own Family 
bravely ventured, and loft their Lives in Defence 
of the Liberties of Scotland , againft that our 
Neighbour Country, but my inviolable Attach¬ 
ment to the Succelfion in the Houfe of Hanover , 
and the Revolution, upon which it was founded, 
proved in fpite of all the Arguments advanced by 
that Gentleman, and even in fpite of all that 
Honour and Confcience itfelf could fuggeft, too 
ftrong for any Motive or Confideration whatfo- 
ever. 

S o with Defign to break the Jacobites among 
therrtfelves, I told him, that the greateft Misfor¬ 
tunes which our Country laboured under, arofe 
from our Kings, being Kings of England ; who 
from that unhappy Hour, always forgot the true 
Intereil of Scotland , and therefore thought, that 
to make us once more a happy People, we muft 
have a King of our own, who had no manner of 
Title to the Englijh Crown ; which not being the 
‘Pretender's Calc, I ffould rather be for offering it 
to Duke Hamilton, whole Cafe it was very near' 
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being defeended from the Royal Family of the 
Stuarts , before King James IV. of Scotland, mar¬ 
ried Henry VII. of England's Daughter. 

H e feemed to like the Propofol, and faid, It 
would be proper to try how People would relifh 
it: I anfwered, It would be proper firft to try the 
Duke, if he would be willing to Accept it; and 
a few Days afterwards he told me, that he doubted 
not but to manage Matters with the Duke, fo as 
to procure his Approbation ; tho I. cannot fay the 
Bait took, which his Grace’s following behaviour 
teftified; tho I know fome People fufpe&ed him 
to incline that way; for tho he a£fed with more 
referve than formerly, it was rather out of Policy 
than Pride, as in my Opinion, intending thereby 
to wheedle the Cameronians and Presbyterians into 
a belief, that he had a Mind to embrace the Oder, 
which if he had effected, he might as eafily bring 
in the "Pretender , as fet up himfelf; and I am 
pretty fure, that was the height of his Ambition : 
And for this end, to perfwade the People into a 
belief of his Sincerity, he ever afterwards pre¬ 
tended to be averfe to every Thing that feemed to 
favour the Pretender , particularly, at the next 
meeting of the Jacobites, he feemed to crofs their 
Inclinations fo very much, that a certain great 
Man, with fome other Perfons of DilfinTion in 
that Intereft, left him in a Huff, and were always 
diffident of him afterwards. 

T h u s all Endeavours to prevent the Union be¬ 
ing fruftrated, it was confirmed in Parliament, Anno 
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Some Days before that, the Duke of Queens- 
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berry, and other great Men fet out for London to 
prefent the Effects of their Labour and Industry 
in aApril or May, but before they went, two Gen¬ 
tlemen met me in the Lady Murray 1 s-Gardens ,where 
we difcourfed about the Union, which was the 
common talk at that time, they infilled upon 
the Difhonour and Prejudice that Scotland would 
fufferby it, to which I agreed, for I was no Friend 
to the Union, farther than I had regard to the 
Hanover Succeflion, which indeed was then my 
Idol, as it had been all along. 

They told me (for my Intereft with the Came - 
ronians was then univerfally known) that it was 
in my Power to be a very confiderable Man, and 
might have what Terms I pleated, if I would join 
in a Project which was then on Foot, to bringin the 
‘Pretender , I faid it w r as of too great importance to 
give a fudden Anfwer to, but would think on it, 
which they feemod to be pleafed with, and told 
me, that there were fome Forces expe&ed from 
France, whereupon I forthwith went to the 
Duke of Queens berry, and told him, but con¬ 
cealed the Gentleman’s Name, the Duke was 
much furprized, when he underftood a French Pow¬ 
er was to land in Scotland, and defired me to go 
into their Meafures, in order to difeover the Plot. 

I told him that I was afraid, I had gone thro’ 
too much dirty Work already, which I could nei¬ 
ther anfwer to God or Man for, and wifhed fince 
the Union had taken Fifed, that a right ufe 
might be made of it for the good of the Coun¬ 
try, that lor my own Part I refolv’d to retire 
to lit down quietly, and reap the belt Crop I could 

get 
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get from it at leifure, and there I commenced a 
lort of Repentance, which, alas ! did not lafllong. 

At laft the Duke and I parted, after having 
ufed all the Rhetorick he was Mafter of, to per- 
fwade me, and fo I went to my Friend, the then 

Earl of R -, for whom I had a very great 

Efteem, and an in tire confidence in his Judgment. 

And having told him the fameStory, he pref¬ 
led me, as the Duke of Queen sherry did, and laid, 
it was impoffible other ways to difappoint fuch a 
dangerous Defign, for the Jacobites are very fenfi- 
ble, that you are capable to do them abundance of 
Service, and fo will not dally with you, and con- 
lequently you will be at liberty to ask what Quefi- 
tions you pleale, which no Body elfe can pretend 
to ; I return’d the fame Objections, which the 
Earl endeavour’d to obviate, by telling me, that 
I had wrong Notions of Honour, for what could 
be dearer to one, than his Religion and Country, 
both which were in imminent Danger, if the Ja¬ 
cobites and France , fucceeded in their Attempts: 
I replied, That to dye for my Country or Religion 
carried Honour, and confequently itsRewardalong 
with it; but to deceive any Man or Party, would 
bring with it a ftigma upon my Name and Family 
to which I hoped his Lordfhip had a little regard, 
finding me in this Difficulty, he bid me go home, 
and lleep a Night upon it, and hoped next Mor¬ 
ning to find me in a better Humour, pray, fays 
he, let us fee you then. 

I retired, revolving with myfelf, what was 
proper to be done, and what the Confequences 

might 
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might be; and tho I endeavoured to fliun all 
Company, my two Jacobite Friends, above-men* 
tioned, entred my Chamber, whom I received 
with fome Surprife, but at laft, affifted by the 

Earl of R -’s Advice, I told them, that I had 

been very Serious on what had palfed betwixt 
them and me, ever fmee I faw them, and would 
be ingenious and free with them, on what I had 
refolved, fince the Lives and Fortunes of many, 
might perhaps be involved in it. 

First then, I let them know, that I was a 
ftrift Presbyterian, an Enemy to Popery, Slave¬ 
ry, and Arbitary Power, but had no Affe&ion 
to the Union, as being deftru&ive to the Honour 
and Intereft of Scotland: But, if they could per. 
fwade me, that the Protefiant Religion, and my 
Country’s Good, would be upon a fecurer, and 
more advantageous footing by a Revolution, in 
favour of the Pretender , than under the prefent 
Eftablifhment, and an Union, I fhould be glad to 
join in what probable Meafures they fhould lay 
down; elle, I could not on any Confideration 
whatfoever, favour fuch a Defign. 

Secondly, I told them my Family would be 
ruined if I engaged in that Project, and therefore, 
it was neceilary I fhould have an equivalent fe- 
cured, if we failed in the Attempt. 

And Thirdly, tho they fhould fatisfie me, as 
to thefe two Objections, it would fignifie nothing, 
if the Cameronians were not alfo brought in, that 
in Honour and Confcience I durft not offer to 
piake any fuch attempt unlefs I could per-* 

feftly 
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fe&ly fatisfie them, that the Defign was founded 
upon a probability of Succefs, which in the mean 
time, I was not convinced of my lelf, but for that 
end, I defired them to let me know particularly, 
what afliftance was expe&ed from Abroad, and 
who was to join them at Home. 

I ftarted my firft Objection, as a back Door to 
flip out at, when an Opportunity offered, but upon 
any trifling Pretence to defert them, the Second, 
to know if they were Serious, and the Third, 
that I might get into the perfett underftanding of 
the whole Scheme. 

They anfwered, That they had no prefent 
Orders to fatisfy me, but hoped to do it in three 
or four Weeks, promifing to lofe no Time. 

* / 

S o foon as they left me, I went to the Earl of 

R -and told him what had paffed, which 

pleafed him lo much, that he applauded my con¬ 
duct, and his being upon the Wing for London , 
a Cypher was contrived whereby to carry on oqr 
Correlpondence. 

A n d lo I wifhed the Duke, and the reft of 
the Great Men a good Journey; but was a little 
embarrafled how to carry betwixt the Duke and the 
Squadrone , for tho’ they agreed in the main Point 
againft the ‘Pretender , yet they had no kindnels for 
one another, each of them having defired me feve- 
ral times, to drop the other, but the perlonal Re- 
fpeft I had to the Earl of R —, preponderated a lit¬ 
tle to that Side, tho the fweet eafy Temper of the 
Duke of Qiieenslerry, which was very oblig- 
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mg, and efpecially, his hearty Inclinations to the 
Hanover Succeflion, made me refolve to carry the 
Ballance as even betwixt them as I could, and 
gratifie them both. 

But in Juftice to the good Duke of Qiteens- 
berry's Memory, the Reader muft know, that tho’ 
he was acting evidently in Favour of England , I 
was perfwaded of his Affeftion to his own 
Country notwirhftanding, for in February 1706-7, 
His Grace and I privately difputed, whythe&o^j 
were fo generally averfe to the Union; which 
we attributed chiefly to the Fears which the moft 
Judicious among us had of England's Honour and 
Fidelity in their obferving the Articles agreed to, 
bad tho’ they were, for being the Majority, it was 
always in their Power to put what Senle upon 
them they thought fit ; which, tho’ the Duke 
could not deny, He flattered himfelf, that the 
Englifb would Aft quite otherwife after the Uni¬ 
on : For, / aid he , Now they muft reckon us a- 
part of themfelves, elfe the Union will be of no 
Ufe to them, if they do not endeavour to gain our 
Afteftions, and fo to conquer us by theirs ; for 
they know very well, that they could never con¬ 
quer us any other way, and fo, for their own fakes, 
they will rather make the Union better for us than 
worfe. It leems the Duke was very much flat¬ 
tered with this Argument by th & Englzfh, which 
made him undertake it fo very heartily ; for, he 
declared, that if he had thought it poflible to lave 
his Country, and tecure the Proteftant Religion 
and Intereft (which he believed was the only 
Means to prevent his Country’s Ruin ) any other 
way than by an Union, he had not imbark’d in 
it with fo much Zeal. I 
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I muff do him the Juftice to declare, he repre- 
fented all my good Services to the Queen, accor¬ 
ding to his Promife ; even, tho’ I had in a man¬ 
ner delerted him, and gone over into all the Mea- 
fures of the Squadro?te, and that Party ; fo that I 
had no Reafon to doubt his Sincerity, for he al¬ 
ways lfood my fait Friend, being a Religious Ob- 
ferver of his Word, when others, of whom I de- 
ferved better, Deferted me. 

The Duke, and the other great Men, went to 
London, and I retired to Kjrjland ’ to breathe fome 
honeft Air in the Country, which might have had 
a very good EtFeft ; but "for the Bug-bear of To- 
pry, which ffill troubled my Head, and prevailed 
againft all the Suggeifions of Honour and Inte¬ 
relf, Country-Air, and every Thing. 

I flayed in the Country a Fortnight, and in that 
time, an E^prefs came from one of my Jacobite 
Friends, telling me, That they were ready to 
treat with me upon the grand Affair. 

Accordingly we met at Edinburgh, in May 
1707, and they produced their Inftrudtions from 
St. Germains, to latisfy me in every Thing, with 
A durance, that nothing fhould be wanting to fe- 
cure the Proteftant Religion ; that I fhould have 
an equivalent lor my Eftate : And to fbew what 
Confidence they repofed in me, they anfwered eve¬ 
ry Quelfion according to my Mind, and, in fhort, 
let me in to the v/hoie Affair. 


First, 
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First, We difputed what number of Troops 
was Necellary to be fent to Scotland.. Secondly , 
What Arms and Officers were wanting. And, 
Thirdly , What was proper to be mentioned in the 
Pretender's Manifefto, concerning Religion. 

W e differed in our Opinions; but at laft re- 
folved (for they acquiefced in every Thing I faid) 
that 5000 Men was enough to be detached from 
Trance , and that the Manifefto fhould declare a- 
gainft the Union, fince it was from the univerfal 
hatred at it, we had any Hopes to bring in fo many 
of the Revolution Party to the Pretenders Inte- 
reft, that he fhould declare he was at prefent a Ptf- 
fifi ; but would chearfully give ear to Proteftant 
Divines, and if they could convince him of an 
Errour from the Word of God, he would be glad 
to embrace the Religion of his People : For if he 
declared himfelf any thing elfe, his Sincerity 
would be fulpecled, and the truth of every thing 
he faid ; upon which they anfvvered, they would 
take Care to make a faithful Report to the proper 
Perfons. 

I acquainted the Duke of Queenslerry with 
what had pafled, and in June 1707, fent his 
Grace a Copy of the Cypher agreed to between the 
Scots and Trench Agents, writ by one of the French 
Agents, who was a Man publickly known, at the 
fame time, defiring him to let the Englifh Miniftry 
know the Danger the prelent Conftitution was in. 

Upon thefe my good Services, as they were 
called, I was flattered with abundance of Congra¬ 
tulations from feveral great Men, particularly 

from 
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from a fpecial Friend of Queenslerr/s, with the 
Duke’s Proteftations of leaving nothing undone, 
to lfrengthen my Hands in the good Work; and 
alluring me, that the Queen was very fenfible of 
my great Services, which She would take care to 
reward accordingly, and truly, I dare fay, I was 
rewarded juil as I deferved. 

The Privy-Seal I mentioned before, never 
came to my Hands till now, that Mr. ‘ Baylie , of 
|Jeruifwood , late one of the Lords of the Trealury 
lent it me, whereof the true Copy is as follows. 

Anne R. 

Whereas, we are fully fenfible of the 
Fidelity and Loyalty ol John Ker , of Kerf- 
land Elq; and of the Services he hath per¬ 
formed to us and our Government : We 
therefore grant him this our Royal Leave 
and Licence, to keep Company and Aflo- 
ciate himfelf, with fuch, as are difaffe&ed 
to us and our Government; in fuch Way 
or Manner, as he fhall judge moft for our 
Service. Given under our Royal Hand, 
at our Caftle of Windfor , the 7th of July 
1707, and of our Reign the 6th Year. 

Notwithstanding this mighty Applaufc 
and Approbation, the little Honour and Confer¬ 
ence I h'ad left, had certainly peifwaded me to 

abandon 
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abandon fucli wicked Courfes, and drop the 
Court Intereft for ever ; had not a Presbyterian 
Parfon, a Man of great Learning and i'eeming 
Piety, confirmed me in them, he was a Cafuift of 
the Court-Stamp, which made both my Confci- 
ence and Honour give way, and fo was engaged 
more than ever, in the Profecution of fuch un- 
happy Contrivances, as was afterwards put in 
Execution. 


I had a very difficult Game to Play, and 
many Things to do, of fo tender a Nature, that 
they were to be very delicately touched, and the 
rather, that I had no Body I could truft to go a- 
long with me ; fometimes I asked Advice of Mr. 
Cockburn , the Lord Chief Juftice’s Clerk, and Mr. 
Baylie , &rc. but they being often out of the way, 
I was forced to take a great deal upon my felf. 


I employed Spies and Agents over all the 
Country, to inform me of every thing that palled 
among th e Jacobites, at their Clubs and private 
Meetings, whereby I was not only capable to 
judge of the French Agents Sincerity with me, 
but even to counter-a& and dilappoint the Jaco¬ 
bites at any time. 


But being obliged to perfuade thofe St. Ger¬ 
main Agents of my Interelf with the Cameronians , 
and that I meant, Sincerely, to bring them into the 
'Pretender* Intereft, the better to deceive them; 
I futfered them, not only to proceed in their own 
Way, but even contributed to their Afliftance, ftill 
keeping it in my fo.ver, to undo what I had done 
when l pieaied; whereby I got to the bottom of 

all 


John Ker, Efy 49 

all their Plots and Defigns,and to the Knowledge 
of every body concerned therein ; whofe Names, 
how vile a part foever I affed my felf, yet no¬ 
thing could ever perfuade me to divulge, but to 
one Perfon, upon Promife of Secrecy, which I 
thought myfelf pretty fure of; molt of the Jaco¬ 
bites of any Note, being his own Relations, and 
fo he had more Reafon to Conceal them than I. 
But I had fo much Confidence in him, that I left 
my Privy Seal in his Cultody, upon which both 
my Life and Fortune did then depend. 

I infilt upon this Point the more, having been 
blamed as the Caufe of the Scots Noblemen and 
Gentlemens coming up to London , by an Order of 
the Government, in 1708, after the flight of the 
? retender , which I declare, before God, I had no 
Hand in. 

I njidy, 1707, there was a Plot to Surprize 
the Calf le of Edinburgh ; there being in it, at that 
time, 400000/. called the Equivalent Money, 
and the relf of the Current Coin in the Kingdom 
was called in, in order to be recoined. 

This Plot was to be put in Execution by a 
certain Gentleman, who was a very bold enter- 
prifing Perfon, and had appointed with 20 or 30 
of his Accomplices, to appear upon the Calf le-Hill 
fuch a Day ac Noon ; it being always full ofCom- 
pany every Day at that Time, with Swords and 
Private Arms, and fo tofeatter chemfelves among 
the Crowd, as nigh the Draw-bridge as they 
could ; which this Gentleman was to enter, and 

E enquire 
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enquire for a'Friend in the Cattle, who, fo Toon 
as Orders fhould be given to open the Gate, 
which is never denied to any Gentleman, was to 
Piftol the Centinel, as a Signal to his Men to fol¬ 
low him, and fecure the Bridge; and an hundred 
Men more, who were to be lodged in a Cellar 
on the Cattle-Hill, were alfo, upon this Signal, 
to make the beft of their way in order to fecure 
all at once. 

When this Plot was upon the Point of Execu¬ 
tion, the Secret was recommended to my Appro¬ 
bation, by the very Gentleman who had underta¬ 
ken it; he told me like wife, that he had furveyed 
the Cattle, and found it dettitute both of Soldiers 
and Ammunition, there being but thirty-five ef¬ 
fective Men in it, fome of whom he had already 
Debauched. 

This Refolution furprized me not a little, and 
the rather becaufe it was like to Succeed, and 
that very fpeedily : The Cattle of Edinburgh 
being at any time of vaft Importance; but efpe- 
cially then, when fuch a great Sum was in it, and 
muff have fallen into the Hands of our Enemies, 
which it wasfcarce poflible to prevent, there be¬ 
ing none of the Government at that time, in 
Town for me to apply to ; and, befides, I had 
Orders to Communicate no Secrets to any in Scot¬ 
land, but the Lord Juftice Clerk , who then lay 
very Sick in the Country ; and other two Per- 
fons, who happened then to be at Loudon. 

Whereupon, I told the Gentleman, That 
tho the Pottettion of the Cattle was of great Con- 

lequence, 
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fequence,yet to feize it at thatTime, would Ruin 
all, by alarming Ettgland ; who would, thereup¬ 
on, equip a Fleet to prevent theEretender's com¬ 
ing ; and fa id, it would do better to defer it till 
he was ready to Embark : Farther, fuch a Dif- 
covery, inftead of bringing any bad Confequence 
along with it, would rather, if rightly timed, be 
a difcouraging Blow to the Government: Where¬ 
as, at that prefent time, it would awaken the 
EngliJJo , and give them an Opportunity to break 
all our Meafures ; and that we could fuffer no¬ 
thing by deferring it till a more proper Time, 
fince we might always have the fame Opportu¬ 
nity at Hand ; to which the Gentleman agreed, 
and fo it was delayed. 

With all thefe Proceedings, I immediatly ac¬ 
quainted the Lord i?//^ 7 ;v^/»r^r,and theDuke of 
Qucensberry ; and begg’d them to put the King¬ 
dom and Caftle in better Defence : But finding no 
Care taken of either, I took Leave of my 'Ja¬ 
cobite Friends; and inftead of going into the 
Country, as I pretended, I pofted to London, from 
thence I went to Wind'for, with my Credentials a- 
long with me to my Lord Treafurer, where I 
found him at theDutchefs of Marlborough^ . I fent 
a Letter to hisLordfhip,who came out immediat¬ 
ly and carried me along with him to his Houfe, 
where, I laid before him all that had happened 
lately in Scotland , which convinced him, that 
there was an Invafion from France intended; and 
fo, after abundance of Civilities, he ordered me 
to Poft back to Scotland , and faid, he would take 
Care to Difappoint the Enemies Defigns. 
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I obeyed his Orders, and was in Edinburgh 
fooner than a Letter, wrote by a Scots Jacobite in 
London, to his Friend at Edinburgh , which told 
him, that he faw me come out of a certain Houfe 
in St.James's Square the very Day he writ it; but 
upon*my arrival, I went to the Dutchefs of Gor¬ 
don's; where I met fome of thsSP retender's Agents, 
this prevented their giving any Credit to that 
Letter, which came not to their Hands till the 
next Morning: However, it ferved to make them 
Jealous of me, for they told meat the next Meet¬ 
ing, that they had feen a Letter, which affured 
them that I had been lately in London. 

I told them, that tho’ it was needlefs to Con¬ 
tradict them, if they believed it, whether it was 
true or falfe, yet they might ealily fee they were 
impofed on, by the time which they knew wasfo 
very little from my leaving of Edinburgh till I 
return’d; and their believing any Stories, would 
produce no other Effeft, than to create fuch Mif- 
underltandings betwixt us, as muft effe&ually dif- 
appointour Intentions; and then they faid, they 
believed I was injured; but to Convince every 
Body of my Sincerity, they defired me to per- 
fuade the Cameronians to make a publickAppear- 
ance againft the Government, which would be of 
great Moment to the ( Prcte7tder's Intereft, and 
encourage the French King to fend over the 
Forces to aflilb him, which he had refolved on 
before ; for then he needed not doubt of Succefs, 
if the Cameronians came heartily into the Caufe, 
as knowing they were a brave People, and their 
Fidelity might be depended on. 


This 
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This Propofal perplexed me, but confidering 
it was of the laft Confequence, to keep on the 
Mask as long as I could, I convened that Party 
of the Cameronians which followed Mr. Mac 
Millan , one of their Preachers, at Satiquehar, 
and at the Market Crofs , made publick Decla¬ 
ration againft the Queen, That file had forfeited 
her Right to the Crown, by impofing the Union 
upon us ; and therefore difowned her Authority 
and Government, declaring it unlawful to pay 
Taxes, or Obey her, or any that pretended to 
any manner of Authority under her. 

Tho this Declaration did not mention the Pro 
tejider exprefly, yet it was couched fo, as to make 
the Jacobites hope, that the Caineronians might 
be foon reconciled to that Intereft. They fixed it 
to the Crofs when they had done, and it was af¬ 
terwards, when the Cameronians were difper- 
fed, difpatched Exprefs to . Edinburgh . 

The Lord Juftice Clerk, who was then prime 
Minifler in Scotland, writ to me, with heavy 
Complaints of this Infolence, whom I anfwered. 
That it was Neceffary, in order to renew the 
Confidence, which I thought was proper the Ja¬ 
cobites fhould repofe in the Cameronians, and to 
confirm my Credit with them, which I thought 
was declining. 

Some time afterwards, I found fome cunning 
Jacobites took abundance of Pains to reconcile the 
feveral Parties, whofe different Principles and O- 
pinions, had all along prevented the Scots in ge¬ 
neral from an unanimous Refolution, either to 

E 5 ' dif- 
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difappoint the Union, ordiffolve it, fince it had 
been put upon them : For this end, they perfua- 
ded fome ‘Presbyterian Minifters to ad juft their 
Differences with the Cameroiiians• Whereupon, 
I was involved in new Difficulties, for feeing 
what this would amount to, I muft confefs, 
That I was forced to Aft a very Unacceptable 
Part ; for tho’ I am as defirous of an univerfal 
Harmony as any Man, I ftudied to throw all the 
Obftacles I could in their way,in order to prevent 
fuch a Reconciliation,which I knew,would at that 
time effectually anfwer the Enemy’s Intention, 
and overturn the Union, and every Thing elfe. 

My Endeavours anfwered my Defign, for I 
did fome particular Services to the Government 
at that time, which would be too tedious here 
to mention. 

But notwithftanding my frequent Meffages, 
and ledulous Application to the Court, to put 
the Nation in a better Defence, no care was ei¬ 
ther taken, as to the Caftle of ’Edinburgh , or to 
prevent the threatened Invafion, from all which I 
could fcarce forbear cenfurin^ the Treafurer and 
the whole Miniftry, as being in the Plot. 

Whereupon I went to London , in February 
1707-8, and juft as the News came to Court, 
that the Pretender embarked at2)«»£/n&,myjea- 
loufy of Qodolphiu increafed, efpeciaily when a 
certain great Man told me, that he, and all the 
reft of the Whig Lords, fufpefted him, having ta¬ 
ken no care to fecure Scotland , See. And confe- 
quently, he believed it was ruined, being at that 
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time indeed, in very defencelefs Circumftances, 
for there was not above 1500 regular Troops in 
the Nation, and all the Caftles and Forts unpro¬ 
vided. 

However, I went to the Treafurer, who re¬ 
ceived me with a grimace of Efteem, and com¬ 
mended my Diligence, telling me, he was in¬ 
formed that the French were embarking at Dun- 
kirk, and therefore it was proper I fhould return 
to Scotland , and he would take care to fend For¬ 
ces, and all other Necelfaries fpeedily after me, 
and then fhowed me a Lift of the Men of War, 
that were preparing with all Expedition, to block 
up Dunkirk , and prevent the French landing. 

I anfwered, I was afraid that their Landing 
could fcarce be prevented, for their Ships were 
all light Frigates, and Privateers, and well clean¬ 
ed, and fo would out-fail ours, which I was told 
was very foul, and fo begged him not think to 
prevent their landing ; but rather prepare to give 
them a warm Reception when landed; he defired 
me to make all hafte for Scotland , and promifed 
to fend me his Directions from time to time, as 
the Circumftances required. 

I told him, that to go to Scotland , whilft it 
was unprovided, would be of no Service, either 
to it, or the Government; and if I offered to 
throw off the Mask, without a Protection, I de- 
ferved to have my Throat cut; and fo begged to 
beexcufed, at leaft, till his Lordfhip was pleafed 
to let me know, what Part I was to Act for my 
own, and my Country’s Defence : he asked what 

E 4 it 
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it was I propofed to do, I anfwered, that upon 
the ‘Pretender' s landing, I would perfuade the 
Cameronians to draw together, and Declare a- 
gainft the ‘Pretender : Threatning Mifchief to 
all that joined him, and contrive the Manifefto 
in fuch Terms, as none of Khe‘Presbyteriansftio\i\& 
appear for him; which would be fuch a mortify* 
ing Disappointment to the Jacobites, that even 
they durft not offer to appear; but, [aid he, If 
you take Arms againft the Pretender, before the 
Troops from Fnglatid arrive, you will be cut to 
Pieces, being in no Condition to oppofe fuch nu- 
merous Forces as will come with him : I replied, 
That it was absolutely necelTary to make an ap¬ 
pearance againft him upon his landing, otherwife 
a great many good difpofed People, might be in- 
fnared into his lntereft, and join him out of perfect 
fpite at the Union, but if a Body of well affe&ed 
People, exerted themfelves in fuch a manner, giv¬ 
ing their proper Reafons for it in their Declarati¬ 
on, I would engage by fuch Means to prevent the 
Presbyterians joining him, and doubted not to be 
able to keep the Mountains, in fpite of all the 
French and Jacobites that Should offer to difturb 
us, till fuch time as Succours arrived. 

He defired me to go down, and do as I thought 
fit, and then I told him, it would be necelTary to 
fend down Money to buy Ammunition, and de¬ 
fray fome Arrears of Pay, that was due tofome 
of the Catneronian Officers, lince they had been in 
Flanders the laft War, that it was but a Trifle, 
and it would both encourage them, and make my 
Work light ; and I doubted nor, upon fuch Con¬ 
ditions, that I was capable upon the Head of the 
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Cameronians , to perform more, than he could 
imagine at that time, which he might afTure the 
Queen of, and that She had not mifplaced her 
(Confidence in me. 

My Lord Hill infilled upon my hailing for 
Scotland , and promifed to fend the Money after 
me, to be laid out as I propofed, but it never 
came, tho’ I mull confefs, he gave me Money 
generoufly enough, for my own private Occali- 
ons ; as I offered to withdraw, he came nearer, 
and told me, that I needed not Write to any Per- 
fon, for it would be better toCorrefpond only 
with himfelf, fince whatever I Wrote muff come 
before him, and promifed, if I would lincerely 
attach my felf to him, to be my Friend, and 
do every thing for me I delired : he look’d very 
ferious,and faid farther, that I might depend up¬ 
on it, he would make good what he faid; to all 
which I returned a Compliment, being refolved 
to live and dye with the Squadronc, and the reft 
of the Whigs ; but how well they deferved this 
Refolution at my Hands, will appear hereafter. • 

The Treafurer ask’d how he fhould direfl to 
me, I told him, To Mr. John Hour at , to the 
care of Alexander Arbuihnot , Merchant in 
Edwburgh* He conduced me to the Door and 
wilhed me a good Journey, and faid, he thought 
it proper to have a Pals, and a Poll Warrant, 
which he ordered for me immediately. 

I went inllantly to a certain Duke and told 
him all that pall, then, faid he , the Treafurer 
is certainly in the Pm^^’slnterell,which gave 

him 
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him fuch difmal Apprehenfions, that he expected 
nothing but Ruin: this he hoped I would prevent, 
by feizmg fome of the principal Jacobites in 
Sc tland-, which was eaiy to do, when every 
thing was in Confufion there, for by having 
them in Cuftody, it would be in my Power, in 
cafe of the worft, to make Terms for fome of 
my Friends; he promifed to get fome of the 
Whig Lords to make the Treafurer mind his 
Promife, to fend down the Money for the Pur- 
pofes I propofed, and fo we parted. 

Next I went to the Houfe of Lords, to find the 
Duke of Qiicensberry , who immediately came to 
the Door, and took me into a fide Room, he ask’d 
me if I had any late Accounts from Scotland . 
Nothing of Moment, [aid /, but was come to 
receive his Grace’s Commands thither, having ta¬ 
ken leave of the Treafurer; he [aid, he wiflied 
he had known it fooner, that he might have per- 
fwaded him to do what was Neceffary ; the Duke 
ask’d me what I would have him to do, promi- 
fing to be wanting in nothing that was in his 
Power to contribute to the Prefervation of his 
Country, wiiich mull be ruin’d if th z‘Pretender 
fucceeded : For his Part, he [aid , he knew what 
he had to expeft, his Eftate being intended to be 
given to the Lord Middleton. I told him, that 
the chief Point in Scotland , was to prevent the 
Presbyterians , and Camcronians , from joining 
the Jacobites , fince their natural Averfion to the 
Union might probably incline them that way ; I 
promifed to do the beft I could in every thing, 
and fo we parted. 


I 
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I went to the Poft-Houfe, and io to Scotland 
juft as the Pretender appear’d on that Ccaft, 
whereupon I affembled the leading Men of the 
Cameroniansy at Sanquehar> and ipoke to them 
as follows. 

My Friends, no doubt it will be hard for you 
to reconcile the different Turns I have made, in 
my late Conduft, which I affure you proceeds 
not from any want of due Refpebt and Confidence 
in you; but, as both my Education and Converfa- 
tion, hath furnifh’d me with various Opportu¬ 
nities to know, and get to the bottom of many 
Things, which lie perfectly out of your way ; 
fo I never intended any thing but your real Good 
and Advantage, having employed all thefe Op¬ 
portunities for that end, and muft really tell 
you, that I have watched for your Safety. 

I thought it proper to conceal my Reafons, for 
fome myfterious Steps we made, becaufe, I could 
not otherwife form a Judgment, what might be 
our Duty and Intereft in thefe Perilous Times; 
but be affured, you (hall reap the Benefit, and 
good Confequences of my Labour and Induftry, 
to which, you have a juft Title upon many Ac¬ 
counts. 

Had I told you every thing as it happened, and 
my Intentions thereupon, I fhould not have per- 
fwaded you to A£l fome Parts you have done ; for 
every Man, is not equal to every Thing, nor ca¬ 
pable to bear a Part in delicate Affairs, wherein 
many Judicious Perfons have been employed, 
^yith Views quite different, from either yours or 

mine: 
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mine : I come now to open my Bread, and let you 
know, that my averfion to the Union, hath made 
me perhaps go too far infome Meafures, which I 
fear is not altogether for the Intereft of our Coun¬ 
try, and muft tell you now, that I can find no 
Security for the c Proteftant Religion, from the 
‘Pretender's Succefs, but rather, inevitable De- 
ftrudfion ; he is now upon our Coafts aboard a 
French Fleet, with an Army of French and Jrijh 
Fapifts, who have murder’d fo many of our 
Brethren in France , (the Melancholy Account 
whereof, I here prefent you in this Book.) And, 
he is fo bigotted to the Errors of the Church of 
Fo/ncy that there is no Hopes now of perfwading 
him to renounce his Opinion, even tho’ he fbould 
Succeed, as I once had Faith that he might have 
been prevailed withal, from his pretended Fa¬ 
ther’s Misfortunes, but, alas! my Hopes are all 
v’anifhed, for I know fuch Propofals have been 
lately made to him, by fome of our Country¬ 
men, but he hath rejetted them all. 

My Friends, you know it is againft the Word 
of God, to have any manner of Communication 
with God’s Enemies, and Idolaters; you may re¬ 
member how the Prophet rebuked Jehofaphaty 
for fuch a Crime, as Chronicles mention ; you 
know too that it is a Maxim with us, and all 
good People, not to do Evil, that Good may 
come of it ; but rather let us wait God’s own 
time to deliver us from the Union, and ourOp- 
prelfors, which he will furely do, and much 
more for us, if we prefer his Intereft to our 
own. 


Let 
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Let us all then, as true Proteftants, good Chri- 
ftians, and brave Scotfjne?i, commit our Caufe, 
and that of our bleeding Country, to God, and 
oppofe the Enemies of his Truth, with our Swords 
in our Hands, and an undaunted Refolution,to Seal 
with our Blood, that Teftimony, which fo many 
of our Friends and noble Progenitors, have alrea¬ 
dy Sealed, both on Scaffolds, and in the Fields: 
For my part, I (hall reckon it my greateff Honour 
to join with you in Life and Death, in the defence 
of fuch a glorious Caufe; for which the Fami¬ 
ly I reprefent, have fuffered fo much, and for 
which, my Predeceffors have fo freely ventured, 
and abandoned both their Lives and Fortunes. 

I preffed this with abundance of Zeal, and de- 
fired them ferioully to perufe the Book above- 
mentioned, which a Perfon of Quality had given 
me for that end r when I was laft at London ; but 
was informed afterwards, that it was put upon us 
by the late infamous Affadine Quifcard , in order 
to poffefs the People Great-firitain with Hor¬ 
ror and Revenge againft France, becaufe of the 
then approaching Peace,which the Whigs forefa w, 
would be very prejudicial to the Nation. 

The Reader muff know, that from the Con¬ 
fidence the Camcronians repofed in me, they 
laid afide their Refentments againft the Union for 
fome time, and agreed to my Propofal, which 
was to Declare againft the 'Pretender, and all that 
joined him, as Enemies ; for which the neceffary 
Difpofitions were made, and a little while after¬ 
wards, the following Letter came to my Hands 
from a Perfon of Quality then at London. 


Sir, 
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Sir, You have heard by this time, that the 
Pretender failed from 'Dunkirk with the French 
Fleet, and Sir George 'Bing is in purfuit of him ; 
One would think now, that the Treafurer is in 
Earneft, as I am fure the Whig Lords are : The 
Lord Juftice Clerk hath Orders, by his Port:, to 
give you the Money you defired ; pray make the 
Camcronian Officers fenfible, that my Lord So* 
'mers has, in a manner, forced it from the Trea¬ 
furer; I have no doubt but you will be able now 
to exert your felf; Let me hear often from you 
(jc. London , March 20, 1707-8. 

Upon receipt of this Letter, I went 1 0 Edin¬ 
burgh, and told the Lord Juftice Clerk of it, who 
immediately produced another from the Lord 
Treafurer, mentioning, that the Lord Somcn 
had prevailed with him to fend the inclofed, 
which, he Laid, was an Order for Money, which 
was to be given to the Cameronians in payment 
of their Arrears. But upon perufal, we found it 
to be only an humble Requeft, That the Lord Ju¬ 
ftice Clerk would pleafe to pay feveral Officers 
under my Direction, their refpe&ive juft De¬ 
mands ; and he would endeavour to perfwadethe 
Queen to allow it; but furely no body would ad¬ 
vance a Farthing on fuch New-fafhioned Orders: 
And lo I ported back to the Cameronians , with 
fair Promifes only, which they could not be very 
well pleafed with ; but continued refolute to op- 
pofe the 'Pretender notwithftanding. 

The French Fleet, as I had foretold the Treafu¬ 
rer, outlailed ours; and when they came upon the 
Coaft of Scotland) they gave a Signal to Dunotet 
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Caftle, which was the Place appointed for that 
end; but the Signal not being anfwered by the 
late Earl Marjhall, who was ordered there tor 
that Purpofe, they failed ftrait to the Firth of 
.Edinburgh, where they Anchored in March , 
1707-8, upon Fhurfday Evening, when there was 
not four Rounds in the Caftle; nor did the whole 
Garrifon, at that time, conlift of Forty effc£tive 
Men, as I told you before: nor came there any 
Ammunition to it till the ntxtSaturdayftom'Ber- 
wick. So that if th zTretender had landed, it muft: 
certainly have fallen into his Hands, if Sir George 
Fling had not come the fame Night fo near the 
Enemy, that he difcovered them by his Advice- 
Boat ; whereupon he gave a Signal to our Fleet, 
to come and Anchor there; which fo alarmed the 
French , that they immediately cut their Cables, 
and got out to Sea : Next Morning our Fleet pur- 
fued,and took the Salisbury Man of War, only 
the Enemy bore to the Northward, ,and our Fleet, 
infteadof purfuing them, or guarding the Coaft, 
returned to the Firth, where they Anchored,leav¬ 
ing all the Northern Coafts bare and defencelefs ; 
for the fretich Fleet, not long afterwards, came 
into the Firth of Murray, and the Fretetider de- 
fired th ^French Admiral, called Fourbin , to land 
the Troops there, which he refufed ; then he 
begged that his own national Troops, Scots and 
Irijk might be landed, for he had four Irifb Regi¬ 
ments aboard, as good as any in Europe, but 
Fourbin told him he had pofitive Orders to the 
contrary. 

Some a Hedged, Fourbin would not comply 
with the Fretender* s Requeft, becaule his Signal 

was 
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was not anfwered from c Dunoter Caftle; others, 
becaufe the Chief Jacobites were taken into Cuf- 
tody fomefew days before, and the Cameronians 
had difappointed them; which irreparably broke 
all their Meafures 5 others again believed with 
me, that the King of France never valued the 
‘Pretender, fart er, than to make a Tool of him, 
in order to perplex Great Britain , and their Af¬ 
fairs ; tho } I believe, at the fame time, that if he 
had landed only with his Valet de Chambrc , he 
could never have had a better Opportunity to 
gain his Point from that time to this. 

But the French Fleet went Home, and a great 
many People of Quality, and Diftin&ion in Scot - 
land , were fecured, and ordered for London , 
where they were confined in the Lower for a lit¬ 
tle Time, but were bailed out by the Whigs , and 
fo returned to Scotlatid in good time, to influ¬ 
ence the Ele&ions for the next Parliament, in op- 
pofition to Qtieensbcrry and the Treafurer; but 
whether the Whigs or they changed Sides, I leave 
to the Annals of thofe Times. 

About this time there was a Letter wrote to 
me from London , by a Perfon of Quality, defi¬ 
ring me to procure an Addrefs from the Cainero- 
nians , to the Queen, reprefenting their Fears of 
Popery , &c. And therefore praying to callover 
the Broteftajit Succeffor. 

I was very ready to oblige him in any thing 
that regarded the ProteJlantSucczttxon, but being 
afraid it might be made ufe of for fome other 
end than waspropofed, I declined, troubling the 

Came• 
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Cameronians about it, after which I had another 
Letter, prelling me with the greateft ofearneft- 
nefs to procure the forefaid Addrefs: Saying, ic 
would be of vaft Confequence to fecure the ‘ Prote - 
J?./nt SuccelTion, and a great Honour to myfelf and 
the6V? meromausj.o be the firft that fhould addrefs 
her Mijefty upon that Account, alluring me in the 
faid Letter, that this Addrefs would quickly be 
follow’d by a great many others to the fame Pur- 
pofe, and they fhould foon be payed their Arrears, 
he prevailed ; and fo the Addrefs was drawn up 
accordingly, but with a peculiar Stile, which 
was Signed by a great many, and fent to him, 
who received it with many Congratulations, 
and fhewed it to his Friends, the Whig Lords 
at London , who were all fo mightily pleafed 
therewith, that I had abundance of Acknow¬ 
ledgments thereupon in many Letters, as a Mat* 
ter of the laft Confequence : for an Addrefs,/}//^ 
they, from fuch a Body of well difciplin’d Men, 
would not only ftrike an Awe into the Enemies of 
the illuftrious Houle, but would likewife be an 
Example to the reft of the Nation. They deli- 
red me, likewife, to allure my Friends, that it 
was now in the Whig Lords power to oblige 
the Treafurer to do what they pleafed, and con- 
fequently we might expefl our Money very 
fhortly, tho 7 not a Farthing ever yet came. 

Tho’ this Addrefs was never prefented, I be¬ 
lieve it had the fame Succefs they defired, for it 
fofrightned the Treafurer, that fomcof the lead¬ 
ing Whigs were put into eminent Polls thereby. 
Wharton was made Lieutenant of Ireland , Som¬ 
mers Prefident of the Council, (jc . and then the 
Caweronian Officers thought it was their Turn 

F to 


66 The Memoirs of 

to be ferved, fince, by their Means, the Whig 
Lords had their Inclinations fo much gratified : 
But, notwithstanding all the fine Compliments 
and united Promifes of the Duke, and the reft of 
the Whig Lords, inftead of any Reward for the 
vaft Expence I had been at upon their Account, 
the following Letter from a great Man in the 
Whigs Intereft, was delivered to me by one of 
the Commiflioners of the Excife. 

i 

Sir , I had yours laft Poft, and am heartily 
forry for your Indifpofition, from which I ear- 
neftly wifh you a Recovery : lam oblig’d to ac¬ 
quaint you, that I muft break off all further Cor- 
refpondence with you 5 the Gentleman who de¬ 
livers this to you, will let you know the Reafons; 
but I declare this does not proceed from any want 
of Senfe of my Obligations to you, which I will 
never forget; nor have I any Grounds to doubt of 
your Fidelity and Friend (hip to me ; nor fhall I 
ever omit any Opportunity of ferving you, when 
in my Power: I am, Sir, your humble and obliged 
Servant. London , 5 Novenib . 1708. 

I need not tell my Reader how much I was 
furprized, but muft heartily agree with him, that 
I deferved no better j tho’, I hope, he will agree 
with me too, that I deferved no fuch treatment 
from fuch as I had facrificed every Thing for, 
that ought to be dear to a Gentleman ; but I have 
the Proverb on my iide, Courtiers feldcm keep 
their Words'. A mighty Comfort! and fo I’ll 

drop them at prefent, as they have done me. 

• 

£ In January, 1708, the Parliament went upon 
She State of the Kingdom, when the late Inva* 
r Hon happened; upon winch ihe Lord Haver- 
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Jham made a very warm Speech,and the Accompts 
being laid before the Houle, it appeared that 
Scotland had been deftitute of all Means of De¬ 
fence till a trifling Supply arrived from < Bcrwick y 
as I faid before, and that was almoft too late: For 
which the Miniflry made no other Excufe, but 
that the 'Pretender's Attempts had been managed 
fo privatelv, that they could not be known ; but 
the Lord Havcrjhatn knowing the contrary, that 
I had told the Lord Treafurer of all the particular 
Steps the Enemy had taken near a Year before any 
Thing was put in Execution : His Lordfhip em¬ 
ployed the late Do&or Hutton, a very good Friend 
of mine, to write to me, to haften up to London , 
and bring my Papers with all fpeed, that I might 
do Juftice both to my Country, and to myfelfi 

The Lord Haverjham moved fo much in this 
Affair, that the Lord Treafurer, and his Friends 
who laboured to Skreen him, were apprehenflve 
of the Confequences, if the Parliament was made 
fenflble, that he had timely Notice of the Preten¬ 
der's intended Invafionon Scotland ; upon which* 
it was refolved to give me new Work in thatCoun- 
try, in order to detain me there till the Opportu¬ 
nity was loft, and the Treafurer’s Conduct fhould 
be juftified before theParliament; and accordingly 
a Letter came to my Hand from a certain great 
Man in the Whig Intereft, defiring to renew the 
Correfpondence that had formerly been betwixt 
him and me, having forgot that he had defired in 
a former Letter to drop it,which in this laft,he pre¬ 
tended to excufe, defiring me to do fome new Ser¬ 
vices in Scotlajzd , which I fuffered myfelf to be 
prevailed upon to agree to ; and by this Means 
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I was detained in that Country till the Opportu¬ 
nity was loft, for I knew nothing of the Lord 
Haver foam's Intention ; Doctor Huttons Letrer 
having mifearried, never coming to my Hand: 
Wherefore, it not appearing to the Parliament, 
that the Lord Treafurer and Miniftry, had any 
previous Advercifement of the Enemies Proceed¬ 
ings, they were acquitted before I came to Lon¬ 
don , which was about the latter end of March , 
1709. 

The Lord Treafurer, upon my Arrival, pay¬ 
ed all Accompts due to myfelf; but to my Sor¬ 
row, could never prevail in the Matter of the 
Camcronian Arrears, notwithstanding all that 
the good Duke of Queensbcrry , &c. could do, 
who did every thing in his Power to ferve and 
oblige me, and ufed his Argument very often 
with the Treafurer for that end, and which I 
cannot in Honour and Gratitude to his Noble 
Memory forget gratefully to mention ; he gene<* 
roufly, always, remem bring my good Services, 
and as generoully forgetting the feveral Difobli- 
gations I had given him, in taking a Part with the 
Squadrone , &c. tho’ much to his Prejudice. 

Next May , the following Letter from fome 
of the Cameronian Officers, in behalf of the 
whole, came to my Hand. 

Honoured Sir , You may remember when the 
‘Pretender was upon our Coafts, what Promifes 
you was pleated to make us in the Name ofjj/ag- 
land , and. indeed, we fhall never impute Non- 
Performance of them to any Negleft or Fault in 
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you, but only to thofe concerned in the Govern¬ 
ment , you was Witnefs to our Zeal then, and 
o ir readinefs to oppofe the c Prete?ider, had he 
landed : Be pleafed to let us know if we are to 
expect the payment of our Arrears, or not. 

England, who hath no Opportunity to know 
any thing of us, may probably delpife us; but 
it is well known, that under the Conduct of your 
worthy Predecelfors, wedurlt look our Enemies 
in the Face, and defend ourfelves in the Reigns 
of King Charles and King James : 3ut what can 
be expec ted from People thus abufed, if the ‘Pre¬ 
tender ever makes another Attempt ? However, 
Sir, whether you Succeed in your Endeavours for 
us, or not, we fhall always have an Efteem and 
Affection for you; and a due Regard to the wor¬ 
thy Family you have the Honour to reprefent. 
We add no more, but commit you to God’s Blef- 
fing and Keeping, and remain with all Sincerity 
and Refpeft, in our own, and our Friends Names* 
Your molt Humble Servants, 

Harris , Matthewfon , 

Penpmh , Gilchrifl , Howartfon , 

15 May, 1709. Hut chef on, Campbell 

This Letter made me Ray in London to nego¬ 
tiate their Arrears, and that made the Difference 
betwixt a certain great Man and me; for a change 
of the Miniftry happening foon afterwards, the 
Treafurer and his Friends were very anxious to 
have me out of Town ; becaule I knew abun¬ 
dance of Things they were willing to conceal; I 
mention this, becaufe fome Whigs took Qccaiipn 
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to believe that I changed Sides, having the Ho¬ 
nour to converfe fometimes with Mr. H . after¬ 
ward jE* of Oxford* 


I Ihall give a (hort Account of this Matter, as 
follows: 

T he Lord Haverjham, for whom I had a par- 
ticu'a tL gard, being acquainted with my Father 
and hisFamily in their Exile at Utrecht, gave me 
fuch Affurance of his fincere Attachment to the 
Hanover intereft, a-» perfectly fatisfted me: He 
prell -d me to v .fit Mr. Harley, and told me I was 
mdtaken to believe the Houle of Hanover to have 
no Friends in England, but the iate Miniftry, to 
whom he never was a Friend, and yet none was 
more fincere in the Intereft of the illuftrious 
Houfe: That he doubted not, but the Succeifion 
would be as fure under the new Miniftry, as the 
late; and Dr. Hutton , whom I likewife knew to 
be firm in thar Intereft, rold me if I converfed 
with Mr. Harley, ail my rears of any Dangers 
would be removed. 

Whereupon I went to M**. Harley , who recei¬ 
ved me very civilly, and indeed, convinced me 
of his fincere Affection to the Hanover intereft 
at that time ; with his Affurances of doing me all 
the good Offices he could, which gave me after¬ 
wards an Opportunity to lay before him the 
Cafe of the late Garrilons of London derry, and 
InnishUing, who had forne Debts due to them 
ever ftnce the noble Defence they made againft 
King James, dnno . 1689, which the late Mini¬ 
ftry never minded. 
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I endeavour’d to perfuade him, that his Af¬ 
fixing thole poor People in Parliament, would 
be iuch an Evidence of his Affeftion to the Revo¬ 
lution IntereX, as muX Xop every body’s mouth 
who thought otherwife: Since it was well known 
that England reaped the Benefit of the Revolu¬ 
tion from the Deiencethey made ; whereby King 
James was prevented from going to Scotland , 
where the Lord ‘Dundee was then a&ually m 
Arms for him : Which, ii he had done, he might 
have eafily joined theDifaffe&ed there,and entred 
England with fucli an Army, as muX, very pro¬ 
bably, have overturned the Revolution, with all 
its Confequences, as Matters then Xood, both at 
Home and Abroad. 

Mr. Harley allowed their Demands to be ve¬ 
ry juX, and promifed to abett their Intered. in 
Parliament, whenever they applied to him. 

I believed the Payment of this Debt would 
be of great Service to the Houfeof Hanover ; be- 
caufe it would encourage others to venture for 
that IntereX, when they faw that People reward¬ 
ed ; and fo made it my Bufinefs to perfuade the 
Gentleman who had the Management of that 
Affair, which had been depending for fo many 
Years, to apply to Mr. Harley , and the Parlia¬ 
ment. 

I only mention this Affair (which came to no¬ 
thing, though there was abundance of Applica¬ 
tion made) to fhew my Reafons for attendingMr. 
Harley fo very often, fo long as this Affair, and 
the Qameronians Arrears was in Agitation. 

F 4 And 
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And I proteft folemnly, that I had no other 
End in this Matter, than to engage thole People 
in the Hanover Intercft which 1 always intended 
as the Conltqaence of all my Endeavours ; for I 
had neither Promife, nor theleaft Expectation cf 
a Reward, or Bribe, as the Gentlemen who had 
the Management of it, are ready to juftify. 

Mr. Harley likewife told me, the Parliament 
refolved to call me before them, to give Account 
of whit I knew of the intended Invifnn . and 
particularly, of what Info: mations ] gave thereof 
to the late Treafurer, which, no doubt, was de¬ 
fined to render him, and the late Jl r hip Ministry 
Odious; and Iliad but too much Refentment 
to prompt me to i , hid it not been that I knew 
not how rar it might affect the/faz/tfcvrSuccdfron, 
which was always my Idol and not daring to 
trull to my own Judgmenc in iuch an important 
Affair, where I was to be active myldl, I deter¬ 
min’d to take Advice of luch whole Affections 
to their Country, and the \Protedant Intereft, 
were above private Views, or Party Concerns, 
And having conceived lucli an Opinion of the 
publick Spnit, great Worth and Integrity oiSir 
Peter Kin?, tho’ I had not the Honour oi his 
Acquaintance, I refolved to pitch upon his Coun* 
fel, as the belt I could think of, and lent Mr. 
Soamms to him, to defire his Opinion thereupon, 
who returned with Sir ‘Peters Advice, That I 
fliould appear when called, and declare plainly 
every Thing I knew, bciorethe Parliament ; for 
{aid he, if the Lord Godolphiti has been wanting 
in his Duty, it is but real'onable he fhouid beex- 
pofed,which could not interfere with, but rather 
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promote the Intereft of the Houfe of Hanover; 
he likewife dcfired me, to let fome of the Whig 
Members I could fuff,know what Quelfiou;> were 
proper to be asked, when I was called upon this 
Affair, in order to let them into the perfect un¬ 
derstanding of the whole, whereby that My Ite- 
ry might be brought to light, perhaps, in quite 
another Manner than the Court deligncd ; ior 
the expofmg of fome Members, in boih Houfes, 
who had been ele£Ld by the Intereft of the Mini- 
ftry, would be of more e.Teftual Service to the 
Houfe of Hanover, than concealing Godolphin\ 
Crimes could do them Prejudice. He concluded, 
that by thisProceedure,I fhould dojultice to both 
Parties in general, and a particular Service to 
the Illustrious Houfe; but defired me, firlf to 
confult Baron ‘Bothmar , thzHanover Envoy, and 
tell him, this was Sir Peter* s Advice, 

Whereupon Mr. Soamms went to the Baron, 
who approved of it, and begged me not to com- 
municate it to any Body, or any thing that palled 
betwixt Sir ‘Peter , himfelf, and me : upon which 
I confented to appear, and gave molt of my Pa¬ 
pers, relating to the Invafion, to Sir ‘Thomas 
Haunter , who kept them for fome time. 

The Whig Lords, who then all joined to fereen 
Godolphin, refented my Readinefs to appear in 
Parliament ;for they all believed I was become a 
Creature of the Earl of Oxford , and had gone 
over to that Side, which the late Lord Moles* 
\worth in Friendfhip told me, and much more 
that wasfaidofme : Whereupon I let him, and 

feveral 
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feveral others into the whole Secret; which, af¬ 
forded them abundance of Satisfaction. 


What I have faid, muft convince the Read¬ 
er, that it was always in my Power to remove 
the Miltake, that I had turned what they called 
‘Tory ; but, I was willing to prevent any Diffi¬ 
dence that might happen among the Friends of 
the Houfc of Hanover , if I had divulged the Se¬ 
crets which Bothmar enjoined me to keep; and fo 
took every Thing upon myfelf, and let them con¬ 
tinue in their Miftakes, for the Whig Lords had 
all deferted me. the Earl of Sunderland only ex¬ 
cepted, who did me all the Jutfice in the World, 
i 1‘peaking to the Treafurer Gcdolphin upon 
my Account, when every Body elfe declined it. 

But to illuftrate this Matter, how the TJjjjo- 
ver Succeflion was fuppoled to be in Danger, I 
muft inform my Reader of fome Accidents 
which happened towards the end of the late 
Reign, when the Minds of moft People, who 
weie well afteefed to that Interelf, were filled 
with difmal Apprehenfions of its Ruin. 


By the Peace at Utrecht , the Spanifi Monar¬ 
ch} was lefr in polled] on of the Ho ale of' 'Bourbon ; 
which made moft p eople think, it would be in 
the Frcnctj King’s power, when he pleafed, to 
force the j retencler upon -s ; but only hoped, 
that he durlf not venture, to tl ow oft the Mask, 


fo long as the Bmp ever continued ihe War, upon 
which, our Safety in 'Britain , fo much depended ; 
at leaft, fo long as the Queen lived, which moft 
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People were afraid would not be long ; becaufe, 
of her Valetudinary Circumilanees. 

Upon this it was thought Convenient to encou¬ 
rage the Emperor to rejeCt the Propofalsof Peace 
with France , who being fo fhamefully aban¬ 
doned by his Allies, and in no Condition to refill 
the United Power of France and Spain, proba¬ 
bly might accept of the Terms of Peace Frazzce 
was then offering to him. 

For this it was agreed by fome People of great 
Circumilanees, to raife a confiderable Sum,which 
was to be committed to Managers to Equip a 
number of Ships of War, to be made Imperial 
Bottoms by a Deed of Sale under Trull, and con- 
figned to Factors abroad : And that the Empe¬ 
ror fhould grant Commiffions to the faid Mana¬ 
gers, to makeWaragainfl. France and Spain with 
their Squadrons, which were to Sail from diffe¬ 
rent Ports, to the Weft-Indies for that end : That 
the "Buccaneers there fhould not only have their 
Pardons, but be otherwife encouraged to join thefe 
Squadrons, by having the Emperor’s Commiffions 
granted to them; that lb foon as they arrived at 
the place of Rendezvous , they Ihould Surprize 
the Havana , and Attack the SpaniJJz Galleons , 
and lb Proclaim his Imperial Majelly in the Weft- 
Indies King of Spaizz, granting Protection to all 
that were willing to fubmit to his Authority. 

Certain Shares of all Prizes and Contributions 
were to be given to the Emperor, with the Do¬ 
minion of all Places to be Conquered; offering al- 
fo, to carry the Spanijh Regiments in the Impe¬ 
rial 
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rial Service, to the We ft-Indies , to Garrifon the 
Conquered Places: A Court of Admiralty was to 
be appointed, and every Thing done to render 
the Undertaking Eafy, Profitable and Secure. 

Thefe Propofals were accordingly made, with 
good Succefs to Merchants, who undertook 
it; for there was no want of Money o manage 
it, of Ships, or able Mariners and Seamen, be¬ 
ing juft upon the clofe of the War, Anno 171$. 

It was at laft refolved to propofe it to the Em¬ 
peror, who, the Reader may eafily f ippofe, would 
receive it with abundance of Satisfaction, and I 
had the Honour to be employed, and fent to him 
for that End; whereupon I embarked privately to 
Holland , and went firft to Baron Bothmar ,Envoy 
of Hanover , at the Hague , and communicated 
to him the Projeft, and Refolutions that had 
been taken, that he might fend it in wricingto 
his Court : The Baron was mightily pleafed, and 
faid, it was very evident, the Queen and Mini- 
Jftry had bad Defigns : Fora Perfon concerned in 
the late Aflaflination-Plot againft King William , 
had palled by fome few Days before, for E?ig' 
land-, with her Majefty's Pafs in his Pocket; he 
faid further, it would be a great Service, if I could 
perfwade the Emperor, to hold out the War till 
the Queen died, elfe his Matter's Succeflion to 
the Britijh Crown,would be rend red precarious: 
He defired me to write to him, and p/omifed to 
fend the Paper I gave him to his Mafter. 

% I went next to Baron He e jus , the Imperial Mi- 
fiifter, and fpoke with him upon the fame Affair, 

Whq 
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who gave me a Pafs, and a Letter to Prince Eu¬ 
gene : 1 ported immediately to the upper Rhine , 
and came to the Camp, about the clofe of che 
Siege of Land aw: 1 was introduced to the Prince 
by Baron La 7 igcdle , Secietary of War, and laid 
the Scheme before his Highnefs, which he liked 
fo very well, that he was pleafed to fay, / had 
given him great Satisfaction : and after fome 
ltay at his head Quarters, he told me, that the 
want of Reft and other Accommodations, would 
he very uneafy ; and therefore defired me to go to 
Stngard, the"Duke of Wirt embergh\ Chief Sear, 
where lihould be accommodated according to my 
Mind, and he would take the firft Opportunity to 
Converfe more fully upon that Affair with me. 

I received his Civilities with grateful Acknow¬ 
ledgments, and when he came to Stngard, he 
faid, the Matter was of fuch Confequence, that 
he advifed me forthwith to proceed to Vienna , 
and faid, he would write to the Emperor about 
the Affair; and gave me his Pafs. I obeyed his 
Orders, and took Port for Viettna, though the 
Plague was raging in that City : For nothing 
could frighten or difeourage me, from doing 
what I believed was for the Intereft of the Illuf- 
trious Houfe of Hanover : So that I ventured 
upon all Hazards, and came there the begin¬ 
ning of January 1713-14. S- N. 

Next Day I vifited the famous Mojtfieur de 
Leibnitz , and told him my Story : he anfwered, 
That he would wait upon Monfienr de Lmmefen % 
the Emperor’s private Secretary,and let him know 
of my Arrival, and get us together \ by which 

Means 
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Means the Affair would come dire£My before the 
Emperor himfelf, who he believed would not lay 
it before his Council, in the ordinary way, but 
would treat with me by his Cabinet Secretary. 

Monf de Leibnitz return’d my Vifit that very 
Evening, and told me, that his Imperial Majefty 
had received a Letter from Prince Eugene , upon 
the Affair, that his Majefty was well pleas’d to 
hear that I was come; and had ordered his faid 
Secreta ry to meet me privately at nine of the Clock 
next Morning, that being the appointed Hour for 
that End, in the Gardens of the Old Favorite, in 
xheLcopeldJladt ; and thattheSecretary had defired 
me to lend my Interpreter to his Houfe that fame 
Evening, to ad juft every thing for that Purpofe. 

Accordingly, next Morning I found him, as he 
told my Interpreter, and anfwered all his Objec¬ 
tions, by which I foon found him to be a Man of 
excellent Senfe. He defired me to draw up a 
Scheme of the whole, further than what I had 
then fhewn him; mentioning at large theMethod, 
how to put fuch a Glorious Dcjign( as he called it) 
in Execution, with a Margin to mark fuch fur¬ 
ther Ob\e(?t\Qns 2 .n<\Notandums, as might be made 
by his Imperial Majefty, who would Communi¬ 
cate the Affair to a Spatiijh Grandee at his Court, 
who had been Viceroy of Tern, and none other: 
For the Emperor commanded him, to defire me 
not to difeover the Matter to any of his Mini- 
fters, or let any one know either what my felf, 
or Bufinefs was > for he was ordered to receive all 
my Propofals to be carried inftantly to the Empe¬ 
ror himfelf, who would fignify his Pleafure ac¬ 
cordingly. Next 
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Next Morning the Secretary fent me Word, 
that his Imperial Majefty delired me to draw 
up what Papers were neceffary to be laid before 
him, as foon as poftible. 

When I had finifhed the Papers, I fent them 
to the Secretary, who delivered them to the Em¬ 
peror; and when he had perufed and confidered 
them, he fent me his Objections; which I obvia¬ 
ted the beft way I could, and returned them to 
the Secretary, and in few Days afterwards, we 
had a long Difcourfe upon the Britifh Affairs. 

He faid, his Imperial Majefty was diffatisfied 
with theTreatment he received from Great "Bri¬ 
tain, at the Peace of Utrecht , and infinuated a 
Diftruft of their future Conduct. 

I endeavoured to convince him, that all the 
Tranfactions in Great-Britain , which I confelfed 
the Emperor had no reafon to take kindly, were 
done by the Miniftry, only for their own Ends; 
but they who fent me with thefe Propofals, had 
all along fhown a hearty Zeal, and AffeCtion, to 
the Intereft of the moft Auguft Houfe of Auftria ; 
that the whole World was fenfible of the Vigo¬ 
rous Efforts Great-Britain had made, while un¬ 
der the Whigs Adminiftration, in Conjunction 
with the Emperor ; and therefore, I hoped that 
from his Imperial Majefty’s great Honour, and 
Juftice, he would place all that had been done 
in the late difhonourable Treaty at Utrecht , to 
the Account of the Tory Party, and their Adhe¬ 
rents, the Jacobites • 




So 
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He anfwer’d, he was afraid his Mafter would 
be obliged to come into the Peace, for the Rea- 
fons formerly mentioned, which if he fho.ild 
make with France^ Great-Britain might perhaps 
repent their deferting him ; for they had no rea- 
fon to blame him. for making the bell Terms he 
could for himfelf, nor to expect he fhould trou¬ 
ble himfelr any more with their Matters; and 
that France , after Peace made with the Empe¬ 
ror, might perhaps endeavour to fix the ‘Preten¬ 
der upon the ‘British Ihrone; Which, conlide- 
ring how he had been treated, it was none of 
his Bufinefs to prevent. 

Upon this Reply, I was obliged to exert a lit¬ 
tle Courage, and begged leave to fay he was 
miftaken ; for the Revolution Party in Great 
.‘Britain , were very much concerned at the Treat¬ 
ment his Imperial Majefty had lately received 
from their Queen and Miniftry, and made all 
the Oppofition they could to prevent it, but were 
ever over-power’d ; and finding themfelves not 
able to aflift him, as they ufed to do, when they 
had the Queen, and Miniftry on their fide, they 
now demonftrated their Aifedtions to the molt 
Auguft Houfe of Auftria , by irrefragable Argu¬ 
ments oftheir Sincerity; by which it would ap- 
pear, that the Emperor, with their Alfiftance, 
could make himfelfMafter of the Spauijh Weft-In¬ 
dies ; or, atleaft, wound his Enemies in the Vi¬ 
tals, and attack the very Foundation of his Ene¬ 
mies Support, if he would but enter into the 
Meafures I had the Honour to lay before him ; 
by which, I doubted not but my Friends would 
make that feparate Peace, the Houfe of Bourbon 

had 
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had made with the Maritime Powers, fiich a Snare 
to entangle them, as all the Precaution they were , 
then Matters of, could not eafily prevent. 

So that his Majefty had no reafon to look up-’ 
on the Revolution Intereft with fuch an indiffe¬ 
rent AfpeCl, which had, with Succefs, declared 
itfelf fo heartily for the Intereft of his Augufi: 
Houfe, for if he did, he would only gratify his 
Enemies thereby; but efpecially the Eory Mini- 
ftry, who wifhed nothing more than to ettablilh 
the ‘Pretender upon the Throne ; which would 
effectually ruin his Friends in ‘Britain , who hacl 
done fo great Things for him formerly, and now, 
given a frefh Proof of their Affections once more, 
by the generous Offers I had brought along with 
me of fuch great Services, at the expence of their 
own Blood and Treafure, without the Charge of 
one Shilling to him, or one drop of the Blood of 
any of his Subje&s. Which Undertaking, tho* 
there were but few engaged in it, they had fuffl- 
cient Means in their Hands to make all that I 
had offered effectual. 

I prefumed to affirm, that there was not a 
Revolutioner in Great-Britain lefs hearty and 
affe&ionate than my Conftituents, and would 
as heartily venture both Money and Life, upon 
Occafion; for we were all refolved to let the 
World fee what we would do for him, if the 
Foundation was laid. 

I added, that the Emperor ought to confider 
the Pretender was fo much in the French King’s 
Intereft, that he could be no more, in effe&, than 


Si *rbe Memoirs oj 

a Viceroy, and muft receive his Orders, being un¬ 
der fuch Obligations to him ; and if the Powers 
of Great-Rritain, France and Spain, were 
U mred, Holland muft quickly fall into the Hands 
of France, and then how long, pray ye, fhall 
the Emperor keep his Court at Viensial Or, in- 
deed, have any footing in the Empire? For, be 
affured, the^Pr^Wrr’sdependance upon Franu 
would prove too ftrong for any Confederacy or 
Alliance the Emperor could make : fo that in this 
Cafe he might fay as Ufyjfes faid to Polyphemus , 
that he fhould only have the Honour to be laft 
Devoured. 

The Secretary confeffed what I faid was true, 
and hoped to let me know more of his Imperial 
Majefty’s Pleafure the next time we met. 

We met the very next Day, and he told me, 
that he Reported faithfully to the Emperor what 
paft betwixt us, who order’d him to let me know 
that he had weighed my Overtures and Anfwers 
to all the Objedfions he had made, and that his 
Imperial Majefty liked both very well, and that 
he received them as demonftrative Arguments, 
that the Rritifh TVoigs were not concerned in 
what had been fo lately done to his Prejudice. 

He told me alfo, that his Imperial Majeftyde* 
fired me to ftay fome time atF/V////#,and keepmy 
Affairs fecret; and that he would come to a Re* 
folucion as foon as poffible: Then he asked me if 
I would embark as one in that noble Under* 
taking my fell; I anfwered, Yes, and would very 
freely venture my Life in fuch an honourable At¬ 
tempt, 
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tempt, tending fo much to the Glory and Inte- 
relt of his Imperial Majefty; and I believed I 
could Promife, in the Name of my Conlfituents, 
to raife ftich a flame in America , as the United 
Powers of Trance and Spain flbould not eafily 
find Means to extinguifh. 

The Treaty of Baden in the mean time went 
on, which, I believe,- kept me fo long at Viett - 
na\ for the Emperor waited the Event thereof, 
before he could refolve upon the other Affair. 

It is to no purpofe to trouble the Reader with 
any more Particulars of this Buflnefs, the trifling 
Excufes, Objections, made to prevent the 
Enterprise, which, had it met with Encourage¬ 
ment anfwerable to fo great a Defign, would 
have proved of too great a Confequence, not to 
be eafily difcerned by every intelligent Perfon. 
I fhall therefore drop it, to inform Pofterity, 
that I employed my fpare Hours at Vietina , in 
fending to the EleCtrefs Sophia, all the Light I 
got, and what Information I could procure of 
the Britifh Affairs. 

Monfieur de Leifoiitz, fhewed me a Letter^ 
dated ijujie^ 714,wherein Jhc dejircd me to coine 
/^Hanover, thatJJje 7 /iight have the Tie a fare to fee, 
the Ter [on, who had been fo Zealous to ferve her . 
Likewife her Niece, the Rowgrafiu, Daughter to 
the Eledor Talatine , and firft Lady to the Court 
of Hatiover, defired Monfieur de Leibtzitz , to in¬ 
vite me to that Court, with Affurance to be very 
welcome there ; and, at the fame time, I received 
the following Letter from the Imperial Secreta- 
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ry at Laxenbourg , where the Emperor had gone 
a Hunting, viz. 

Sir, I do myfelf the Honour to acquaint you, 
that /^Imperial and Catholick Majefiy is to re' 
turn to the Favorita next Saturday , and that yon 
cii e to have an Audience of him the Wcdnefdayfol¬ 
lowing, when you will have the Satisfafiion to 
hear, from his own Mouth , the grateful Senfe 
of his Obligations to the honcft Tarty of Great- 
Britain ; and how much he approves the noble 
Sentiments and generous Rcfolutions, which 
reign in the Spirits of your Friends. 

I hope to be Witnefs to the Hotiour defigned by 
his Imperial Majefiy , in beftowing upon you the 
Marks of his Grace and Favour, as a Troof that 
your ‘Perfon has been acceptable to him ; and 
that he intirely approves of your Conduct. I 
fball have Tlea fur e alfo i?i having the Honour 
to Embrace you myfelf ; and to ajfure you , 
that I am, and Jhall always be , with the ut * 
mo ft Zeal and Jjfetlion , 

Sir, Tour mojl Humble and Obedient Servant , 
Lixenbourgh, 27 June, 1714. EMMESEN. 

Upon the Emperor’s return, the Secretary 
told me, that tho’ his Imperial Majefty was 
piealed wich my Propofals, and was fully fatis- 
bed, that nothing could be more for his Glory 
and Intereft, yet he was obliged to refer it till 
he had executed fome Refolutions he had made, 
in order to fave the poor Catalans) and then I 
£hould hear farther from him. I 
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I prepared myfelf for this Honour, and gave 
the Speech I had drawn up in jEnglifhy to my In¬ 
terpreter, to be tranftated into German , who 
was to repeat it after me; and on the Day ap¬ 
pointed, I went to the New-Favorita> conduced 
by Secretary Emmcfen> and was introduced by 
the Count de Motite SatiHo, Chamberlain for the 
Day: Upon my entry into the Room, I made a 
kind of Curtfie, (as the Ladies do) which is 
their manner of Salutation, then advancing two 
or three Paces farther, I made another Leg, and 
a third at a proper diftance, where I Rood and 
addrefted him as follows : 

May it pleafe your Imperial and Catholick Ma- 
jefty, upon the late Treatment you have received 
ivomGreat Fritai #,y our Imperial Majefty may, 
perhaps, fufped my Sincerity; and that my Con- 
ftituents, have no other Intention, than to draw 
your Imperial and Catholick Majefty into Mea- 
lures, that may prove detrimental to your Inte¬ 
reft. I mull own, with Sorrow, the prevailing 
Party feem not fo careful of your Imperial Ma- 
jefty’s Intereft, as formerly : But I moll: humbly 
beg your Imperial Majefty to believe, that there 
is a confiderable Party in Great-Fritain, un- 
feignedly attached to the Intereft of your moft 
Auguft Houfe, who are both able and willing to 
fhew your Imperial Majefty, before the World, 
what they can, and will do for the Intereft of a 
Prince, they fo much Honour and Efteem. 

But being informed byMonfieur£J^7//^//,that 
you do not think it proper, at prefent, to accept 
£be Propofals I have had the Honour to lay before 

n 9 you, 
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you, X can only affure your Imperial Majefty 
that my Conftituents continue their Zeal and 
Affection, whereof they have given you iuch 
a Proof. 

por me, I (hall think it my Duty and Honour 
to be employed in any Thing that may con¬ 
tribute to your Glory and Intereft. 

I pray God long to preferve upon the Imperi¬ 
al and Catholick Thrones, a Life fo valuable to 
all, who have the Good of Mankind, and the 
Liberties ot Europe at Heart. 

His Imperial Majefty was pleafed to fay, That 
he lay under very great Obligations to the Queen, 
and People o^Great-Hritain iThzt I had brought 
fuch a fincere Teftimony of the honeft Party’s Af- 
fe&ion there, that they might depend upon all 
the thankfulAcknowledgmentsandReturns in his 
Power; That tho* he was fatisfy’d, nothing could 
be more for his Glory and Intereft than the Pro* 
pofals I made in the Name of my Friends •, yet the 
Regard he was obliged to have for the poor Cata¬ 
lans, who had deferved fo well, prevailed with 
him, to do fomething or other for their Preferva- 
tion without delay, and fo could not pofitively 
refolve upon what I had offered thus vifibly to 
his own Intereft, at leaft at that time: your own 
Perfon, faid he, hath been very acceptable,and 
I am very well pleafed with your Conduct. 

I fhall only add, that the Emperor was pleafed 
to do me much Honour, when I retired from his 
Prefence, where I had been near an Hour, I went 

to 
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to Monjieur de Leibnitz, and told him how I w. s 
received, which pleafed him exceedingly, efpeci- 
ally w r ith my Succefs in one Point, which we be¬ 
lieved to be material for the Service of the Houfe 
of Hanover', and with good management, might 
be improved to anfwer the Ends that Court had 
then in View. 

Next Day the Secretary prefented me with the 
Emperor’s Pi£ture in Gold, fet round with Diar 
monds; faying, he was Commanded, by the Em¬ 
peror, to make me that Prefent, as a mark of his 
Grace, and fpecial Elteem for my Perfon ; that 
he approved of my Conduct whillt I was at his 
Court, and hoped I would value the Prefent, 
rather from the Giver, than from its intrinfick 
Value, tho’ it was fuch as ufed to be bellowed 
on the Envoys of Crowned Heads. 

He added, that his Imperial Majefty ordered 
him to ufe his belt Rhetorick, and the molt obli¬ 
ging ExprelTions he could, when he delivered it; 
and concluded, that thefe were his Commands, 
which he doubted not, I would Efteem more 
than all the Words he could ufe, fince all that he 
could fay, was not to be compared with fuch a 
Compliment from the molt Sacred Roman 'Em' 
peror , and firft Prince of the Univerfe. 

He prefented my Interpreter alfo with a Gold 
Chain and a Medal. 

I returned the Secretary’s Vifit the next Day* 
which I fpent in taking Leave of feveral other 
Perfons at Court. 

A '* 1 $2 f *.« ’ • 
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The lafl; Night I was there, Mozz/teur dc Leib¬ 
nitz did me the Favour to Sup with me, and 
gave me a Letter to her Royal Highnefs, now 
Princefs of Wales, one to Baron ‘Bernftorf, and 
fome others, to th z Hanoverian Minifters, he de¬ 
livered to my Interpreter. We fat fome Hours 
together, and then he took his Leave with real 
Marks offincere Alfe&ion and Refpeft. 

Before I left Vienna, I prefented Mr. Fury, 
Agent to the Lnglifh Levant Company, who 
lived there at that time, to the Secretary, as a 
proper Perfon to be trufted to carry on the Cor- 
refpondence, which the Emperor had ordered me 
to eftablifh betwixt us, and fettled with Mr. Fu¬ 
ry every Thing that was needful for that end, 
giving another Name than my own to make his 
Directions to me by. . 

I mention this,becaufe,by thatCorrefpondence, 
thus fixed, all the Schemes for forming the Empe¬ 
ror’s Eajt-India Company,'were tranfmitted bine 
inde betwixt London and Vienna,vide Appendix. 

I took Poft for Hanover, where I arrived in 
July, 1714, and a little after the death of that 
molt Excellent Princefs, the late EIe£trefs Sophia . 
I was prefented to the Elector, now his prefent 
Majefty, and afterwards to her Royal Highnefs, 
now Princefs of Wales , with Monfieur de Leib¬ 
nitz? s Letter, which fhe receiv’d very Gracioufly, 
as they Both did me. She told me, that fhe had feen 
the Papers I had fent to the late Ele£frefs, which 
had procured me her particular Refpe&s. 
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I want Words to exprefs the winning, eafy, af¬ 
fable Behaviour, and fweet good Temper of her 
Royal Highnefs at that time, to all our Country¬ 
men, particularly to my Self; I told her of all 
my Proceedings at Vienna-, and of the good Dif- 
pofition I left the Emperor in, towards the Suc- 
ceflion of the Illuftrious Houfe of Hanover to the 
IBritiJh Crown : That fhe would foon hear my 
Lord Middleton^who was going to Vienna from 
the ‘Prctejidcr , would be but very indifferently 
received at that Court. 

I fball not trouble the Reader with the uncom¬ 
mon Civilities I received then at the Court of 
Hanover , which the Englifh, that were there, can 
teftify ; and in return, 1 took all Opportunities to 
let her Royal Highnefs know of the Britifi Af¬ 
fairs in general, and what concerned her own 
Family in particular. 

Baron 'Bernftorf defired me to draw up a Me¬ 
morial, with the Subftance of the Papers I fent 
the late Ele&refs, and my Opinion of what was 
proper to be done at that time, to pref^rve the 
Hanover Succeflion to the Britifi Crown,which I 
did accordingly; mentioning, briefly, what t 
have already wrote in thefe Memoirs', the State 
of the different Parties in Greater it ain, with 
my Obfervations upon the Bra&ice and Manage¬ 
ment of the then Miniftry. I prefumed alfo to 
fay, that the number of thofe, who affe&ed the 
late happy Revolution Interefl, was fix to one ; 
but whether the odds continues, or to which Side 
the Ballance preponderates now, I fhall not pre¬ 
fume to determine here. 
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Next, I obfervecl, that great Endeavours were 
made toperfwade the whole Nation, that the E- 
letfor was neither framed for, nor fond of fuc- 
ceeding to the BritiJIo Crown, and would hazard 
nothing upon that Account; which I believed was 
inculcated with no other View, but to podefs the 
well affe&ed with fuch Apprehenfions, that fo 
defpairingof the Hanover Succedion, they might 
abandon the neceffary Means for its Prefervation, 
and be difpofed to comply peaceably with the 
5 Pretender’s Succefiion. I therefore thought it 
Neceflary to ufe all Means to open the Eyes of 
the Englijh, and lead them gently into the true 
difeovery of their Danger, by convincing them, 
that the Methods the Miniftry had taken at the 
Peace of Utrecht, had irreparably put it into the 
Power of France, to force the ‘Pretender upon 
us when they pleafed, if we dil not bury our 
Party Divtftons, and be more unanimous to pre- 
ferve the Conftitution. 

That it would be of infinite Service to the E- 
le&or, if he gave us fome publick Adurance, that 
he would not forgo his Pretenfions to the Crown, 
but would (land by his Friends with an irrefifti- 
ble Refolution, which would give every one of us 
new Courage, and effectually defeat his Ene¬ 
mies Defigns. 

I reprefented likewife, that the ftrongeft and 
moll refolute part of the Revolution People was 
in Irelands That the whole Province of Ulfter 
would live and die, as one Man, for the Caufe; 
That they were, even then, concerting Meafures 
whereby to defend the Proteftant Succefiion againft 
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all Its Oppofers. That it would be a great encou¬ 
ragement to that People, for the Elector to give 
Hopes and Aflurance of proper Rewards to all 
fuch as teftified their Zeal and Affe&ion to his 
Title, and begged him to look back fo far as the 
Reign of King William, when the Garifons 
of London-Dcrry and Innishilling, made fuch a 
noble Defence, that the RevolutionElfablilhment, 
nay, the whole Kingdom of Great Britain was 
preferved from being a Seat of War, and confe- 
quently they deferved to be afeertained ofhaving 
Julfice done to them. 

That, it would be Neceffary to entertain a 
Correfpondence both at Home, and in France, 
whereby exa£t Intelligence might be had of what 
was doing in favour of the ‘Pretender , but efpeci- 
ally in the Sea-Ports, where any Embarkation 
might be fufpe&ed. 

That, as foon as the French King declared 
himfelf in Earned:, the Queen fhould be AddrelTed 
from all parts of the Nation, to call over the Pro- 
teffant Succeffor. 

That, the Electoral Family take care never to 
be concerned in the different Intereft of Whig 
and Wory, fo as to appear for one' fide more than 
another. 

That, upon the leaft appearance of anyLanding 
from France, we fhould take Arms in Great Bri¬ 
tain, and a proper number of Troops from Ire - 
land fhould land in the South of Scotland, from 
which it is parted by a narrow Channel, to be 

joined 
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joined by the Cameramans , &c. who would all 
be fo Zealous, that they would march unani- 
moufly to England, and give the Revolution Par¬ 
ty there, an Opportunity and Example to appear 
for theCaufe : which the Englijh fddom or ne. 
ver do, but when a Force comes to affift them $ 
"Witnefs the Civil War betwixt King Charles I. 
and the Parliament, and on fundry other Occafions. 

To conclude, I thought it proper to appre¬ 
hend the chief Men, and Heads of the 'lacolite 
Party. 

With this Memorial , I propofed a Method of 
Correfpondence betwixt Great-Britain and Hano¬ 
ver 5 which when it was prefentcd to, and peru- 
fed by his Electoral Highnels, he produced, and 
caufed it to be read in Council ; and next Day, 
at Court, he told me, that he was extremely well 
pleafed with it; as did alfo Baron Berjijiorf.\ and 
Baron Gortz, Chamber Prefident, who Compli¬ 
mented me much upon it: and fa id, it was an 
honeft Memoire , compiled for the true Intereft of 
the Succeflion- 

Not long after this, through indefatigable La¬ 
bour and Application, I was attack’d with a fit 
of Sicknefs for a Week or two, which the Court 
feem’d to be forry for, as they exprefied upon fe- 
veral Occafions. And then came the News of the 
QUEEN’s Death, and his Electoral Highnefs's be¬ 
ing proclaimed KING, upon which the whole 
Court very feafonably rejoiced; and, when I re¬ 
covered, I went to kifs his Majefty’s Hand, and 
Congratulated him as follows; 
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May it pleafe your Majesty, 

Jt is with great Thaukfulnefs to God y and infinite 
Satisfaction to my Self that l have , now, the Ho - 
none to hifs your Han.iy as my KJng and Sovereign : 
/ am at a lofs for iVords to exprefs my Joy upon 
this Occajion , a?id with your Majefty a long and happy 
Reign over a Dutiful and Obedient People. 

His Majefty thanked me, and faid, 1 had aU 
re nay proved my Sincerity and Affeflion to him. 

Next, I addreffed the Prlncefs of Wales y in 
the following Words. 

May it pleafe your Royal Highnefs , 

I have , at laft , feen the Happy Day , for which 1 
have been very often willing to lofe my Life, and 
which I have as often ventured upon that Account: 
My Joy is fo exceeding great , that I thinky all my 
Labour ana Induftry is more than Rewarded. 

Which Profeffions of mine, I have a mod con¬ 
vincing Proof, were intirely credited ; for they 
have taken me at my Word. 

Her Royal Highnefs was pleafed to exprefs her 
hearty Thanks, faying, She knew I had fpoken 
from my very Heart. 

The King was pleafed to prefent me, by the 
Hands of Baron Bemftorf y his firft Minifter, with 
a Couple of Gold Medals offome Value; one with 
his own, and the other, with his Mother’s Effi¬ 
gies : The Baron told me, his Majefty had fenc 
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me this Prefent, not as a Reward of my great Ser¬ 
vices, which were not to be compenfated with 
fuch Trifles ; but only as a Token of his Royai 
Favour: But when he came to Great Britain , he 
had fomething in View for me of much greater 
Value ; which indeed I never yet had. 

The Englifh came to Hanover in great Num¬ 
bers, it is eafily known upon what Deflgn ; and 
upon all thefe remarkable Accidents, I wrote the 
following Letter to Monfieur de Leibnitz, at Vien¬ 
na* 


S. N. Hanover, 25 Auguft, 1714. 

SIR, 

It is with the extremefi Fieafure 1 have the 
Honour to Congratulate you upon the great and 
good News of His Majefly’s Acceffion to the Crown 
of Great Britain; and being now become his Sub¬ 
ject, I mufi not prefume to /peak fo freely as I 
did before. 

It will le much for the Kjngfs Service, and the 
Hap finefs 6/Great Britain, that you infiantly leave 
Vienna, and make hafie to Hanover; for, byrea - 
Jon of your univerfal Knowledge, particularly of the 
Britifh Affairs, your long Experience, and great- 
Reputation with the Kjng, you are jufily entituled , 
more than any Man in the World, to be his chief 
Counfellor before he goes to England, whofe Man¬ 
ners and Language he is lut too much a firanger 
to. 


PraJ 
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Pray jar Jon me, to pit you in Mind , that the 
Snccefs of all great Entcrjrizes depends much upon 
the Power which gives tf)e firfl Motion , that one 
wrong Step being made , cannot eafily be retrieved, 
and considering the prefetit Divijions and Ani- 
mojities in Britain, it will require uncommon 
Application to extricate him out of the Difficul¬ 
ties , which will unavoidably attend him, if he 
offers to take part with any one Side more than 
another. - 

I am forry to tell you, That J alfo find the Hano¬ 
verian Mbiifiers altogether miacquainted with our 
Country Affairs ; that even Bernilorf himfelf is led 
by the Nofe in thofe Matters , ly an ignorant Fel¬ 
low called Robatham, who has nothing to recom¬ 
mend him, but his own private Interefi, Party Rage, 
andlnfolence enough to do too much Mifchief at this 
Critical juncture, upon which all our future Happi- 
nef f depends. 

Pray excnfe this long Letter, and make hafle ; 
In the mean time, do me the fufiice to believe, that 
l am with the greateft Sincerity and Refpect, Sir , 
Tours, & c. 

KER, of Kerfland. 

I likewife wrote to Mr. Ftiry, to ufe his En¬ 
deavours with the other, to make no Excufe or 
Delay ; but being an old Man, and not able to 
make long Journeys, he reached not Hanover till 
three Days after the King went for Holland . 

It was Prefumption in me, to meddle with 
Matters out of my! Province, and to ufe fuch free¬ 
dom with hisMajefty, as was Neceffary at that 

time,. 
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time, would ruin my Pretences to his Favour: 
But, from my fincere Affection to his Perfon, and 
Zeal for the Glory and Happinefs of his Reign, 
when his Majefty arrived at the Hagtie y I drew 
up a fecond Memorial, and gave it Baron Gortz, 
to lay before the King, which he read, and pro- 
mifed to do it very chearfully, wifhing hisMa- 
fter had many fuch Subjects, that defired his In- 
tereft more than their own. And when we met 
in England, I was to have an Account of its 
Succefs. 

It would be Superfluous to publifh this Memo¬ 
rial here; becaufe a Friend promifed to do it for 
me, with fome other Papers, which are not fo 
proper to be expofed by me at large ; and there¬ 
fore I (hall trouble the Reader with a few of 
the moft material Contents only. 

After my Apology, I defcribed the feveral dif¬ 
ferent Fa&ions,and their Original; that they did 
much Hurt and Mifchief, both to the King and 
Nation ; that if the King took part with anyone 
of them, it would incenfe the reft, and make 
them his Enemies ; for, not having Places and 
Pofts enough for them, all thofe, who were not 
preferred, would, perhaps, juftly enough, believe 
themfelves as confiderably deferving as thofe that 
were; and confequently, would be fure to run 
always Counter to the Court. That it would 
fignify nothing for his Majefty to change Sides 
afterwards, for the difaffe&ed Party would ftill 
Oppofehim, and clog the Wheels, fo as to make 
them drive heavily. 
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That Great-‘Britain was not like Germany , 
where the greatelf part of the Property is in the 
Perfons of the firft Rank or Quality; but in Eng¬ 
land, nineteen parts in twenty of the Property, 
and a much greater proportion of the Riches, is 
in the Hands of a middle fort of People, which 
compofed the Body of the Nation, who, for the 
moft part, had nothing in View, but the gene¬ 
ral Good of the whole; fuch as the regular Ad- 
miniftration of Juftice, the increafe and encou¬ 
ragement of Trade, and the Manufa&ures of the 
Kingdom, &c. That it was the King’s Intereft 
to go into thole Meafures with thefe People Iaft 
mentioned, upon which the true Intereft of the 
Country depended; and by thefeMcans he would 
make the Body of the Nation his Friends, which 
was always ftrong enough to defend him from 
all the Difcontents and Caprices of any great 
Men, who might happen to be Difobliged. 

That it was dangerous for his Majefty to give 
the People (the Commons) the lead Opportunity 
to fancy that he was led by his Favourite Mini- 
Iters, but efpecially by Foreigners, to which the 
Britijh Nation always had a particular Prejudice, 
being perfuaded, that all their Calamities and 
Misfo r tunes, both of King and People, did natu¬ 
rally proceed from this great Evil; \Vitnefs the 
Reigns of Kingja/ncs, and Charles I. and II. But 
Queen Elizabeth , who had the wifeft Miniftry 
that ever a Sovereign in England could boaltof, 
convinced her People, that fhe over-ruled and 
directed them, notwithstanding which, file was 
as much efteemed and beloved, as fome of her 
SuccefTors were hated and defpifed. 

II 


That 


9 S 7he M emoirs of 

\ 

That taking care to diftribute deferred Re¬ 
wards, would make every one forward, but to 
negleci it, would provoke them to Indifference 
and Averfion ; inftancing a PafTage or two in the 
Reign of King William , mentioning fome Incon¬ 
veniences that great Prince hurried himfelf into, 
by his being Advifed, too much, by his Foreign 
Favourites, the Earls of ‘Portland and Albemarle. 

That lie fhould entertain fome Men Eminent 
for Knowledge and Integrity, to inform him, in 
Private,ofeveryThing he ought to know; where¬ 
by his Ministers, finding he understood Myfteries 
by other Hands than theirs, durfl not venture to 
impofe upon him, which would perfuade the 
w' ole Kingdom, that he w’as not influenced or 
b/ailed by bad Counfel, as fome of his Prede- 
cciTors had been. 

I added, That he fhould, by all Means, dif- 
courage Bribery at the Parliamentary Election, 
and DiftinSions of Parties,and factious Divifions; 
but more particularly, he fhould endeavour to ex- 
tinguifh theodiousNamesandCharafters of Whig 
and Tory, which is to be done by preferring Men 
of Merit only, without regard to one Party mere 
than another. That this was the only proper 
time to put thefe great and laudable Defignsin 
Execution ; for the moft part of the Nation, to 
wit, the middle Degree and Rank of People, fee- 
med to be weary of all fuch Differences and Di¬ 
vifions: That by fuch Royal generous Prattices, 
the whole Kingdom would look upon him as their 
common Father, lent to deliver them, and would I 
refpeef him accordingly. v J| 
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I concluded, that our Plantations Abroad were 
in fuch perplexed Circumftances, that Grcat-Rri- 
tain would be thereby affe&ed, atlaft, more than 
could be then imagined, fince much of our Riches 
and Trade came from thence. 

T prefumed alfo to fay, there were two forts of 
Whigs in Great •'Britain, which might be diftin- 
guiflied into the Court and Country Party ; 
whereof the laid: was, in my humble Opinion, 
the honefteft part of the Nation ; the other, only 
fuch as had nothing in their View, but to grafp 
at all Pofts and Preferments whatfoever, for 
themfelves and their Minions. 

When his Majefty embarked for Great-Bri¬ 
tain, juft as I was going aboard with the reft 
of the Retinue, Colonel Chichefter, Brother to 
the Earl of c Dunnagald , and Colonel Billing fly, 
being along with me, another Gentleman, who 
feemed to be one of the Company, took me afide, 
and told me he came that Morning to the Hague, 
v but hearing we were gone to Rotterdam , for 
our laft Embarkation, he followed to fpeak 
with me, being willing to truft himfelf only 
to my Management. 

He faid, he came from Barlcduc, to make fuch 
Difcoveries as very much concerned the King’s 
Safety ; and affured me, that Matters had gonefo 
far in the Queen’s Reign, in favour of the Breten- 
der, that ftill there was fomeAttempts to be made, 
and if I would encourage him, he would fixaCor- 
refpondence with me, and would give a faithful 
Account of every Thing that fhould be aded a- 

H 2 gainft 
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gainft the Intereft of King George. I anfwered, 
that I could not then make him any Promife, nei¬ 
ther was it Prudent in me to Correfpond with 
him, that being the Secretary of State’s Province; 
but, till the Miniftry was eftablifhed, and as it 
might be, for his Majefty’s Service, to know 
what his Enemies were doing, I told him I 
would receive his Advices from time to time, 
and would encourage him with all the Supplies 
my private Circumftances would allow, till fuch 
time as his Accounts and Advices proved to be 
of any Confequence to be laid before the King; 
fo we both promifed and exchanged proper Di¬ 
rections, and parted. 

When we came to London, Dr. Prandenfloagen 
gave me the following Letter from the worthy 
Mon fie ur De Leibnitz , being ordered to deli¬ 
ver it with his own Hand. 

SIR, Hatiover, Offob. 8th, 1714. 

I Had the Honour of yours at Vienna, which 
Mr . Fury delivered me, having made all the 
Difpatch pojjible ; but the bad Weather , and 
my advanced Age, did not permit me to derive 
here till his Majejly was gone . 

I believe he might have been found at the 
Hague, if 1 had taken Pojl; but 1 was ajraid 
he would have been too much Crowded r , to have 
Lei fur e c 710 ugh to hearken to me upon fo weigh « 
ty a Subjetl ; neverthelefs, 1 refolvcd to come to 
London, but whether with the Princefs , or at 
fame other time f I cannot be pofltive . 
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I am glad you have di [charged your ‘Duty to 
your King and Country fo faithfully, having read 
a Copy of the Memorial you fent with great Plea- 
fare: lam entirely of your Opinion, and fo was 
the late E left refs: I hope nothing will divert his 
Majejly from following what is fo much for his 
Inter eft, nor make him concern himfelf with the 
‘Party Qiiarrelof Whig and Tory ; but to em¬ 
ploy ‘People of Merit and Worth in his Service , 
without refpccl to cither, to be punflual in doing 
Juftice to all, and generoufly reward mg them 
who def rve it . 

Leaving, by all Means, the Eleflions of Tar- 
Lament to the ‘Peoples free Choice, difeouraging 
l"Bribery , and fuch tmfuitable Praftices as have 
been life din former Reigns, which will produce 
an djfcmbly of Men of Honour and Worth , who 
will have tiothing but the getter al Good of the Na¬ 
tion, and other generous Things in View* 

I both Wifi and Hope that our German Mini- 
Jlers , will never offer to meddle in Britilh Af¬ 
fairs, which would not only be very unjufl in it 
felf, but alfo very reafonably, make the King lofc 
the Affeflions of his ‘People. 

I floall be glad of a conflant Correfpondenoe 
with you : 2)r.B randenfhagen, an boneji German, 
will receive your Letters, and forward them to 
me , under his Cover ; you mayfafely truft him •• I 
wifi) 1 may bear good News from you, and floall al¬ 
ways remain with great Affection and Eftcem , 
Your moft Obedient Servant, Leisn tz. 

H 3 
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Baron Gortz , according to Promife, told me, 
his Majefty had gracioufly received my laft Me- 
mortal, and allured me, that if I asked any 
Thing from the King for my Self, I need not 
doubt of Succefs; his Majefty having told him, 
at Hanover, that he would take particular Care 
of me when he came on this Side; he likewife 
promifed to be a faithful fpecial Agent himfelf, 
with the King, to obtain my Requeft ; for, he 
faid, he was convinced his Majefty could never 
forget my great Services: And, truly, I muft be 
fo Arrogant, as to believe, that no body elfe 
could have thought it, till once they perufe thefe 
Memoirs . 

Upon this Propofal of Baron Gortz , I confu¬ 
ted fome Merchants in the City, whodefired me 
to ask the Government of ‘Bermudas , in the JVeJi- 
Indics ; which if obtained, it would encourage 
them to commence a Trade, which would be 
Profitable to the whole Nation, as well as to 
themfelves, whereas it had been, hitherto, only 
a Charge. 

My Friends, the Merchants, eafily agreed to all 
Advantages I propofed, becaufe they could have 
no fuch Expeftations, but from fuch a Governour, 
who had been appointed by their Advice. 

Whereupon, I drew up a Petition to the King, 
and delivered it to Baron Gortz , who received 
it with abundance of Pleafure, and faid, he was 
glad I had given him an Opportunity to ferve 
me, that he would deliver it to his Majefty, and 
fecond it with all his Heart. 
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I went to Baron Bcrnftcrf ,and io!d him • , £ 

had done, not doubting ro Succeed, tina rs 
willing to accept that Government as a ini .... 
compence for ail my Services and Expeuees ! 
been at toferve his Majefty, which he knew 
been all out of my own Pocket, and that tm 
Voyage to Germany^ coft be above a Thouia, 
Pounds, betides all other Charges upon many O. 
cations. 

Tjcrnftorf fa id, Tie would likcwife back my 
\"Petition , for it was eery Juft . 

But I was not a little furprifed, when I heard 
from a German Favourite of the Baron’s, not long 
afterwards, that I could nor Succeed, If I made 
not Monfieur Robatham my Friend, by a Prefent 
of Five Hundred Guineas, becaufe he had luch 
prdigiouslnfluence with TSernftorfy that I. could 
not expetl: Succefs another way. 

I anfwered, not without Paflion, that I was 
forty to find luch Practices futfered fo very early 
among the Foreign Minifters, having lately given 
fo feafonable an Advice to the contrary ; that I 
would rather want, nav, renounce all Pretences 
to a Poft, than give one of them a Farthing. The 
Gentleman replied,that the Hanoverian Minifters 
did not look upon themfelves as Foreigners, for 
fure, faid he, you cannot think they arc come 
here only to learn your Language; if you refolve 
to keep your Money, depend upon it, you (hall 
never have that Government, notwithftandingali 
your Pretences, which I know are very Juft and 
very Deferving. 

H 4 And 
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And accordingly, in five Days afterwards, that 
Government was given to another ; upon which I 
went to Baron Gortz y who exprefied the greateft 
Concern for my Difappointment, and told me, 
Bernftorf^d. c Bothmar y wKQ the only Foreigners, 
who interfered in Britijh Affairs; and that he 
found with Sorrow, it was not in his Power to 
help me, tho, he well knew, how much I de- 
ferved the King’s Favour and Benevolence. 

Next time I met with Ber?iftorf, he looked 
with quite another Air than he ufed to do, know¬ 
ing me not to be a Man for their Purpofe. 

Notwithftanding this Treatment, and all thefe 
Difappointments, my Affe£fion to his Majefty 
was not in the leaf leiTened ; for I continued all 
Neceflary Correfpondence at my own Expence, 
with the fame Zeal and Application as formerly ; 
and as if I had enjoyed all the Tokens and De- 
monlfrations of his Royal Bounty and Favour: 
for, I mull now Confefs, with Sorrow and Shame, 
that my too forward Zeal, rend red me fo infa¬ 
tuated, that I not only fpent what Money I had, 
but even borrowed large Sums from others, to 
procure Advices, which I thought fo much for 
the Intereft of my King and Country. 

In my Correfpondence, I was informed of fe- 
veral material Defigns againfi the Government; 
particularly, from the Gentleman I met at Rot- 
terdcun: whom I encouraged with what little 
Supplies I could afford, never doubting, to be 
at leaf! faithfully refunded : upon this Gentle¬ 
man’s Informations, I was likewife obliged tofx 
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a Correfpondence with many Places in 'Britain : 
to find out how his Accounts agreed with theirs, 
and how much they were to be depended on ; 
for they related very much to Matters of the 
greateft Importance that were upon the Anvil at 
that Time in Great-Britain, in concert with 
the Court, at Barleduc • 

Having at la ft got to the perfed underftand- 
ing of this Affair, and found it ripe for Difcove- 
ry ; I wrote the following Letter to Bernftorf. 

London, June 7th, 171$. 

Sir, 

1 think it my Duty to acquaint you, that 
there are fome Things now in Agitation againft 
the Government ; which in all appearance , 
will come to Light very foon. There hath alfo 
been fome Bains taken to convince me, that the 
Government hath ufed me very III ; and that 
I am deceived, if I depend upon any grateful 
Return for my Services ; And that, if 1 go 
into fome Measures, and Defigns, that are now 
forming againft him, I may have it in my 
Bower to retrieve my Misfortunes, by not only 
having my Be ace made with the Pretender, but 
many other advantageous Offers, too long here to 
trouble you withal, and threatning me with 
Ruin, upon Rcfufal. 

In fpite of all my private Refentments, which 
I mayjuftly conceive, againft you know whom: I 
am entirely in his Majeftfs Inter eft, and will 
venture any thing to Jervehim, if he continues to 
believe that Lam any way qualify*d for that end . 

I 
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1 have already engaged federal Perfons , par¬ 
ticularly a Clergyman , who is willing, upon en¬ 
couragement, to difcover fome private Tranf- 
aclions of the Cabal , being at the bottom of the 
whole JJfair- 

I depend upon your ^Diligence, to lay this before 
the King without delay ; which IJhould have > by 
no Means, troubled you with , had ?iot you told 
me his Majefty Commanded me to make you my on* 
ly Confidant in every Tfhing of this kind . 

Your Humble Servant, 
KER, of Kerfiand. 

I gave this Letter to a certain Great Minion of 
the Baron’s, before three other Gentlemen, who 
will teftify the Truth upon Occafion. 

The Baron’s Friend told me afterwards, that 
he had deliver’d it into his own Hands, but had 
no Anfwer : I defired him to apply, and prefs for 
his Commands, which, he told me, he had re- 
quefted every Day, and could never receive any 
other Anfwer, but that he would confider on it. 

I was much furprifed at thefe Delays in Matters 
of fuch Confequence, but could find no Reaion 
for it for fome time. 

I hope no Perfon will think me fo foolifh as to 
imagine, that the King’s Chief Minifter of Hano¬ 
ver, cocld be in the Pretender's Intereft, nor do I 
Charge him with it; but the Reader may reason¬ 
ably believe, that there wa* fome Reafon for it or 
other, which I fhall lay open, both as to Fafl and 
Opinion, in its proper place. I 


John Ker, Efq; IOJ 

I writ him a fecond Letter, and fent him abun- 
danceof Meflages; atlaft, he vouchfafed this An- 
fwer,that he had communicated the Affair to the 
Duke of Mojitrofe , who told him, there was no¬ 
thing in what I faid, nor any Commotions or Ap¬ 
pearance of an Infurre&ion, as I had told him. 

Notwithftanding all this, which an Ill-natured 
Man may reckon Impudent or Infolent enough, 
in a few Days his Majefty went to the Houfe, 
and acquainted them with the Danger with 
which both he and the Kingdom were threat- 
ned, and demanded theNeceflary Supplies upon 
that Occafion, as by the Speech will appear. 

Then Bernftorf fent a MefTenger, defiring me 
to go to the Lord TowJifheiid Secretary of State, 
and lay before him what I knew of thofe Mat¬ 
ters ; but it was then too late, for the Earl of 
Marr was gone to the Highlands , and the Chief 
Men on that fide feparated. 

No doubt the Reader will think I ought to 
have communicated thofe Advices firft of all to 
the Britifo Miniftry, who, doubtlefs, were the 
only proper Perfonsto receive them; but he mull 
know, that upon the News coming to Hanover , 
that the Eleftor was proclaimed King, and my re¬ 
ceiving the Medals above mentioned, Baron Bern- 
Jlorf told me, he was ordered to delire the conti¬ 
nuance of my Zeal to his Majefty’s Perfon and 
Government; and, that whatever I might difco- 
ver, of Confequence, for his Intereff, ihould be 
firft of all communicated to Him ; who was 
likewife commanded to defray all my Charges up¬ 
on 
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on that, or any other Account *, which I hope, 
will be accepted as a good Reafon,why I proceed- 
ed this way, though I muft acknowledge, at the 
fame time, it was a great Breach of my Duty, 
and a great Prejudice done to my Country; but 
the Truth is, my Affe&ion to the King, together 
with my Belief, that it was his Special Commands 
(as Rcrnftorf told me) made me both Acfive and 
Pa (five in many Things, I have fince had leifure 
enough to beafhamed of and repent. 

But I am weary of this Subject, which occa- 
fioned the effufion of fo much Blood, both in 
Scotland and England ; which, from what I have 
already faid, was in a great meafure owing to 
Bernftorf* s Management, and thofe in Concert 
with him ; who by feizing the Earl of Marr , and 
fome others at that time, might have eafily pre¬ 
vented the Rebellion, and confequently theDe- 
ftru&ion of fo many Noble Families, who are now 
Sufferers thereby. 

When I was difappointed of all my Endea¬ 
vours, to prevent the Rebellion, which I fore- 
faw coming upon us apace; and not defiring to 
be a Spe&ator of the Miferies my own Country 
muft fuffer thereby, I embarked once more for 
Holland. 

And when I came to Rotterdam, I wrote to 
Mojifiear de Leibnitz, a melancholy Story of 
my Country’s Affairs ; and of what Pains I had 
taken, to prevent unavoidable Mifchief, but all 
in vain, becaufe of the Baron’s Negligence, and 
the other Foreign Minifters, then at London; ex- 

cept 
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cept Baron Gortz : I told him,That they were fo 
taken up with amaffmg the Wealth of Great - 
j Britain , that they never thought of any Thing 
elfe. I refL&ed on the difmal Confequences of 
the Rebellion, and the Foreign Proceedings, with 
fome Meafures, which had been taken, and cre¬ 
ated much Difcontent. 


Not long afterwards, I had an Anfwerto this 
Letter, by the fame Gentleman, who delivered 
mine to him, reprefenting his deep Concern, for 
the Occafion of our Misfortunes in 'Britain', that 
he had not been wanting, togive his beft Advice, 
to the Hanoverian Minifters, but it feems like- 
wife to no purpofe ; and that he had often defi- 
red, and begged Leave to come to 'London , but 
could not obtain it: fo that he refolved when he 
had finifbed his Hiftory of the Houfe of Brunt - 
wick, and Lunenburgh ; to go to Vienna , and 
fpend the reft of his Days, at the Emperor’s 
Court. 


No wonder, the Hanoverians oppofed Mon- 
fieur de Leibnitz's coming to Great Britain ; for 
they knew, the generous, noble Views of that 
great Man, muft have been always employed to 
crofs their Defigns, and private Intereft, in med¬ 
dling fo much with Britijh Affairs, 

But in our Correfpondence, he faid, my Pre* 
fence at Lofidon , or elfewhere in Britain , and my 
Endeavours to ferve my King andCountry,would 
be very neceffary, and therefore was fo importu¬ 
nate with me to return, that, I could not refift 
the preffing Arguments of a Perfon, for whom I 
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had filch a Value and Refpett; and fo I came 
back to IjOtidoji , the beginn ing of March , 1715. 
upon the end of the Rebellion, which was happi¬ 
ly very near reduced by the Courage and Con¬ 
duct of the Duke of Argyll . 

I was in great Affli&ion for the Sufferings of 
fo many of my Country-men, and then retired 
from Court, to enjoy a private Solitude in the 
County of Surrey , where I might at leifure la. 
ment the unhappy State of Scotlajid^ and the mi- 
ferable Circumliances of fo many Families, both 
great and fmall: Refolving to refle£t upon the by- 
paft Part of my Life, and repent that ever I com¬ 
menced Courtier. 

I had not continued in this State above aWeek 
till a Gentleman was fent by Baron Bernftorf, 
todefire me to come to Court; which I refufedab- 
folutely, faying, they had render’d me uncapable, 
or at Ieaft unwilling to ferve them : for,lince I had 
been denied the Happinefs to have prevented the 
Ihedding of fo much Blood, and the Ruin offo 
many Gentlemen and Families, I could not pro- 
pofe any Pleafurein ferving the Governmentany 
more, and fo refolved never to trouble myfelf 
with Court-Affairs, but to fpend the reft of my 
Time in the moft melancholy Retirement I could. 

The Gentleman left me, and returned again 
with the fame MelTageand Requeft, but receiving 
If ill the fame Anfwer, he got fome of my Friends 
to perfuade me: And believing this Importunity 
proceeded from fome frelh Advices he might have 
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received from Monficur de Leibjiitz, I was at la ft 
prevailed with to meet Beruftorf, who received 
me with a deal of feemmg Refpeft and Affe&ion, 
and faid, he had found the Accounts I had for¬ 
merly given him of the Rebellion in Scotlajid , 
were too true, and it would be much for theKing’s 
Intereft, if 1 would renew my former Correfpon- 
dence ; promifing, not only toreimburfe my for¬ 
mer Expences, but to defray all other Charges in 
time to come; befides a generous Recompence to 
my own Satisfaction. I begg’d to be excufed, and 
gave fuch Reafons for it, as might have fatisfied 
any other Man, particularly fpeaking of the late 
Treatment I had met with, which I thought was 
Caution enough to any body, never to truft to 
Court-Promifes any more. 


But he continued his Story, notwithftanding 
all I had faid, and I was Fool enough ftill, to let 
him ask me, if I thought there were any new 
Apprehenfions ofInfurre&ions at Home, or In- 
valions from abroad. I anfwered, That there 
was no fear of any Invafions, if the People were 
made eafy and fatisfied at Home: And the only 
way I knew to remove their Fears, was,for thofe 
who had lately acquired fo much Power, to ufe 
it with more Lenity, and gentle Behaviour than 
they had done; for it was not in the Nature 
of the Britijh People to infult the Conquered; 
but rather, with all generous Humanity, to for¬ 
get Injuries, as King William always did, by his 
Amnefty upon fuch calamitous Occafions, which 
never failed toanfwer his End: but the Reverfeof 
fuch Lenity had been now adyifed ; this the Peo- 
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pie believe, proceeds from what they call the 
Barbarity of Foreigners. 

But after many fair Promifes to bring every 
Thing to bear, according to my Model, as he cal¬ 
led ir, at laft I was too eafily perfuaded to efta- 
blifh a Foreign Correfpondence, whereby I might 
know what Defigns there were Abroad, to fa¬ 
vour any new Infurretlion at Home ; and parti¬ 
cularly to underftand, what the Motions of the 
late King of Sweden meant, which filled the 
Hanoverians with difmal Apprehenfions, 

Accordingly I fixed feveral Correfpondents 
Abroad, and always lent myLetters as they came, 
to the Baron. By theDemands therein,which were 
made upon me, he might eafily fee howexpen- 
five it was, to carry on my Intelligence, which 
he promifed to clear, every time I asked him, ac¬ 
cording to my Accompts; but at laft he fentme 
word to go to the Lord Ftownjhend , having fixed 
that Affair with his Lordfhip, to fatisfy all my 
Demands, for he was obliged to wait upon the 
King to Hanover. 

I went to his Lordfhip accordingly, and asked 
if Baron ‘Bcrtiftorf had left any Inftructions with 
him, about fomeMoney which I had been out of 
Pocket; and which he promifed to pay me for the 
King’s Service; he anfwered, he had not, but 
doubted not, but the Baron would do it, as 
being the faireft thing in the World, and the 
greatelilnjuftice to neglect it. 


Being 
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Being thus Abufed, and Difappointed by 
Bernfdorf I refolved to follow his Majefly to 
Hanover , and fo went to Holland , in Aitguft , 1716, 
wherelftayed near three Months, to get Intelli¬ 
gence of Foreign Affairs, particularly of the King 
of Sweden s Defigns, which the Hanoverians had 
been Whifpering about as a mighty Secret for Tome 
time, this made me fufpeft there was fomething 
elfe in the Wind. 

When I came to Rotterdam, which was then 
full of my poor unfortunate Countrymen, who> 
had fled thither, upon the Account of the Rebel¬ 
lion j one John Bigs, of the Queen’s Head Ta¬ 
vern, formerly a Serjeant of the Cameronian Regi¬ 
ment, came and alked if I would be willing to 
meet Mr. Robinfon of Strouan , at his Houfe pri¬ 
vately, having fomething of Importance to Com¬ 
municate; and knowing him to be aMan confidera- 
ble amongft theHghlanders,arid a Man of excellent 
good Senfe,and truly every way a Coinpleat Gen¬ 
tleman, I readily complied, and fo met him,with 
fotne more of his Friends. Mr. Robinfon faid, he 
knew my Principles were contrary to his ; bothi 
my Predecelfors and my Self, having been always 
in the oppofite Intereft; but he faid, as a Man of 
Honour, he doubted not, I was concerned for the 
Misfortunes of fo many of my Countrymen; and 
hearing I was in Rotterdam in the way to Hanover, 
he was delirous to fee me, to afk, if I thought 
King George might be perfwaded to give a general 
Indemnity for Life, for his Eftate ; he faid, he 
was willing to pay an Equivalent, nay, rather 
more than any Body elfe could make of it-, for no 
Stranger he faid, can make fo much of our Coun- 

I try 
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try Eftates, as we can and mod of the Gentle¬ 
men, in my Circum(lances, will agree to this Pro- 
pofal, if it is Embraced : He faid, he had not 
troubled me upon this Affair, but believed it K. 
George’s Intereft to take that Method as much 
as theirs for King William, he added, gran¬ 
ted fuch an Indulgence, both for Life and For¬ 
tune, which produced very good Effe#§. 

Now Sir, fays he, If you can procure fuch 
Treatment for us, I hope you will do"us the Ju- 
ftice to alfure the Government, that they may ex¬ 
pert a religious Obfervance on our Parts ^ but if 
they rejed this, none will blame us to lay hold 
on any Opportunity to give all the Difturbance 
we can. 

I anfwered, I was forry the Infurredion in 
Scotland (which was the Occafion of their Suffer¬ 
ings) was permitted to go fo far j for it was once 
in my Power to have prevented it: And I took fo 
much Pains for that end, that I adually put the 
Hanoverian Minifters upon effedual and infallible 
Methods to have fuppreffcd it, had they taken my 
Advice, which would have faved fo much Blood 
and Treafure to the Nation \ neverthelefs, to 
make the heft we could of a bad Bargain, I told 
him, they might believe I would be glad to em¬ 
brace fuch a fair Overture, which, if agreed to, I 
was fatisfied would tend fo much to his Majefty’s 
Intereft, even if I had no regard to their prefent 
‘Calamities, which, notwithftanding, fo 3fFeded 
me with real Sympathy and Companion , that I 
refolved to leave nothing undone to get fuch a juft 
Requeft granted them j and for that end would, 

make j 
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make a faithful Reprefentation of their deplorable 
Circumftances to the King at Hanover , and the 
Miniftry at London , with their Propofal, which, 
I rauft own, I believed it fo agreeable to the Me¬ 
thods King William had taken on the like Occa- 
ons, that I had no doubt of Succefs. 

Witfi this Aflurance I proceeded,being fond of 
an Opportunity, not only to ferve fo many good 
Families and Gentlemen in Diftrefs, but even his 
Majefty, and the whole Nation: Befides, Iliad 
my own Jealoulie (how little foever I depended 
upon the Hanoverian Wliifpers) that the King of 
Sweden might refent the Affair of Bremen , and 
Verden at that time, when there were fo many 
Gentlemen to efpoufe his Quarrel, who wanted 
not Addreifes enough to influence him upon lefs 
Provocation. 
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Whereupon I writ to Baron Be r ns dorf\ de¬ 
firing him to lay the Propofal before the King, as 
a Matter of the laft Confequence. Now the Swe - 
dip) Invafion was threatned, to procure a general 
Amnefly to all the Rebels, who, I believed,would 
accept it } for the Gentleman, who had made this 
Propofal, was a leading Man, deputed by the reft, 
as I fuppofe, and to conclude upon whatever he 
found to be for the Good of the whole. 

t, 9 * 

I ufed abundance of Arguments with him, that 

the Swedes , being Proteftants, would be more ac¬ 
ceptable to the Scot r, than any Popifh Power could 
pretend to be: That it would be impoflible, in 
cafe they landed, to prevent the Presbyterians and 
danieroniam from joining them, if their Manifeflo 
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was but adapted to our Principles *, that the Scots 
generally love the Sweedes, there being many of 
our Anceilors, who fignalized themfelves in the 
Service of the great Guftavus Adolphus ^ whofe 
bed Officers, and a great Part of his Army, con¬ 
fided of Scotfjiuzn ^ to whofe Valour was owing 
fo many Vidories of his: Particularly, that Fa¬ 
mous Battle of Liepfick *, where the Scots were 
inftrumental in driving out of the Field, and 
fubduing the old Imperial Army •, which had 
given Laws for fo many Years to the German 
Nation. 

I writ alfo to my Lord Townjhend , to the fame 
Purpofe under a Cover, to Mr. Morrifon of Pref • 
ton-Grange , whom I defired to take a Copy of it 
before Delivery, and procure me an Anfwer, if 
poffible: Which, from a true Affedion to the King, 
and Compaffion to thefe poor Gentlemen, he did 
do very honefly, but ail in vain-, for my»Lord was 
then declining at Court, being in a little Time 
after that, difmilled from all his publick Employ¬ 
ments, and confequently it was not in his Power: 
but no Body could doubt I deferved an Anfwer 
from Baron Bernsdcrf, tho’ 1 never could obtain 
one of him, relating to that Subjed. 

But one of thofe unfortunate Gentlemen af¬ 
terwards told me, it was in vain to exped any 
Reply from that Minifter j and faid, if he had 
known it fooner, he would have faved me the 
Trouble of Writing to him, and that I might de¬ 
pend upon it, any fuch Requeft, in Favours of 
the unfortunate Scots would meet with a very cold 
Reception by the Hanoverian Minift'ry , for he 
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had good Reafon to believe, that it was a received 
Maxim among them, That the King could never 
be fafe upon the Throne , while the Scots Jacobites 
had any Inter eft or Footing in Scotland. 

To convince me of this, he defired me to pe- 
rufe a Pamphlet Publifhed at that Jundure, en¬ 
deavouring to perfwade the Government, “ they 
“ had nothing to fear but from Scotland , and 
4< could never exped to be absolutely Secured, but 
“ upon the Ruin of that whole Party. From all 
which he concluded, that the Court of Hanover 
would not purfue the gentle and merciful Mea- 
fures the late King William had taken on the 
like Occafion. 

I arrived at Hanover in the Month of November 
1716, on the very Day the late Famous Monfieur 
De Leibnitz died, which plunged me into fo much 
Sorrow and Grief, that I cannot exprefs it. I 
fhall not pretend to give the Charader of this in¬ 
comparable Senator, for more able Pens have 
already made Encomiums upon this truly great 
Man, whofe Meritorious Fame muft continue 
while Learning or the World endures * 5 and there¬ 
fore, I fhall add no more, than to declare, in 
Gratitude to his Memory, that he was fo much 
concerned and affeded with the Hardihips I fuf- 
fered, that without my Knowledeg h^ ordered a 
Debt of two hundred and thirty Pounds, which 
I had contraded in Germany , to be dilcharged 
out of his own Pocket. 

I muft confefs, it afforded me Matter of ilrange 
Reflexion, when I perceived the llitie Regard that 
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was paid to his Afhes by the Hanoveriansy for he 
was buried in a few Days after his Deceafe, more 
like a Robber than, what he really was, the Orna¬ 
ment of his Country. 

I was obliged to Ray a while at Hanover , be¬ 
fore his Majefty and the Court returned from the 
Gohre , where they had been for fome time a hunt¬ 
ing, I prepared a Memorial, for Herns dorf re¬ 
counting all my Labours for the King’s Service 
(ince became from Britain *, and particularly I 
convinced him, that there was no fear of an Inva¬ 
sion from Sweden , nor was there any Preparati¬ 
ons in any of the Swedi/Jj Ports j and, that in all 
my Difquifition, by the bell: Intelligence, that 
Monarch was not able to give us the lead Distur¬ 
bance. 

When the Court returned, I went to Baron 
Bernsdorf with my Memorial, who receiving me 
with abundance of Civility, I told him, he would 
be therein convinced of the Services I had per¬ 
formed Since his Majefty *s Succefiion, and that I 
would attend him very foon, to know his Plea- 
fure^ he anfwered, Ifbould be welcome as often 
as 1 pleafed t and promifed to perufe it. 

But before I returned, I was furprized to hear 
a Gentleman fay, that the Memorial I had prefen- 
ted concerning the King of Sweden , had So fru- 
ftrated all my Intentions, that I Should never re¬ 
ceive a Farthing of my Charges, much lefs for 
the great Trouble and Pains I had taken, which I 
Should be convinced of by the Baron’s Reception, 

next time I went to Vifit him* 

v • • - - • . * 
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Whereupon I went immediately, and fure 
enough was convinced , for I was by his Ser¬ 
vants moft infolently denied accefs, and was 
forced to hand at the Door till he came out, and 
fo threw myfelf in his Way, and aflced him, If 
that was the Welcome he had promifed ? and if 
Sir, faid I, this be the Treatment I am to expeEl, 
it is but reafonable I Jhould be, at leaf, reimburfed 
of my Expences \ for I have ferved his Majefly ve¬ 
ry faithfullyf which IJhall make appear in proper 
Time and Place j therefore , Sir, I demand my Mo¬ 
ney , which , l believe, by your Means, hath been fo 
long unjuflly detained from me . 

He faid, he would inform the King, and give 
me an Anfwer the next Day . 

Notwithstanding all this ill Ufage, I 
was prevailed with to attend this great Man once 
more, expecting the Money I had fo juftly requi¬ 
red j inflead of which he left me, abruptly affe¬ 
cting a filent Difdain, which I really fmiled at, 
reflecting upon his former obfequious Cringing, 
when he attended me with the Prefent of the Me¬ 
dals wl\ich his Majefty Honoured me withal, 
when 1 was there before. 

I wifh my Countrymen could have perceived 
what an Alteration the Climate and Cajb of Great- 
Britain had made in him in fo fhort a time. 

Next, I waited on Baron Gortzl who was a 
Gentleman of Integrity and Honour, and told 
him how Bernsdorf had ferved me, which troubled 
him fo much, that he tendered me his good Ofh- 

I 4 ces, 
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ces, to perfwade him to do me Juftice, which, I 
told him would be to no purpofe ^ but if he plea- 
fed to tell the King, that I had Occafion for fome 
of the Money I had disburfed in his Service, to 
carry me home, I would take it as a Angular Fa¬ 
vour, and as a Token of the fincere Refpeft he 
always exprefled for me^ being fully fatisfied, he 
left no Stone unturned to adjuft Matters, and put 
every thing in a clear Light, for he was heartily 
afhamed of Bernsdorf\ Ufage, neverthelefs he 
could not obtain any other Anfwer *, but that all 
Britilh Affairs were to be confidered in Britain: 
Tho’ in a few Days, one of the Clerks of the Fi¬ 
nances brought me a hundred Dollar j, as a Pre¬ 
fers from the King, for which I returned my 
lTioH; hearty Thanks to his Majefty. Soon after 
this, I went to a Hamburg Merchant, who rea¬ 
dily confented to take a Note of Hand for my 

Palfage Home, 

1 • 1 * ^ 

The I aft mentioned Prefent, with the Two 
Medals, is all I have yet received for all my Ser¬ 
vices, both at Home and Abroad, tho* Bernsdorf 
tuld me, the former was only given me ? as an 
Earned of Iris Majeft’s future Favours. Thefe 
Minute Particulars I Ihould not have mentioned, 
had not his Secretary told abundance of People 
here, that 1 had obtained feveral Sums from his 
Majefty, out of his Hanoverian Treafury. 

I took my Leave of that Court, with a firm 
Refolution, never to return to it again j and from 
fhence, I went to the Court of Wolfembuttle, and 
to that of Rodolf Ludoivick, Father to the prefent 
Emprefs; After fome fnort flay there, I went from 

thence 
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thence to Hapiburgh , where I embarked for Eng* 
land , and arrived in London , I7i7 f 

Upon my Arrival, Baron Bernfdorfs Secreta¬ 
ry, came to Acquaint me, that his Mafter had 
Received a Letter from a Gentlemen Abroad, de¬ 
manding fome Money, that was owing by me to 
him, upon Account of Correfpondence, where¬ 
fore the Baron defired to know, whether, I had 
Employed that Perfon or not: I told him, I had 
Employed not only him, but feveral others j 
whom I had fupplied with Money, fo long as I 
could, and that the Baron might Pay them all, 
if he pleafed, the fame way he had Paid me} tho 
I ftill intended to be re-paid, what Sums I had 
laid out of my own Pocket, for the King’s Ser¬ 
vice if I could. But notwithftanding my mod 
earneft Sollicitations, the Baron continually put 
me off with frivolus Excufes, Letters from his 
Secretary, andfrelh Promifes, broke almoft as fall 
as they were made. 

Thus after fix Months Attendance, the Gen¬ 
tleman I employed, was at laft defired by the Ba¬ 
ron, to apply to the Britilh Miniftry (for, that 
he was no ways concerned in this, or any of the 
Britilh Affairs) upon this, I dropt any farther 
Sollicitation j being convinced, I had no juft De¬ 
mands upon the Britilh Miniftry j as having not 
employmed me. Thus I contented myfelf, with 
alfuring the Baron by a Melfenger, tharhefhould 
find, as I had Reafon , and Honour on my 
Side^ I had alfo Courage to do myfelf Juftice, 
lince my due had been fo nngeneroufty detained 
from mej but, it was often told, when Ufl^at 

Hanover, 
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Hanover , that the Memorial which I had prefen- 
ted about the Sweedifo Invafion, had been the Caufe 
of all the Refentment againft me* I confefs it was 
force fmall Comfort to find that I fuffered Inno¬ 
cently. having inferted nothing in that Memorial, 
but ftrid Truth, and which was juftified in a lit¬ 
tle time afterwards, by the Accounts feveral of our 
Merchants, who had a confiderable Trade in the 
Baltick , had received from their Correfpondents 
in mod, or all the Ports of Sweden, and the Ad- 
jacant Coafts, that there was no fuch Preparations 
in any of thofe Ports for fuch an Invafion on any 
Parts of the Britifb Dominions j nor in Truth, was 
thatunfortunatePrince in anyCondition to attempt 
fuch an Enterprife, his Country then fiarving,and 
his chief Supportsr, the King of France , Dead. 

I hope the Reader will excufe my enlarging up¬ 
on this Subject, 3S being ufeful to fet Affairs in a 
jufl Light, for the Service of iny Country, which 
is all I intend thereby: And as a farther Illuftra- 
tion of this Matter, it will be very proper to trace 
the Swedifi Attempt from its beginning, it being 
the Bugbear of that Time. 

The Czar of Mufccvy and the King? of Den¬ 
mark. and Poland, it is well known, formed a 
League aga nft the King of Sweden , 1700, and in 
Purl nance thereof, they fell upon him with all 
their Forces at once. The Czar entring lnqer- 
nierland , fet d jwn before Narva , with an Army of 
a.n hundred thoufand Men ^ the King of Poland 
at the fame time, entring Livonia, befieged Ri^a, 
and the King of Denmark, attacked the Ducal Hcl- 
ficin in the midfi of a profound Peace. 


This 
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This fo alarmed the Great and Glorious King 
William, who had always at Heart, a juft Senle 
of the Intereft of Great-Britain, and the Ballance 
of Power, both in the North and elfewhere: 
That his Majefty fent a Fleet into the Sound , to 
Bombard Copenhagen. , and to favour the landing 
of the Swedifi Army near that City: Which be¬ 
ing accordingly done, the Danes were forced to 
makePeace, for upon this, followed the Treaty 
of Travandale, whereby the Dane obliged him- 
felf not to moleft the King of Sweden in any of 
his Dominions, either beyond, or on this fide the 
Baltick , to which Treaty, Great-Britain became 
Guarantee, and King William was obliged to 
Afiift the Swedes, both by Sea and Land, with a 
certain Quota of Land Troops, and Men of War 
by Sea, as particularly fpecified in the faid Trea¬ 
ty, in Cafe the Dane fhould at any time make a 
Rupture with the Swede, or Invade any of his 
Dominions. 

Anno 1709, The King of Sweden was defeat¬ 
ed by the Muscovites, at the Battle of Pultowa , 
( his whole Army being, either killed or taken 
Prifoners, for he himfelf was forced to fly into 
Turky for Shelter ) whereupon the Dane broke 
the Peace at Travendale , and attacked the Swedijh 
Dominions, and took Polfeflion of the Dutchies 
of Bremen and Verden • 

The Czar of Mufcovy , alfo purfued this Victo¬ 
ry fo clofely, that he made himfelf Mafter of 
the Swedijh Provinces of Livonia , Eflhonia and 
Ingermerland, the moft confiderable and richeft 
Countries in all the Swedifi Dominions j after 

which 
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which he crofted the Baltick , and conquered the 
bed and far greater part of the Dukedom of 
Finland, 

Jf we likewife take a View of the Situation of 
of the Siucdijb Affairs in Germany , at that thue we 
{hall find, not only the Dane Mailers of the Dut¬ 
ches of Bremen and Verden , but alio pufhing for¬ 
ward towards Swedijh Pomerania ? and the Czar of 
Mufcovy , at the Head of a great Army, 1712, af¬ 
ter this above-mentioned Conquefl, advancing to 
Affifl the King of Denmark, 

The Swedes, notwithfhnding, they were thus 
reduced to the greatefl Extremities Landing an 
Armv in Meclenburgh , under the Command of 
Count Steinbocke , who immediately advancing, 
Attacked and totally Defeated the Danif> Army at 
at the Battle of Gadrebufcb Count Steinbocke pur¬ 
sued his Blow, and pulhed into Danifo Hcljlein. 
The Czar of Mufcovy , who was advancing with¬ 
in a Day or two's March of the Danifo Army,when 
they were Defeated at Gadrebufh, finding that 
the Sivedif!) Army was got into Danifo Holjlein , and 
preffing forward into Jutland \ he followed them 
elofe, and bclieged Count Steinbocke and his Ar¬ 
my, after he had fhut himfelfup within Toningen , 
which had been delivered up to him bv the Order 
of the Duke Adminillrator o iFfolflein. The Swedes 
being thus furrounded, and wanting all Neceifa- 
yies, were obliged to furrender Prifoners of War, 
whereupon the Danes taking the Advantage of the 
Duke Adminillrator of Holftein , his furrendring 
Tonengen to the Swedes, feized upon the Duke of 
Hoi(lem'* whole Dominions, who wa$ theft unde? 
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TrtE Mufcovite Army, after Count Steinbocke 
and his Army were made Prifoners, entred Pome - 
rani a, befieged and took Stetin, the Capital of 
that Province, which important Place, was footi 
after delivered into the Hands of the King of Pruf- 
fia , by an Agreement with the Czar. 

Ktng George , lince his Accefiion to the Brltifh 
Crown, by the Advices of ft is Foreign Council¬ 
lors, purchafed from the Danes, thefe Dutchecs of 
Premen and Verden, which they had forcibly taken 
from the Swedes, and in 1715, as Elc&or of Hano¬ 
ver, declares War againft the King of Sweden, at 
the fame time,theKingofPn/^w,joined by theDanes 
entred Pomerania, took Pofleflion of that large and 
rich Province, and befieged the King of Sweden , 
in the town of Scralfund, who but a ltiite while 
before, came Poft from Turky, and arrived in that 
Town. The Swedes had prepared an Army, and 
Veifels to Tanfport them from Old Sweden to 
relieve the King, and preferve their laft footing in 
the Empire, but were prevented by the Appear¬ 
ance of the Danifi Fleet, joined by a Squadron of 
Britilh Men of War*, whereupon, after a glorious 
and mofi: defperate Defence, that unfortunate 
Monarch was forced to make his Efcape in a 
fmall Vefiel, and Straljitnd was furrendred, Tims 
the Swedes had abandoned all their Provinces in 
Gemany , and had not the lead footing left them on 
this fide of the Ealtick, being then {hut up within 
the barren Rocks of old Sweden. 


This 
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This is the true Account of the Statk of Swe¬ 
den at that Time, whereby one may be eafily 
convinced, that the Swedes were not in any Con* 
dition, to give us the leaf! Difturbance in Great - 
Britain . 

It would be manifeft Injuftice y to charge the 
Britilh Miniftry with advifing the Purchafe of the 
Dutchies of Bremen and Verden , who could not 
be guilty of any thing fo diredly contrary to the 
Faith of King William, and the Britilh Nation 
in general, to which they certainly had yet a 
greater Regard. 

Neither Ihould the Hanoverian Miniftry be 
blamed for this Advice ^ fince their Duty equally 
obliges them to have a Regard for the Intereft of 
their own Country •, and to have as little Refped 
for the Credit and Intereft of ours, as we ought to 
have for theirs : And as it is fpecially provided in 
the Ad of Settlement, that Great-Britain is not to 
be concerned in his Majefty s Adrainiftration, as 
Eledor of Hanover, fo it may reafonably be 
thought, that it would be very imprudent in them, 
to endeavour to impofe Falfehoods upon the Bri¬ 
tilh Nation, efpecially when they are calculated 
only for their Political Iriterefts, 

I lhall dwell no longer on this Subjed, than to 
obferve, that a little after this new Acquilitiori to 
the Eledorate of Hanover , there was a Squadron 
of Englijb Men of War fitted out, and fent to the 
Baltick , to ftraiten the Swedes } and a Procla¬ 
mation blued out, prohibiting our Trade with 
the n. I Hull not prefume to alledge, that the 

Foreign 
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Foreign Minifters influenced thefe Motions, only 
there happened an Accident at that Time, which 
would Countenance fuch a Suppofition, Viz* 
Sometime before the prohibition of Trade with 
the Swedes was declared, or any of our Englijh 
Merchants knew any thing of it • Advices came 
from Merchants Abroad at Am(lerdam y &c. to 
buy up all the Swedifb Iron they could find • for 
fuch a Day, the aforefaid Proclamation would 
be out, which anfwered exactly to the Foreign 
Advice ^ and afterwards, the Price of Iron was 
raifed almofl: double, to what it was before. 

It was thought ftrange at that Time, and gave 
fome uneafinefs, that Foreigners fhould reap the 
Benefit of this, which our Britilh Merchants knew 
nothing of, till they had bought up all our Iron, 
and the Proclamation was out: Yet the Paid Fo¬ 
reign Merchants knew every Step relating to this 
Affair j and had fufRcient Time to reap the Ad¬ 
vantages arifing from it. 

I (hall conclude with obferving only, that there 
was a Squadron fent to the Baltick , for two or 
three Summers, till the Death of the King of 
Sweden , and their prefent Swedifh Majeffies con¬ 
firming the Acquifition of the Dutchies of Bre¬ 
men and Verde?i, to the Eledorate of Hanover , and 
abfolutely renouncing any Right or Title there¬ 
to, after which, that Squadron was ordered to ad 
in Favour of Sweden , and defend the fameagainft 
the Attempts of the Czar of Mufcovy, 

Having now got thro* the Swedifh Affairs, I 
{hall, in as fhort a Compafs as poflible, endeavour 

to 
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to fatisfie my Countrymen, how prejudicial it will 
be to the Welfare, and Happinefs of Great Bri¬ 
tain , if the Subjects of any Foreign State fhould 
have the leaft Concern in the Britifh Affairs. 

EvePvY one knows, that the true Intereft of 
Great-Britain , is to preferve the Liberty, and 
Freedom of Parliaments; Advance Trade, Encou¬ 
rage our Foreign Plantations, and ManufadUres 
at Home; and to keep the Ballance of Europe even, 
without feeking to add one Foot of Ground to 
our European Dominions. 

But the Intereft of thofe Foreign States,-where 
there are no Parliaments, no Trade, nor Privi- 
ledges of Subjeds, is to enlarge their Dominions, 
which they cannot be blamed for, as being fo ne- 
ceftary to preferve them from the Ipfults of their 
Neighbours. 

It is likewife their Bufinefs to Cultivate a Friend- 
fhip with the Emperor, who confidering the great 
Power he hath lately obtained, is able when he 
pleafes, to turn the Ballance among the contending 
Princes, and States of the Empire; for having his 
Friendlhip it would be impofiibleto diflurb any 
German Prince in his Poftefiions, whether juft, or 
unjuft, but without it, none of them would be 
very eafy, unlefs fupported by fome confiderable 
Foreign Power: And this is the Reafon why thofe 
who are fo Zealous for their own or their Coun¬ 
tries Intereft; are always fo ready to come into 
the Emperor’s Meafures, and Aflift him in his 
Wars; which it is well known, the Houfe of 
Au(hia arc feldom free from. 


It 
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It is poffible this View of Great-Britains Inte¬ 
reft may, by the Ignorant, be mifconftrued as a 
Mark of Dilfatisfadion with his Majefty’s Con- 
dud; but none that know me,can furely be fo bate, 
as to charge me with any fuch unjuft imputation j 
For it is very plain, that the Parliamcnt,which fet¬ 
tled the Succeflion, had the very fame Thoughts 
in this particular that I have, by the Provifions 
they made in that glorious Ad, againft all pofli- 
bility of Foreigners interfering with our Affairs, 
who were not only therein declared uncapable to 
Enjcy any manner of Publick Office, or to have 
any part of our Legillature or Adminiftraton iri 
their brands; nor that Great-Britain fiiould be 
obliged to have any Regard ter his Majefty’s Wars, 
or Difputes of any fort, as Eledor of Hanover , 

Having thus, from my Zeal to his Majefty’s 
true Intereft and Honour,as King of Great-Britain y 
and Affedion to his Intereft, delivered my 
Thoughts impartially on this Snbjed; I hope f 
need not repeat my Affurances, that I have not a 
ny other View, but to ferve my King and Coun¬ 
try, having advanced nothing, but what was the 
received Opinions of our wife Predeceffors. 


It is well known, and worthy of our Obfer- 
vation, that the Whigs entertained, and not with¬ 
out ^Reafon, very great Fears of the danger of 
Great-Britain fro*n Foreign Councils, and that the 
whole Nation in a former Reign was greatly fur- 
prized, when only one Foreign Lady, viz. The 
Uutchefs of Portfmouth was created an Englifb 
Pcerefs, thereby apprehending, fhe poflibly might 
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influence that Prince to favour foreign Interefts. 
And if one Lady, in thofe Days, was capable to 
raife fuch Jealoulies in the Minds of Britrfb Sub¬ 
jects ^ what would a Shaftesbury , or the other Po¬ 
liticians of thofe Times fay, if they now exifted !* 
Hinc Me Lacryma ! This Parallel is a Purfuit too 
dangerous for the Pen of any living Hiftorian, fo 
that in Concert with the Painter, here, 1 mult 
draw a Veil. 

It is true, The Dutchefs of Portfniouth was not 
removed from King Charles II.the Nation bear¬ 
ing with his Favour to a fingle Lady in the Ho¬ 
nour he had conferred upon her, tho’ it was not 
without much grumbling. But it is as true in the 
Very preceding Reign, the King found it neceifa- 
ry to fend raoft part of the Foreigners, who arri¬ 
ved with his Queen back again from whence 
they came. And, we all remember, that the late 
Glorious King William, of immortal Memo¬ 
ry, was obliged to part with his Dutch Guards, 
fore againft his Will j fo ftrong was the Jealoufie 
and Apprehenfion even againft them, that he, to 
whom we owed our All, could not have the Li¬ 
berty to keep them about him, though he earn- 
eftly intreated the Parliament, and told them, his 
Guards were always ready to obey whatever was 
refolved j but he would take it as a lingular Fa¬ 
vour, if they would Jet them continue with him, 
having been about him fo long, even from his In¬ 
fancy: But yet this fmall Requeft was denied to 
that Illuftrious Monarch. 


I 
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I mud here intreat the Reader’s Patience to ob¬ 
serve, that the Englifo, who ever fince the Accef- 
fion of James VJ. of Scotland to their Crown, 
apprehended his being a Scotchman , might divert 
him and his Succelfors from their Intereft, and 
incline them to that of their own Native Country; 
Whereupon, from that Day, the Englijh induftri- 
oufly fuppreffed Scotland , and crufhed every thing 
that ever was propofed and fet a Foot for the Be¬ 
nefit and Improvement of that Kingdom} and have 
purfued that Maxim, with fuch Application, La¬ 
bour and Induftry, that it can be eafily made ap¬ 
pear, whatever was the Value of Scotland then* 
it is much lefs now. 

And we may alfo obferve, that fince the fa¬ 
tal Time, which was in the Year 1604, none of 
our Kings ever returned, but King James VI. on¬ 
ly once for a Vifit, and that a very expenfive one: 
The Scots prodigally extended their Generofity 
to the Nobility and Others, who attended their 
King thither, and Kins; Charles 1. only once j 
and King Charles II. in the Time of the Ufur- 
pation was banifhed England , fo that both he, and 
his Army were maintained at Scotland's Charge. 

From thefe Fails, if we compare Scotland with 
any foreign State, it may be eafily di fling uifhed, 
whether England had more to fear, from the fe- 
parate Interest, and diftind Views of Scotland ,, 
than Great-Britain hatii now, from the feparate 
intereft of other Confederate Courts. 
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To illuftrate the Companion, I fhall give fuch 
an Account of the Scctijb Nation, as may enable 
the Reader to judge accordingly. 

Scotland is furroundedby theSea on allSides, 
except on the Souths where it joins England ; 
which (ince King James VI, afcended the Englijb 
Throne, made it impofhble for them to extend 
their Dominions: And confequently, England had 
no Reafon to be apprehenfive of being drawn into 
a W3r, with any Neighbouring Prince upon their 
Account. 

Scotland had no Dependance upon the Em¬ 
peror, or any Neutral Power, therefore England 
could not be engaged by them, in any Foreign 
Quarrel for their Sakes. 

The Seat of the Government, being England , 
the Scots generally fpeaking, reforted thither, by 
which Means the whole Subftance, and Money of 
Scotland , hath always centred, and circulated in 
England fince that Time, and yet, all thefe Ad¬ 
vantages the Englijl) have had over us, and the 
Loffes and Damages we fuftained from them, 
were not fufficient to dilTwade them from their 
unreafonable Jealoufies. 

Before that fatal Year, 1604, the Scots had 
the Seat of Government in their own Country, 
which they had the incontroulable Freedom and 
Liberty to improve as they pleafed, by Trade, and 
fetling Foreign Colonies and Plantations, as Eng- 
land and other Nations do; they had always their 
ancient Allies, the French at Hand, and others 

who 
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who were jealous of the Englffi s Greatnefs, to 
Aflid them in all theirUndertakings,which would 
have increafed Scotland proportionally with Eng¬ 
land } no Country being more capable of Improve¬ 
ment) or better fituated for Trade, particularly to 
the Indies , than Scotland is. 

Before that time too, the Scots had vafl Pri- 
viledges and Immunities in France , even greater 
and more than any Native Subjed of that Nation 
was even capable of. 

A Scots Man was Enfranchised of any Town, 
City, or Corporation, as much as if he had Served 
his Apprentilhip there •, Scotftnen have poflefled 
the greateft Polls, both of Honour and Profit in 
the Kingdom j a Scotsman was Great Conllable, 
and Scotftnen have been Marfhals of France , the 
bed of their regular Troops confided of Scots Bat¬ 
talions, who had always the Pod of Honour,both 
in Camp and Garrifon, and guarded the King's 
Perfon^ a Scotfman always kept the Key of the 
King’s Bed-Chamber, &c. 

All which Priviledges are lod, ever fince the 
fatal Year that King James became King of Great - 
Britain, only fome particular Scotftnen, by their 
great Merit, have, even fince that time, fhined 
not only at the French Court, but at the Helm; 
Monfieur Colbert , a Scotfman , Prime Minider of 
State, raifed their Finances from poor mean Cir- 
cumdances, to the greated Height and Condition 
they were during the late Reign. So it may be fa id, 
the Wonder of France , and perhaps, of all Eu¬ 
rope, were Scotftnen , vise,, Hun I have jud now 
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mentioned, and the famous Dnn-Scotus , who firR 
brought Learning to any LuRre in France . 

To come clofer to the Point, I believe there 
cannot be the leaft Reafon afiigned, why any Fo¬ 
reigner fhould be better treated than the Scots 
have been y for to proceed with my Companion, 
take it which way you pleafe, or every way, I 
hope u is no difcredit to them, if I lay the Bal¬ 
ance will incline to the Scots-Gde, both from 
what I have already faid, and can Rill be advanced 
to the Credit of that Nation, who appeared very 
early in the Rolls of Honour, valiantly refilling 
the Roman Eagle , the Veteran Legions •, who, af¬ 
ter they had conquered moR of the knownWorld, 
were Ropt in their vi&orious Progrefs, by the 
brave ancient Scots , with a ne plus ultra * they 
are likewile found in HiRory vidorioufly oppo¬ 
sing the ancient Britons, Saxons, Danes, Formans, 
Englijb, &c. And by their Valour, often faving 
France, which muR othcrwife have fallen a Prey 
to its Enemies 5 they are alfo to be found under 
Guflavus Adolphus, recovering the German Liber* 
ty from the T hraldom of the Houfe of Auflria, 
and penetrating to the Heart of the Empire, par¬ 
ticularly at the famous Battle of Leipfick, gaining 
immortal Honour with Sword in Hand, driving 
the old Imperial Army, under Count Tilly, out of 
the Field, after the Germans, who had joined G«- 
Jlavus Adolphus, had run away, and left the Scots 
and Swedes to Difpute the Liberties of Germany 
with the Imperial Army, 
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Is this War it was that the Scots did {hew 
they could gain Vi&ories, and wear Laurels up¬ 
on the Banks of the Danube, long before the Bat¬ 
tles of Hockflet and Bleinheim } for then was to 
be feen the barve Scots Generals, Hepebum , Lef~ 
ley, Rutbwen, Hamilton , King, Eumfden, Stewart , 
the two Monroes upon the Head of their Scots 
Corps, carrying all before them, and aggrandizing 
the great Guftavus j no Rivers were capable of 
putting a flop to the Progrefs of their Arms, nor 
ftrong Towns to hold out againft them. 

We fhall alfo find them entering England, with 
an Army to recover the Liberty and Freedom of 
Parliament, giving Life, and animating the Eng- 
UJby who, till that time, were in a manner afleep, 
groaning under their Grievances in the Reign of 
King Charles the I. when they beat the Lord 
Conway and the King’s Army at New burn , and 
took New-Cafile upon Tine. 


After all this, I hope it can be no Offence to 
fay, that if it had not been for the Scots, Eng¬ 
land might have loft their Liberties at that time, 
and the Liberties of Germany had alfo been fwal- 
lowed up by the Houfe of Auflria, if the Scots 
had not diftinguifhed themfelves in that long Swe- 
diflj War, which ended in the glorious Peace of 
Mun(ier\ whereby the Power of the Houfe of Au- 
flria and the Popilh Intereft were much retrenched, 
the Liberties of Germany and the Proteftant Inte¬ 
reft perfectly fecured, and its Power increafed by 
being made Mliters of many Territories, and Po- 
pifh Bilhopricks, who were thereupon fecularized 
and given to them , I may be bold to add, that 
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if it had not been for the Valour of the Scots, 
there would not have been a Free Proteftant Prince 
in Germany , even at this Day. 

It is true, I confefs, that King James the firfl 
of Great-Britain, did too profufely confer his Fa¬ 
vours upon feme of the Scots , who did not wel- 
deferve them,particularly upon Robert Bier, whom 
he created Earl of Somexfet , but it is well known, 
the Englijh took this Ill, even altho there was no 
ihnding Law or Provifion made by them to the 
contrary. 

But whatever were the Motives to induce the 
Englijh to have fo ftrift an Eye upon Scotland fox- 
merly, there is not the leaft for their fo doiug 
now, fince after the Union of the two Nations, 
all caufe of Jealoufie is intirely removed j and it 
is farther to be hoped and wilhed, they would 
confider, that Scotland is as yet but in its Infancy, 
as to Trade and improvements, and therefore, not 
in a Condition to bear equal Burdens with a Peo¬ 
ple who are arrived to fo great Riches, Trade, and 
Improvements as the Englijh are, who could not 
have fubfifted, if they had, when in Scotland *s 
prefent Condition, been charged with the fourth 
part of the Taxes, which is now eafie to them,for 
to lay the fame Burthen and Weight on the 
Back of an Infant, altho it might be eafie to one 
of mature Years, yet it would crufii the former to 
Pieces:, and no doubt, but the Wifdom of the 
now United-Kingdoms, will have a due Regard 

to it. 
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If any body thinks I have bees too hard upon 
the EngJifi, or have fpoken with any manner of 
Spleen or Difrefped of them j I declare folemnly 
they do me a grofs Injury : For, tho’ our Country 
hath fuffered greatly from them,I fhall never blame 
them fo much for it, as our felves, on account of 
the Union. I know very well what a brave Peo¬ 
ple they have been, and how they have diffin- 
guilhed themfelves Abroad, efpecially in France . 
How they have had great Men who have fhined, 
both in Court and Camp, and Hill have fome, 
and therefore ought to be refpeded by all Nations, 
as truly they have heretofore been, and Hill de- 
ferve. 

I would only have them call to Mind how their 
glorious Predeceffors, fet even their Lives and 
Fortunes at Naught, for the Intereft and Honour 
of their King and Country. 

I come now to touch upon a very melancho¬ 
ly Subjed, which I will do briefly, with all pof- 
fible Candour and Tendernefs j for to enlarge 
upon it, and give a full detail of Fads, would be 
too dangerous for me, and give Offence, which, 
by all Means I endeavour to avoid. 

The South-Sea Scheme,and the fallacy and fa¬ 
tal Confequence thereof, are too frefh in Memo¬ 
ry to be forgot by any Britijh Subjed ^ that there 
was a pernicious and infnaring Defign, to deflroy 
and impoverifh the unthinking Part of this Nati¬ 
on, is too plain, it having appeared fo to the Par¬ 
liament. 
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It is certain, that there was a Secret and wick¬ 
ed Defign in the Contrivance thereof j and it is as 
certain, that there was a Screen drawn before fome 
grofs Offenders ^ for none were expofed and pu- 
nifhed but the Directors and Servants of the South- 
Sea Company, tho* mod thinking People believ¬ 
ed they were but Tools to others, who were never 
called in Queftion. 

I fhall not aver, that any of the Hanoverians 
were in this Contrivance, tho’ many People at 
that time ffrongly fufpected it, giving for their 
Rcafons, that moff of thofe People bought up 
Stocks very early when it was low, and had the 
good Fortune to fell out when it was eight Hun¬ 
dred per Cent , few or none of them were concern¬ 
ed in the Stock when it fell- But whether this 
■proceeded from any foreknowledge of what was 
to come, or from a more extendve Capacity than 
the Englifb were poifeifed of, is not in this Place 
proper for me to determine. 

Much about the fame time, there was a great 
number ot foreign Lotteries fet up, particularly 
one at Hn-borough, in the Country of Hanover \ 
which leemed to receive too much Countenance 
here, and contiderable Sums were drawn out of 
•Englijb Cafh to carry it on: Which at that time 
afforded Matter of Irrange Refle&ions, that the 
then Britijh Miniffry did not exert tbemfelves 
fvith more Vigour, to prevent the Ruin of this 
Kingdom* for a By-hander, who did not know 
the reafon of their inlolence, might apprehend 

they 
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they were aileep ^ or had their Attentions drawn 
to foine other Objed which was thought ftrange, 
when the whole Kingdom was in Tears. Widows, 
Orphans, and many others lamenting the Lofs of 
their Fortunes, the well - affeded dreaded alfo 
other fatal Confequences j fuch as alienating Peo¬ 
ples Affedion from the Government, and the en¬ 
couraging our Enemies Abroad to aflift the Pre¬ 
tender to make an Invafion upon us, which they 
had attempted fome time before, and had certain¬ 
ly landed, if Go D in his infinite Mercy had 
not fru ft rated their Deftgn, by difperfing their 
Fleet in a Storm. This was the unhappy State of 
Great-Brita\n y in the Year 1720, every Thing 
having a black and difmal Afped:, but when the 
Kingdom was at the JoweftEbb, and in a manner 
left without any Hope of Relief j the King was 
pleafed, in his tender Coinpaflion to his Britijb 
Subjeds, to recall the Right Honourable the 
Lord Tovinfoend to be Principal Secretary of 
State, and Mr. Walpole to the Head of the Trea- 
fury, towards the latter end of this Year ^ and 
upon the Death of the Earl of Sunderland, which 
happened fotne time after, Mr. Walpole was plac- 
ced at the Helm of the BritiJlj Affairs. 

So foon as this truly great Miniftcr had it in 
his Power to ferve his Country, he immediately, 
with the moft prudent Condud, invincible Cou¬ 
rage, and heroic BritiJlj Spirit, applied himfelf 
to Remedy, and put a flop to the bafe Incroach- 
ments I have mentioned 5 which in all Appear¬ 
ance, would otherwife have foon overflowed and 
deftroyed, as they had already leftened and weak- 
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cnedus*, in the Opinion of our Neighbouring 
Kingdoms and States. 

The firft Step he made in order to accomplifh 
this Great and Glorious Work, was to curb and 
keep within Bounds, the Infolence of Foreigners} 
which in a fhort time, thro* the Influence of his 
wholefom Counfels to the King his Mafler, he 
afFecled with a publick Spirit, and generous Re- 
folution in fuch a manner, as there has been no 
need fince, to apply to Foreigners of either Sex, 
for any Favour at Court, nor any farther Oc- 
cafion for their Tools and Brokers-, which for 
fome time has been a very beneficial Trade to 
thofe mean Spirits that would flop to it-, then, 
and not till then, began the Britijb Affairs to take 
quite a different Alped from what they had fo 
lately before j then began the Intercft of Great- 
Britain to be minded in the Cabinet, its former 
Splendor to re-appear, and its Rower to be dread* 
ed Abroad. 

I here folemnly proteft, I do not mention this, 
with any Intention of Fla'terv ^ of which I think 
myfelf uncapable, but from the true Principles of 
Juffice, and an unfeigned Senfe of Duty y that 
every B>iti;b Subject, who is not by ailed by Preju¬ 
dice, ought to pay to faithful Mimffers, who de* 
ferve it fo well, from their King and Country'. 


From their King, becaufe of debarring Foreig¬ 
ners from interincdling in our Affairs t t he Affec¬ 
tions of many thoufands of thinking People, who 

be r ore 
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before {rood amazed and alarmed, are now recon¬ 
ciled to him. 

This is certainly the greatefl piece of Service, 
that a Minifter can perform to his Soveraign j for 
by the removing Jealoufies and Fears (the two 
Parents ot Difaffedion) in a Subjed to his Prince, 
nothing can hurt his prefent Majefty, who Reigns 
in the Hearts of his People, He will always be 
eafy, when the Adminiftration continues in the 
Hands of the Authors of their Deliverance j and 
will alfo recover their Courage, and fet about the 
juft Means of enlarging their Trade, and the Im¬ 
provements made thereon j when the tendernefs 
of a Paternal Care proceeds from the Throne: In¬ 
fluenced and encouraged, by the Wifdom and 
prudent Condud of wife Patriots. 

The next Step we find taken by this Jlluftrious 
Minifter, was to put a Stop to foreign Lotteries, 
and particularly to fupprefs that of Harborovgh , 
which was narrowly enquired into, by the pre¬ 
fent Parliament, and to the immortal Honour of 
his Majefty, and both Houfes was fupprefled. And 
the Lord Barrington, the great Promoter of that 
Scheme, calculated to carry away our Money, 
and upon the Spoil of this Kingdom to enrich 
our Spoilers, expelled the Hoitfe of Commons, Here 
was a Publick Check to foreign Infults, and in- 
fatiable Avarice, and that very much to the Ho¬ 
nour of Great-Britain j thereby preventing the 
fatal Confequences of this Scheme, and the Igno¬ 
miny and Reproach that muft have attended it, 
had it been executed y I mention this Affair but 

briefly 
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briefly, becaufe the Proceedings of Parliament 
thereon, are on Record. 

It is with an inward Pleafure I ?epeat one Paf- 
fage I have obferved lately, very much to the 
Honour of theprefent Adminiftration. 

That when his Majefty as Guarantee of the 
Treaty of Oliva , in Favour of the Protejlants of 
Poland and Lithuania , did generouily, and like 
the true Defender of the Faith, in Conjundion 
with the King of PruJJia (that firenuous Aflertor 
of the Caufe of diftreiled Proteflants every where) 
and other Powers iriterpofe in Favour of the Pro¬ 
tejlants in Poland } and engaged his own Eledo- 
rate in the Quarrel, in the 1 reaty of Hanover • 
that generous EngliJlj Spirit, that conduded our 
Affairs, forefeeing that the Eledorate of Hanover 
might thereby be expofed to the refentment of the 
Emperor , and the fatal Confequences that might 
thereby have attended that Country, did with a 
Noble and Generous Soul, forgetting, and over¬ 
looking the Injury Great-Britain had received 
from the Subjeds of that State, in the Addrelfes 
of Parliament to the King, declared they would 
Proted and Defend his German Dominions from 
the Infults of any Potentate that fhould Attack 
them, upon the Account of this Treaty, (hewing 
thereby to the World, that they would Proted 
Hanover , when engaged in a Quarrel for the 
Defence of the Frotejlant fntered, or the Liberties 
of Europe, and to the Hanoverians that they wan¬ 
ted Britifh Afiiftance, to which they inull have re- 
courfe, in time of Neceflity j and be obliged to 
Great-Britain for it, as tho Great-Britain, I 

mean 
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mean its Governors had made ufe of one Expref- 
fion of Ajax to Vlyjjes , before the Grecian Gene¬ 
rals, who was Competitor for the Armour of 
Achilles (Sub Clypeo late & mecum contende Sub 
illo.) 

To thefe good Purpofes fuccceded that Noble 
Stand made by the Britifh Parliament, in Im¬ 
peaching the Earl of Macclesfield , whofe unpa¬ 
ralleled Avarice, Pride, and Notorious Corruption, 
in the Difcharge of his high Poft, are juftly re¬ 
corded, by the unanimous Vote of his Veers-, as 
moft Ignominious. 

For, as that worthy Manager Sir George 
Oxenden hath obferved upon the Tryal, the 
Commons could not fit fiill, and fee this great Of¬ 
fender Triumph in the Luxury of unpunifhed 
Crimes, without ufing their beft, and moft effe&ual 
Endeavours to bring him to Punifhment, and to 
make him an Example of the Juftice of the prefent 
Age, a Warning and a Terror to Times to come. 

I fnall add no more, hut that theGreat Seals were 
taken from him, and committed into the Hands 
of Commiflioners, and fome time after, were do- 
fervedly given to Sir Veter King, the moft unex¬ 
ceptionable Man of his Profefiion : (Eminent for 
his Knowledge in the Laws, his great Capacity,Pro¬ 
bity and Juftice)to the univerfal Joy of his Coun¬ 
try j whereby the Fears of Orphans being defrau¬ 
ded, or the Subjc&’s not finding impartial Juftice, 
are intirely now removed. 

I rnuft alfo, in Praife of the great and extended 
Views of the prefent Illuftrious Miniftry, for the 

Happin-cfs 
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Happinefs of Great-Britain , Obferve another juft 
Promotion,of the Lord Trevor s being made Lord 
Privy-Seal: This is a plain Demonftration they 
defign to bury the odious Names of Whig and Tory , 
which has for many Years been fo prejudicial to 
Great-Britfofti and its true Intereft: And that there¬ 
by it is defigned to unite all Britons among them- 
felves, by employing Men of exemplary Merit, 
without Diftindion of Party-Names* 

I humbly conceive this will prove of the grea- 
teft Confequence, and will, in a little time, make 
Us a happy and flourifhing Nation j for this be¬ 
ing accomplilhed, there will remain no other 
Names of Diftindion, but only thofe that are 
Friends to our prefent Happy Eftablifhment, and 
the bafe Adherents to the Pretender , which laft 
will make but a very fmall Figure, in Refped of 
the former, then fhall Great-Brit am be terrible 
Abroad, and happy at Home. 

I remember when I was at the Court of Han¬ 
over y in the Year 1714, I did my outmoft to in- 
ftill the fame Principle into the Hanoverian- Mini- 
ftry, as I have all along avowed in thefe Memoirs ^ 
but was furprifed to ftnd Baron Bernfdorf, and 
molt of that Miniftry, very averfe to Entertain 
any fuch Notion. I did not at that time dilco- 
ver their Reafons for it j but afterwards I believ¬ 
ed that they were then afraid, that in this Cafe 
there would be but very little Occafion for them 
in Britain whereas, othervvife they might at leaft 
exped forae Compliments from our Britifi Qua¬ 
lity, Which would no way be difplealing to them. 

Indeed 
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Indeed Baron Gortz was of different Sentiments, 
as being truly a Man of Honour, a fincere Lo¬ 
ver of the BritiJJj Nation, and a hearty Well- 
wiffier to its Happinefs: The doing this piece of 
Juflice to him, is all the Return 1 can make for 
his Affedion to my Country, and the good Offices 
he was willing to do myfelf. 

I mention thefe Fads, and the Importance of 
fuch wife and prudent Steps taken by his Majefty, 
and the worthy Patriots now at the Helm of our 
Affairs, only to raife up a dueThankfulnefs to our 
mod Gracious Soveraigo, and a juft Gratitude to 
our Illuftrious Minifters, who have given fuch 
remarkable Proofs of their Wifdom and Publick 
Spirit, in advifing and bringing about fuch good 
and healing Meafures, which gives fo clear a Dif- 
covery of their Intentions to make Great-Britain 
happy, which I hope is now in a fair way to be 
made fo by their Means, if not prevented by our 
own Folly, by going into Meafures to create fadi- 
ous Parties, to retard the good and glorious In¬ 
tentions of thefe our Deliverers. 

A Word or two to Great-Britain , and I have 
done j I humbly conceive the true way ro make 
one fenfible of a Deliverance from Danger, and 
create a due Thankfulnefs to the Authors of lr, 
is to ffiew the greatnefs of the Danger they have 
by their Means efcaped. 

/ 

I believe I might have been capable to open a 
Scene, that would have anfwered that End in e- 
very refped, but I defire to be excufed from any 
part that would have given Offence, which I have 

L care- 
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carefully avoided: But every judicious Perfon, 
that has any Memory, is capable of making fuch 
Obfervations, as well, if not better than I am: 
And, I doubt not, but all fuch, not prejudiced by 
SeF-lnterefl and Party Views, will truly believe, 
that the Compliment which was payed by the En¬ 
gl i(h Parliament to the Duke of Marlborough) of 
h : s being the Retriever of the Englijto Glory, is now 
with more Juftice, and a much better Grace, ap¬ 
plicable to Sir Robert Walpole. 

To give my Reafon for being of this Opinion, 
I conceive it will be proper, in this Place, truly 
and impartially, to relate the State of Affairs at 
the time when the Duke of Marlborough was pla¬ 
ced by Queen Anne, at the Head of the Army, 
and the Condition we were in, when Sir Robert 
Walpole was called to the principal Share of the 
Adminiftration of our Civil Affairs, to begin with 
that of the former. 

We are to obferve, That the Great and Glo¬ 
rious King William had refcued us from the 
Fears of Popery and Slavery, reduced Ireland , for¬ 
med and cemented a Confederacy, compofed of 
Princes of different Religions and Interefts, and 
taught us to Fight in fuch a manner, that be¬ 
fore the end of that firft War, he turned the 
Chile upon the French , and took the ffrong Town 
and Ciradel of Namur in the fight of their Army. 
He heat and ruined the French Fleet at that famous 
Sea Engagement nigh La Hogue , in fuch a manner, 
as they never after that were in a Condition to In- 
fult us in the Channel: He formed afterwards the 
laft Confederacy in 1701, which none elfe but 

himfelf 
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himfelf could have done} and finally, as his laft 
Will and Teftament, he brought about and finilh- 
ed his prefent Majefty’s SuccefTion to the Englft 
Crown *, he had a noble Army compofed of diffe¬ 
rent Nations, a little before his Death, who were 
ready the very next Campaign to receive the Duke 
of Marlborough at their Head, and look the French 
Army in the Face} and after this, the Duke never 
wanted brave Troops nor Money at Command* 
This was the State of our Affairs, when the Duke 
firft appeared in the Field, as General againft the 
French. 

Now, to give a true State of the Brit ft Affairs? 
when Sir Robert Walpole was placed at the Helm, 
which cannot properly be faid to be, till after the 
Death of the Earl of Sunderland. I muff confefs, 
this would be too dangerous a Subject for the Pen 
of any private Gentleman, who has nothing but 
Truth, and no Court-Intereft, to fupport him a- 
gainft the Refentments he would thereby draw 
upon himfelf, and therefore I mult leave the Rea¬ 
der to his own ferious Review of the fad Circum- 
Ihnces we were in, before the clofe of the Year 
1720, who, if juft in this, I do not doubt, but he 
will be of my Opinion, efpccially if the wife Mea- 
fures that have lately been taken, are impartially 
confidered. 

Having finifhed what I have to fay upon the 
foregoing Subje&s, if 1 be called to an Account 
for it, lean, with abundance of Affuranceadirm, 
That I am ready, with Pleafure, to undergo and 
fubmit to the Will of God, and whatever my 
Country (hall determine, either for or againft me. 

L 2 1 con- 


I confefs, the Publick would be at no Lofs if I 
were dead, and my Memory buried in Oblivion \ 
for I havedeen too much of the Villiany and Va¬ 
nity of this World to be longer in love with 
it, and own myfelf perfe&ly weary of it. And 
tho* with St. Paul I cannot wifo myfelf accurfedy 
yet I think I have Courage enough to offer up 
myfelf a Sacrifice for the Welfare of my Coun¬ 
try. 

If I have given Offence in thefe Memoirs to 
any of my own Countrymen, 1 fhall be forry for 
it, having endeavoured their Service, and not to 
difguft any of them by what I have written. 
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Account of the EMPEROR’S 

Eafi-India Company, 

Of its Foundation and Progrefs. 

W HEN I was at Vienna, Jnno 1714, nego¬ 
tiating fome other Affairs, which are men¬ 
tioned in the foregoing Hiftory^ Monfieur Leib¬ 
nitz told me. That the Emperor was fo much 
pleafed with the Zeal and AfFedion of my Friends 
for his Intereft, th3t there was nothing we could 
reafonably demand of his Imperial Majefty, but 
what would be readily granted, he added, that it 
would be of the lafl Confequence to the Hanover 
Succeflion, to keep the Emperor firm to our Inte¬ 
reft, and to negled nothing to keep him in the 
good Humour he was then in. 

The Emperor likewife concerted with Mon- 
iieur Leibnitz at the fame time, upon the bad 
State of his Finances, and inclined to borrow 
Money of his BritiJJj Friends, upon a Mortgage of 
fome of his Dominions, at an Intereft: of 8 per Cent 
to redeem another Mortgage the Dutch had upon 
the : ckfilver Alines of Hungary at an extrava¬ 
gant high Intereft \ which, he faid, my Friends 
need not doubt punctual Payment of both Intereft 
and Cipital, within the time to be ftipulated as 

L 3 faith- 
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faithfully as had been formerly done in Silefia 
Mortgage. 

Monsieur Leibnitz alfo told me, that the 
Emperor’s Cabinet Secretary was to fpeak with me, 
for tho’ he knew I had no Inftru&ions for any 
fuch Matters as borrowing or lending of Money, 
yet it was neceffary for the Service of the Hanover 
Succeffion, that I fhould endeavour to oblige his 
Imperial Majefty, and give him all the Encourage¬ 
ment I could, and wilhed me to manage the 
Affair when the Secretary came, fo as the Empe¬ 
ror fhould be pleafed with it, without bringing my 
fclf under fuch Engagements as I could not per¬ 
form notwithftanding. 

That very Evening a Letter came to my 
Hands, from a very worthy eminent Merchant in 
London , who was deeply embarked to affift his 
Imperial Majefty to carry on the War, and attack 
the Spaniards in the We ft-Indies ^ informing me, 
that the Hopes of the well-affefted in Great-Bri¬ 
tain, were very low andfmall from the News they 
had juft received of the Treaty of Baden s being 
finifhed, that both he, and many of his Friends, 
feared they would be forced foon to fly their 
Country, which they inclined to do, rather than 
fubmit to the Pretender j and therefore defired me 
to propofe to the Emperor to eftablifh an Ea(l - 
India Company in his Dominions, which, upon 
following fuch Privileges and Immunities as they 
fhould demand, they would nor only Tranfport 
themfelves and fettle there, but carry on a very 
beneficial Trade to their mutual Intereft and Ad¬ 
vantage, 


This 
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This Letter was enough to prepare me fora 
Meeting with the Secretary, who accordingly came 
the next Day, and told me of the Emperor’s In¬ 
tentions. 

I anfwered, That fince I left Britain , I had em¬ 
ployed my Thoughts chiefly upon fuch Things, 
as I believed tended to ferve his Imperial Majefty, 
and was furprized to hear, that fuch fine large 
Countries as the Emperor poflefled, yielded fuch 
{mall Revenues, which mud proceed either from 
the bad Management of thofe who had the Go¬ 
vernment of his Finances, or from want of Trade *, 
if from the fir ft, it was none of my Bufinefs, nor 
was I come there to accufe any of liis Servants 9 
but if it was from any other Cau r e, I fuppofed 
I myfelf at Liberty to fpeak my Though ts, and fo 
I told him, that if his Imperial Majeft\ deiigned 
to borrow Money at a moderate lntereft, he would 
do well to think of propofing other Security., than 
that of Mortgage upon Land which Merchants, 
and monied People, were no way fond of. 

I propofed to him the Example of Great Bri¬ 
tain , who had Credit enough all the World over 
to borrow what Sums they pleafed, upon Funds, 
arifing from Trade, for tho* they were at that 
Time above 50000000 /. Sterling in Debt, yet 
they had never Mortgaged any of their Countries 
or Land-Tax j the Merchants being rather inclin¬ 
ed to lend their Money upon fuch Funds, than 
Land Security. That it was nothing but the 
Trade of Great-Britain , and the Improvements 
thereupon, which made that Nation fo confide- 
rable, and its Credit in the World fo very good j 

L 4 that 
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that one (ingle Vote in the Houfe of Commons, 
had made all the Forces of the Empire March, 
and alarmed all our Enemies and Neigbours round 
about us •, and that it was our Trade alone had 
made us Mailers of the Sea. 

All which is evident from the Comparifon of 
the prefent Power and Riches of Great-Britain , 
with what it was in the Days K. of Henry VIII. 
when we had no Colonies nor Trade ^ that Great- 
Britain is now ten times the Value of what it 
was then. 

Whereupon I recommended to him, to fet 
up an Eafl-India Company in Flanders ^ that the 
Revenues and Cuftoms arifing therefrom, and the 
other infeparable Concomitants of it, might be 
a Fund of Credit to raife Money upon *, which 
would be a better Security to the Lender to ad¬ 
vance it than Land, or any other Security whatfo- 
evcr. That no Country in the World was bet¬ 
ter fituated for it than Flanders: The firfl Trade 
that ever was commenced to the Indies , being at 
Antwerp, which might have continued to this 
Day, had not Philip II. of Spain , by the Inquifi- 
tion, and other Oppreflions forced it, with its 
Merchants, to fix at Amflerdam . 

I propofed that the Emperor (hould grant a 
Charter to my Condiments, with the ufual Pri¬ 
vileges^ upon paying a Duty not exceeding 6 
per Cent . which would make it the mod conlide- 
rable Company in Europe } and would afford him 
iooooco Florins upon demand, as the Britifh 
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Eafl-India Company had lent the Government a- 
bove 3000000 /. Sterling at feveral times. 

The Secretary was very attentive, and thank¬ 
ed me for what I had faid, but for my Life I could 
not anfwer all the Obje&ions which they ftarted, 
even tho’ they teemed to befatisfied j for faid they, 
the Glory of the Emperor, which of all Things 
we ought to be mod tend-er of, would upon any 
badSuccefs, by unforefeen Accidents be tarnifh- 
ed forfooth, &c. 

Being provoked with fuch trifling Arguments, 
I bid Mr. Fury, whom I entrufted with that Af¬ 
fair in my abfence, tell them, that if fuch little 
Difficulties had been regarded in Great-Britain, 
when firft they commenced their Trade, they 
would have been in as poor Circumftances ftill as 
the Emperor’s Hereditary Countries. 

However I gratified them to obviate even this 
Objection, that they might delay the eftablifhing 
of a Company for fome time, and only grant Let¬ 
ters of Mart to Merchants to make a trial j which 
if they had good Succefs, would encourage his 
Imperial Majefdy to grant the Privileges demand¬ 
ed •, and then if they did not like it, they might 
give it over, which would fave their Glory, which 
they were fo very tender of from lofing any of 
its Luftre. 

Upon this. Letters of Mart were iflued out 
te fundry People, who all went to the Eafl-In - 

dies , 
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dies , and returned to Ofiend , loaded with Joy 
and Profit. 

Some will perhaps find Fault, that I was fo 
earnefl and inflrumental to fix a Trade in the 
Emperor’s Dominions j fo very prejudicial to that 
of my Country. 

I have this only to anfwer for myfelf, that it 
was contrived in the latter end of the late Reign j 
when my Friends and I apprehended the Preten¬ 
der muft inevitably afcend the Throne* which 
muft have certainly proved fatal to us, who had 
every way diftinguiftied ourfelves in Favour of 
the Illuftrious-Houfe, if we had flayed at Home, 
and therefore defigned to make f landers our Place 
of voluntary Banifhment,which we thought would 
not only intitle us to the Emperor’s Favour, but 
alfo enable us to live handfomely in a Foreign 
Land, that fo we might the fooner forget our 
Native Country. 

But, upon King George’s Acceflion to the 
Crown, 1 became very cool in this Affair j for 
then I thought all our Fears were removed, and 
fo I dropt my Correfpondence with the Imperial 
Court as handfomely as 1 could. 

I muft own, it had been very difhonourable to 
have aded any Thing to the Emperor’s Prejudice, 
to whom I fhall always acknowledge myfelf very 
much obliged j but at the fame Time 1 thought 
it my Duty to let King George know of every 
Thing I had done at Vienna } and for that end, 
gave a Memorial to Bernfdorf> to be prefented to 

his 
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liis Majefty, after he came to Great-Britain , not 
doubting, but proper Meafures would have been 
taken for the publick Good of the Nation •, but 
muft own, it would be an Injury done to the 
King, to think that he received it, and I rather 
incline to believe* that Bernfdorf induftrioufly a- 
voided to inform his Majefty of what was doing 
at the Emperor’s Court, fo much to the difad- 
vantage of Great-Britain , for Reafons belt known 
to himfelf. 

With Sorrow and Shame, I confefs, that our 
Britiflj Miniftry ought to have been acquainted 
with it, only that I had not then the leaf!: Suf- 
picion, but all Means would have been ufed by 
their Advice, to prevent fuch Meafures as had 
been followed Abroad to interrupt our Trade fo 
effectually. 

And fince I had a principal Hand in thofe 
Meafures myfelf, I thought I was obliged to find 
out another Expedient, not only to preferve our 
Eaft-lndia Company from the fatal Confequences 
of the Emperor’s new-laid Scheme, but alfo to 
make even that Projeft turn to our Advantage. 

For. this End, in 1718, I fent for Mr. Thomas 
Lewis , who had for many Years faithfully ferved 
the Eafl-India Company in an eminent Port, with 
Reputation, and fhewed him the following Scheme, 
who faid, he would lay it before Sir Gregory Page , 
to which I agreed, and was told afterwards that 
Sir Gregory defired me to meet with the faid Mr. 
Lewis, who Ihould have full Power to Treat up¬ 
on that Affair, and intreated Secrecy. 

Mr. 
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Lewis and I met feveral times upon it, 
fiut tn no purpofe, and at laft we were told, that 
the Company was playing another Game, which 
] feared would turn to their own Prejudice, by 
applying to the Emperor’s Miniflers • that tliey 
jiioyld perfwade his Imperial Majefty wholly to 
give it up, quite contrary to the Advice I had 
given them, and Tome convincing Reafons why 
tlj?,t Affair was to be treated upon with the Em¬ 
peror himfeif. 

J Jikewife feared that this Affair would take a 
quite different turn, to what they intended there¬ 
by j for by tliefe ftrenuous Solicitations, they 
\yquld rather heighten the Emperor’s Efteem of 
it* find that the Bills they brought into the Houfe 

a defigned Remedy (whereupon there palled an 
jtfk pf Parliament) would not prevent the Sub¬ 
jects of Great-Britain from being concerned in it, 
fjtq* under the Names of the Emperor’s Subjeds, 
agd thus, I am alfo afraid, our Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany have loft an Opportunity, which they will 
recover, the Qflenders and Others, concerned 
IP that of the Emperor’s, having found their Ac- 
£yupt of late lo ponliderably in it, 

^ftf.r all this, the Reader may eafily fee. 
With what Zeal and induftry- I laboured to re¬ 
lieve pur Raft-India Company from the Hardfliips 
the-y aye now under, by their own Negligence, 
\yhich if they do not take Care to amend, mufl 
Ijqon reduce them to their Primitive Circumltances. 

The Scheme I propofed, was this, that the 
Qump.^ny fhould fend a proper Perfon to Vienna , 
tQ procure a Charter, which I am fure might 

have 
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have been obtained, flay, even in fuch Terms ds 
would not interfere With the Regulations lii ilid 
Englijb Charter from his Imperial Majefty, to 8ilf 
Britiih Eafl-India Company, reprefcnting td hirnj 
that it would be of far greater Confeqdricfc fa 
the Emperor in their Hands, than many dtherg* 
whereby a great many fatal Accidents WoUld BS 
avoided, which moft Companies are fubjeft td af 
their beginning, and much Time and Experiee§ 
faved in bringing this to bear, which other Wife 
muft be loft, in an Infant Company* 

I offered my Service to the Eafl-India Company 
to go to the Emperor, if they pleafed, arid Under¬ 
took to perfwade him* to agree td every Thing 
that would redound to their Ad vantage,• wlfli 
fuch Arguments as I was fure would prevail,' by 
telling him, that the Dutch Would give hiifl sll 
the unealinefs in the Eafl-Indies , that Wa§ iri th'elf 
Power j that our Britiih Eafl-India Company bad 
a very great Trade already j that they wefe Ma¬ 
ilers of both Forts and Forces, fufHcient to prfi- 
reel them from the Infults of the Dutch j dr dnj 
other Nation, and that he Would find it very dif¬ 
ficult to manage fuch Schemes and Projeffs of bi§ 
ovvn, if he did not come into my Propofais, fa 
join his Company along with ours, as knowing 
that a long Courfe of Time would bring 
Advantages to his Door, which I then offered iiirfi 
at firft fetting out, and by his agreeing with us^afid 
putting it into the Hands and Management 6f § 
Company already formed } they would have fie? 
more to do, but iitcreafe their Shipping arid Fife" 
tories in thefe Ports, and make larger Cofitfaffe 
with the Indian Princes. 

An© 
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And to convince him of o,ur Sincerity, that 
that Baft-India Company had no finifter Defign, 
by getting his Imperial Majefly’s Company into 
their Management, to ad dishonourably with him, 
I would tell him, that they could immediately 
lend him 100000/. at an Intereft of 6 per Cent . 
to be paid out of the Duties arifing from that 
Trade alone. 

All this, and much more I laid before our 
Baft-India Company, with a Copy of the Me¬ 
morial I defigned to prefent the Emperor withal 
and told them, I expeded no Money till the 
Charter was procured, and even then I offered to 
leave it to their own Honour what Reward fuch 
Services deferved. 

I convinced Mr. Lewis, their Secretary, what 
Advantages would accrue to them. 

1. The fixing fo fmall a Duty as abovementi- 
oned to the Emperor, would be fuch a vafl: Pro¬ 
fit, as muft give them extraordinary Advantages, 
over all other Eajl-India Companies yet in Be¬ 
ing. 

2. They would thereby have a larger Mar¬ 
ket for all thefe Commodities * not only in the 
Emperor’s Hereditary Countries in Germany , but 
Italy , Hungary , Flanders , 6cc. would by this 
Charter become their Market, exclufive of all 0- 
ther Baft-India Goods not imported by that Com¬ 
pany \ and every Body knows what a vafl: Con- 
fumption of Eaft-India Goods there is in thefe 
Parts, where Pride and Vanity prevails. 

3. That 
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3. That this Union of the Companies would 
not only deprive the Dutch of a large Market for 
their Eaft-lndia Goods, but would check them 
from in'ulting, or offering to interrupt our Trade, 
as they have already done more than once, and 
are in a fair way to drive us entirely out of thefe 
Parts: Amboyna for that! But upon this Union, 
I believed they would fcarce venture upon fuch 
Practices again j for the Emperor being Mafler of 
Flanders , it was in his Power to curb their Info- 
lence by Land, and hoped it was hill in our 
Power to do the fame by Sea. 

4. That upon this, the Price of the Eaft-In - 
dia Stocks would rife confiderably, as appears by 
the late Union of the Eaft and Weji-India Com- 

1 panies in France, 

5. Br this likewife, would the Subjefts of the 
Emperor’s Dominions in Flanders , not only be 
prevented from getting Navigation into their 
Hands, which if they had, would be very preju¬ 
dicial to Great-Britain , but our own would be 
very much increafed. 

And laflly, by the Emperor’s having fuch De- 
pendance upon us, we fhould not only keep him 
our fall Friend, but fhould alfo oblige the Dutch 
to come into what Meafures we pleafed. 

Thus I have fincerely difeharged my Duty, 
and flvall leave the Reader to his own Refledions, 
being forry that thofe who were the principal 
Dire&ors of our Eaft India Company did not 
take Care to prevent this Blow in time * 3 for the 

Empe- 
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Emperor’s Eafl India Company will hive fuch 
Advantages over ours, as we can never retrieve by 
the vaft Difparity of Duties, which will enable 
them to underfell us, and deprive us of fuch a 
vaft compafs of Ground, as we can never exped 
henceforth to make any Markets in : Reprefent- 
ing alfo to Sir Gregory Page, that this Company, 
when it fhould be eftablifhed, would have another 
Advantage, as being fixed in a Country, endowed 
with Privileges and Immunities, where Liberty 
and Property is infured ; fo that it will be fettled, 
on as firm a Bafis, as either the Companies of 
Great-Britain or Holland , and will be much pre¬ 
ferable, even to that of France in this Particular; 
for whatever Freedoms and Privileges the Em¬ 
peror ftiall grant to them, cannot be liable to be 
revoked,or to fuffer any Hardftiips,as if it had been 
fixed in any other of his Imperial Majefty’s Coun¬ 
tries, or even any Nation under Arbitrary Go¬ 
vernment *, the Liberties of Flanders having been 
perfedly fecured, and the Subjeds in the peaceable 
Polfeflion of their Properties for a long time to¬ 
gether. 

That the Emperor was very fond of this un¬ 
dertaking, which the afliduous Solicitations of the 
Eaft-India Companies of Great-Britain and Hol¬ 
land had contributed to, and for that end he 
long ago declared his Inclinations to introduce 
and encourage Trade in his Dominions; being 
fenfible that nothing elfe hath fendered both Bri¬ 
tain and Holland fo confiderable, by inviting 
Merchants from all other Countries to fettle in 
his, and granting them what Privileges they 
Remand, nay, every Thing to facilitate and ad¬ 
vance 
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vance Trade' and Navigation • whereof Tennis in 
Iftria ftpon the Adriatick is an Example, which is 
now made a Free Port with all the Franchifes 
that Merchants can Defire • he likewife Favours 
the Proteflants , and, in fhort, omits nothing that 
may conduce to this great end, which alarms the 
Dutch , Venetians, &c. 

That his Imperial Majefty was conftant and 
true to his Word, which I had abundant Tefti- 
monies of, when I was at his Court: And all 
thefe Advantages are vaft Encouragements to this 
New Company in Flanders , which, no doubt, 
will he eftablifhed with the Emperor’s firft Con¬ 
venience. 

. .V 4 > , ’ % i 

It was therefore in vain for us. to hope he 
would proceed no farther than by. granting Let¬ 
ters of Mart to Private Traders, becaufe he can- 
hot anfwer his firft Intention, which moved him 
to grant it, otherwife. than by forming it into a 
Company, which muft be very valuable if the jftft 
Meafures, and a proper Scheme be followed... And 
confequently that Trade would be a great Preju¬ 
dice to the Englifu-Eafl-India Company ,, if the 
Charter fhould he granted to his own Subje&s. • 

We ought 2'ffo to be aware of fomething elfe 
that feems to threaten our Trade from the.Empe¬ 
ror’s farther Defigos, which, if we be not, will 
effect us very much, viz. His eftablifhing a Trade 
to Turkey , which was agreed to at., the late T reaty 
of Pajfarowitz, with the Grand Signior in 1717* 
v/hcr? our Ambaftadors were prefent as Media¬ 
tes, upon more Advantagious Terms than hath 

M been 
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been granted by the Port, to any Prince or State 
in Europe, which will bring itnmenfe Riches to 
his Imperial Majefty, conlidering the noble con¬ 
venient Opportunities he hath to convey Goods 
through his Country by the help of great Rivers, 
particularly the Danube, which is Navigable fif¬ 
teen hundred Engtijb Miles, and empties it felf in¬ 
to the Black Sea, where great flat bottom Boats 
run down quick, only by the help of the Stream, 
whereby all Goods can be conveniently carried in' 
to any Part of Turkey . 

That the Staple of Wool, was alfo once in 
Flanders : and I do not fee what is to hinder the 
Emperor from ereding a Woolen Manufadury 
there now \ whereby not only many Places in 
Germanyj Hungary, tkc, may be fupplied by the 
Rivers abovementioned, but even Turkey it fclf 
much cheaper than we. 

All thefe Things confidered, in my humble 
Opinion,we have not fo much Reafon to be alarm- 
at his Imperial Majefly’s turning his Thoughts fo 
much upon Trade, as either Holland, Venice, or 
any of his Neighbours. 

Ht: hath very lately formed a Company at Vi¬ 
enna, to carry on their Trade to the Levant j hath 
liimfeJf Subfcribed ioccco Florins, as many of 
his Minifters and Courtiers have alfo done, for 
which, a Court of Diredors is conftituted, and a 
Prelidenr named, to regulate that Commerce. 

H£ 

,* N 
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He is alfo endeavouring to engage the other 
Princes of the Empire, to Subfcribe for railing a 
Stock to Encourage that Trade j which the Turks 
are fo well pleafed with, that great Numbers of 
their Merchants are arrived for that end in the 
Neighbourhood of Belgrade : And when he grants 
Liberty of Confcience in any of his Dominions, 
efpecially in blander s , no Doubt, but the Dutch 
themfelves would remove thither, if it were only 
to be relieved of the great Taxes and Oppreflion, 
they are neceffarily under to their States, for their 
own Prefervation: The Reafons are very evident, 
as his Advantages by granting fuch Liberty will 
be very great, for he knows very well, that no¬ 
thing elfe hath made Amjlerdam fo Confiderable: 
And if Hamburgh had followed the fame Mea- 
fures, it would have been rather more- and it is 
alfo plain, that he is taking quite different Mea- 
fares, efpecially in Matters of Religion andTrade, 
and very probably will be found to be the gr.eateft 
Prince, having the mold juft, and noble Views 
of any Monarch that ever Swayed the Imperial 
Scepter fince Charles V. 

# , ; 

I fhall now proceed to give an Account, how, 
and by what Means the Private Trade from Oftend 
to the Indies came to be ercfted into a Company, 
by his Imperial Majefty, but previously I muft ac¬ 
quaint my Reader, that in an Audience, I had the 
Honour to have with the Emperor-, in 1714, he 
was pleafed to lay his Commands upon me, to 
have a watchful Eye on every Opportunity that 
might tend to his Service, appointing me a certain 
Canaile, whereby I was to communicate my Ad* 5 * 
vices immediately to himfelf, through the Hands 
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of one Confidant j for added he, when any thing 
comes to his Miniftry, in the ordinary way of 
Bufinefs, it generally takes Wind, and becomes 
good for nothng ^ but when he came immediately 
to himfelf, he knew how to make the proper ufe 
of fuch. 

In the Year 1720, when the MiJ/tJfippi Scheme 
had juft mifcarried in .•France j and that of the 
South-Sea was fo vigoroully carrying on in Eng¬ 
land \ I was informed, that fome EngUJb , and 
other Stock-Jobbers, were gone to Slanders , with 
a Defign to draw in the Marquis De Prie into 
their dangerous Meafuresj and having been al¬ 
ways an Enemy, both to the faid French and 
Eng!ifs Schemes, which I was never able to re¬ 
concile to my poor Underftanding. 

I thought it my Duty in Obedience to my Pre>- 
mife to the Emperor, to endeavour tv) ftop 
this wicked Ddign *, wherefore I went to Brnffels 
to prevent, if poflible, the Introduction of any 
fatal Schemes, unto his Imperial Majefty’s Domi¬ 
nions: Refolving, if I found the Marquis pofli* 
tive to Eftablifh a Company of Commerce in the 
Auflrian Netherlands , to offer him fuch a Scheme 
as 1 could anfwer for, both to the Emperor, and 
my own Confciencc. 

Upon my Arrival. I found the Mtrquis juft 
taking Conch to go to Aix la Chapelle for the re¬ 
covery of his Health' I immediately followed, 
and 'found him at Jvdoigne, where he prefent- 
ly began ta play the Statefman with me, for in¬ 
deed he was a eonfummatc one: So not knowing 

what 
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what to make of him, whether lie defigned any 
Company or not, I took my Leave of him, giv¬ 
ing him at the fame time, the Scheme I had com- 
pofed for the Emperor’s Service, and returned to 
London the beginning of September 1720, from 
whence, without any lofs of Time, I wrote to 
Prince Eugene of Savoy, giving him an Account 
of my late Journey to Flanders , and of what had 
paffed between the Marquis De Frie and me, 
and fent him alfo an exa&Copy of the Memorial 
and Scheme I had left with the Marquifs De 
frie. 

About fix Weeks afterwards I received a very 
prefling Letter from a Gentleman at BruJJels , de¬ 
firing me 10 make all the hafte I could to that Ci¬ 
ty, for he had fomething of very great Impor¬ 
tance to communicate to me: I thought 1 had 
done enough to difcharge my Promife to the Em¬ 
peror, and was unwilling to move any more in 
that Affair 5 therefore returned an Apology, and 
a cool Anfwer to the aforefaid Gentleman, excu- 
fing my not going over, but my Excufes could not 
be received •, for I had a fecond Letter, prefling 
my haftening over, affuring me no Excufes 
would be admitted; for there was a Perfon of 
the firft Rank, appointed to confer with me upon 
an AfFair which nighly concerned the Emperor : 

I did not obey this Letter, but at laft received a 
third, couched in fuch Terms as 1 could not any 
longer decline going over, 

1 

Upon my Return to, Bytffel^ my Cdrrefpon* 
dent told me, It was uqt the Marquifs De Prie, 
but the Count De IFinJi'fgratz, the Emperor’s 
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firft Commiflioner of the enfuing Congrefs of Cant- 
bray > and who was then at BruJJ'ells, and the Veit 
Marjhal Vellen , that had called me over, in order 
to Confer with me upon the Subjed of eftablifliing 
a Company of Commerce in the Aitftrian Nether¬ 
lands ^ the two Counts,and I,met accordingly, and 
after fame Conference, they defired me to form 
a proper Scheme for ereding a Company of Com¬ 
merce, and a Draught of a Charter to be granted 
by the Emperor, which they were to take care to 
lay before his Imperial Majefty, in Order for his 
Approbation *, withal, they defired I would keep 
my Bufinefs very Private from every Body, tel¬ 
ling me, at the fame time, that the Marquis De 
Trie was to know nothing of it? and that he had 
always been an Enemy to erecting of a Company 
in thefe Provinces, becaufe, thereby, he would 
be deprived of the Means of exacting, yearly, very 
large Sums from the Private Traders to the Eafi- 
Indies , for their Private Commilfions, which he, 
3 s Deputy Governour of the Auflrian Nether¬ 
lands, was authorifed to give out, 1 was thus pre¬ 
vailed upon to compofe a Scheme for ereding the 
faid Company of Commerce, and a proper Char¬ 
ter to be paid before his Imperial Majefty •, du¬ 
ring all which time, I could not forget the many 
Ungentlemanlike Treatments 1 had fo lately re¬ 
ceived from our Englifo Ea(l--India Company. 

I was fenfible that the Succefs of all great Un¬ 
dertakings confided in Secrecy j and in fuch a cau¬ 
tious and prudent Condud, as all the Art and' 
cunning of its Enemies, fhould not be able to pre¬ 
vent the Execution thereof, for Experience hath 
K ..... :• f V. often 
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often proved, that a Wound given to any under¬ 
taking in its Infancy, generally proves Mortal. 

I was aware of the Enemies of this Infant-Com¬ 
pany, but efpecially the Dutch •, who, I knew 
would flick at nothing, by fair or foul Means to 
deflroy a Trade, that interfered with them. 
Therefore in order to prevent their taking fuch 
Methods, as would in time deflroy this new Com¬ 
pany, I took care in my Scheme and Charter, in- 
duflrioully to lay a great flrefs upon the Eaft- 
India Trade, mentioning as little of the JVeft-In- 
dies as poflible, and yet enough to authorife the 
Company to put in Execution, what really I in¬ 
tended for their Service *, for what I had princi¬ 
pally in View, was all along chiefly in the Weftl-* 
Indies intending, the Ea ft-India Trade in a great 
Meafure, as a Blind to cover my real Defign, and 
to render this new Company’s Enemies fecure in 
thefe Parts, where I refolved they fhould make 
their principal Settlements. 

I was always of the Opinion , that the Trade 
which encourageth the confumption of the Na¬ 
tive produdl of a Country,and the manufacturing 
thereof at Home, the Exportations thereof to Fo¬ 
reign Countries, where they are wan red, and that 
which in Return, Imports thefe Commodities that 
are wanting in Europe, and the Baliance in Specie 
muft certainly be the only Trade to enrich that 
Country: And the Trade which Exports little 
or nothing but Bullion, and Imports in Return, 
only Superfluities to fupport Luxury, muft cer¬ 
tainly be Pernicious, and at lafl Fatal. 
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That the Dyteh Trade to the Eajl-Indies was 
really in Effed no Exception to this Rule} for it 
is to be confidered, that by their being Mailers of 
a vaft Continent in the EaJl'Indies, and having 
there almofl as many Subjeds as in Europe, thofe 
Advantages give them Opportunity to fend thi¬ 
ther, great Quantities of European Commodities} 
which prodigioufly leftens the Export of their 
Bullion, befides that, they are Mailers of all the 
Spice-Elands: ‘But the Englijlo and other European 
Companies, who have only a few Forts and Fac¬ 
tories in the Eafl-Indies, would be Grievances, if 
the Luxury of this Age had not now made this 
Trade necelfary. 

I was alfo apprized, that an Eaft-India Trade 
would prove more hurtful to the Emperor’s Sub- 
jeds than to the EngliJJj, becaufe the Erglifb have 
a vail extendve Trade to moll Parts of the World, 
and in moll of them, the Ballance on their fide} 
whereby any Lofs on our fide from the Eafl-ln : 
dies is infenfible, and not felt by us, whereas 
the EmperoFs' Countries have very little Trade, 
whereby fupplies of Money are Imported } there¬ 
fore I believed an annual Lofs of Specie ,. would 
foon empty thefe Countries cf the little Money 
they had Current among them. * ’ v 

For thefe Reafons I had iny Eye principally 
upon the Weft-Indies, and had pitched upon a cer¬ 
tain Eland, litua-ted pretty nigh the Spanifb- V/eJi¬ 
buti a Coafl, at prefent in the Poiiefiion of no Eu' 
ropxan Prince or State, and which none could pre¬ 
tend any Right or juft Title to v having an Ex¬ 
cellent Harbour, and capable of being made te- 

i » • . nable 
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hable in a little time: But knowing that nothing 
could be kept a Secret, after it had been prefented 
to the Emperor’s Cabinet-Council, and before a 
Court of Dire&ors, 1 took the Method I have 
mentioned, fince the laft Difcovery might have 
ruined what I intended ; which in few Words, 
was, that this new Company, under the Colour 
and Pretence of making two Settlements in the 
Eafl-Iridies , Ihould have fitted out a few Ships 
with a competent Number of Hands Aboard, con¬ 
fiding chiefly of Soldiers, Artificers and Amuni- 
tion ; with all Necelfaries, Provifions, and Arms* 
who under the aforelaid Cover fhould have failed 
to the Weft-Indies ,, and have taken Polfeflion of 
the aforefaid Ifland, and thereupon, fo foon as this 
Ifland was fortified, and made tenable, that the 
Emperor Ihould declare it a free Port for all Na¬ 
tions to come and Trade in, upon Payment of a 
fmall moderate Duty, and alfo for all forts of 
Perfons of what Denomination and Quality 
foever, to refort to, and live in unmoiefted, both 
as to Body and Effe&s, upon paying a Capita¬ 
tion Tax ^ which Ifland would confequently have 
been the greateli Magazine and Storehoufe of all 
theProdud of America, and alfo of Money,to have 
exchanged their Commodities for thofe of Europe 
efpecially thofe of the Emperor’s Countries, which 
would not have been in the Power of all the Go¬ 
vernors in thefe Parts to have prevented : Becaufe 
private Trade is not eafiiy hindered, when an 
Advantage is found by it; which would have 
been very great in this Cafe, becaufe it came from 
the firft Hand, fo that here would have been a 
Market for all the Linnen, Cambricks. |_aVcs-viufis 
that the Emperor’s Countries are able to pro- 
i . . * • duce 
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duce and Manufa&ure, and they again be fuppli- 
ed from their own American Market in Return, 
with the valuable and fubftantial Commodities in 
America, and the Ballancc in Specie. 

I believe all this might have been brought about 
without any great Expence, for by taking care to 
eftablifh an eafy form of Government, the People 
would have flocked from all the Neighbouring 
Colonies,who very often labour under Grievances 
by theOppreflion of many of the Governours jfor 
ft is well known, that nothing but the Severity of 
the Governours, forced leveral of the People, in 
thefe Parts, to turn Pjrates. 

What might have difcouraged me from pro- 
pofing this to the Emperor, was, the Oppofition 
it would at that time have met with from theS/w- 
niard: But having, for fcveral Years, carried 
6n a Correfpondence with feveral Perfons, who 
had travelled oxzvxhzSpanith-WeJl-Indies ,by which 
Means I had attained to good Knowledge of thofe 
Countries, and of their true Strength, and the 
Situation of their Affairs with the Indians, where- 1 
by I was in a Condition to fatisfy his Imperial Ma- 
jetty,there were at Jeatt forty Natives to one Spani¬ 
ard , and fuch irreconcilable Enemies to them, that 
they were ready and willing, upon the leaf! Occifi- 
on,to Rife.and join with any who would lead them 
on, and aflift them in overcoming their Tyrannical 
Matters,and difpofefs them at once. A Scotfman 
particularly, with that View, travelled all over' 
the Spa n ifo- JVefi- In dies , and was long con verfant 
with the Natives; This Gentlemen told me, that 
the Indians had allured him, that the Spaniards 

had 
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had trot yet di r covered the Eighth Part of the 
Mines, and that the Richeft were ftill concealed ; 
and that they would never make any more of 
them known to the Spaniards j who inftead of re¬ 
warding, continue to put them to the Torture, to 
Difcover the reft-, efpecially thofe of Gold, an 
Error which none but the blinded Spaniard would 
be guilty of: That the Indians farther allured my 
Friend, that if the King of Great-Britain , or any 
other European Prince, would take them under 
his Protection, and furnifti them with fome Ofti- 
cers and Arms for that Effe<ft, and allow them the 
property of the Mines yet undilcovered, they 
would freely give a fifth Part to fuch Prince fo 
protecting them,and work the Mines at their own 
Coft, in which Cafe they would ufe and wear our 
European Commodities, and pay for them to their 
Deliverers, at any Rate and that if they knew 
of better Mafters, with a fmall Afliftance, they 
would be able to expel the Spaniards out of ma¬ 
ny Parts themfelves, and that even the American 
Spaniards , were weary of the Oppreflions and 
Hardlhips they met with from Ol <\ Spain, and 
would make but a feeble Refliftance againft’ 
the Houfe of Auftrra : He had allured me farther, 
that if the Spaniards fhould attempt to difturb the 
Emperor in his American Settlement, ox European* 
Dominions-, he would want no mors to make as 
fuddena Revolution in New.S/w;z, as hath alrea¬ 
dy happened in Portugal ^ only to fend to New 
Spain a few Arms, Ammunition, Officers, and 
Manifeftoes, proclaiming Liberty, and Property, 
in the SpaniJh-lVe(l-In dies. 
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I believe no Body at that time had any Prof- 
pe< 5 t of a Treaty of Peace and Commerce between 
their Imperial andCatholick Majefties, or that a 
firm Friendfliip, and good Underftanding, could 
have been eftablilhed on the Bafis it now is be¬ 
tween them \ and having been always of the Opi¬ 
nion, that it was not the Intereft of Greater ham, 
thofe two powerful Monarchs ftiould unite theirs: 
I took the Courfe I have mentioned, to be an ef¬ 
fectual way to prevent it, and this would put the 
Emperor under the farther Necefllty of .courting 
the Friendfhip of Great-Britain-, whole Intereft 
alfo it would have been, to have fupported the 
Emperor in America , as well as they had done in 
Europe-, becaufe the greateft Part of the Advan¬ 
tages ariftng from this new Settlement and Trade 
of the Emperor’s, would have come into the Hands 
of the Englijbi 

I propofed alfo in my Scheme, to eftablifli a 
Bank in the Juflpan tsttberlan,ds , quite upon a 
different Foundation from thefe of England , Hol¬ 
land, Venice, and Genoa -, which I did not doubt, 
but it might have been made a very flourilhing 
one, and to anl'wer Expectation, and woujd hard¬ 
ly have been weakened in its Credit, 

Having thus given an Account of what I in* 
•ended, this 1 concealed for the Reafons above- 
mentioned : I prefented the Scheme and Charter to 
the two Counts, fo foori as I had ftnifhed them, 
telling them at the fame time, that there was a 
Necefhry I 'fliould explain myfelf upon thefe Pa¬ 
pers ^ 1 had then the Honour to give them \ but 
that 1 woujd not difeover the real meaning of 
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them to any but the Emperor himfelf, becaufe the 
Succefs of the whole depended upon Sectccy ‘ 9 1 
added* my Affairs called me to England , but 1 
would return fo foon as they thought it proper 
to fend thefe Papers to the Emperor* and that I 
would be the Bearer of them ihyfelf, in order ta 
difeharge my Duty to his Imperial Ma jetty j all 
which being thus fettled and agreed to between 
the afofefaid twoCounts and me ^ they gave me 9 
Writing under their Hands to Interelf myfelf 
and Friends into the equal half of the Capital 
Stock of the faid Company : So I took my Leave 
and departed from Bruffels, I arrived in London 
the 26th of March 1721,But I mutt return a little 
to acquaint my Reader* that when I was admitted 
at Bruffels, there came a Gentleman from Baris 
to that Place, Mr. John Colebrooke , who taking 
up his Loding at the fame Hotel where I did, lie 
found fome Perfons of Diftin&ion refort to me, 
and that I had in a manner withdrawn myfeif 
from ordinary Converfation : He being a cun* 
nine; Man, and perfeft Matter of the Art of Stock 9 
Jobbing • took all the Ways imaginable to find 
out what it was, I was fo much butted about, and 
at latt i found the young Man who was my Atna* 
nuenfn , had ufed fume indifereet Freedom with 
him I thought it was my bett way to make hire 
iny Friend, and engage him to me, fo calling Oft 
Mr. Colebrooke , I told him, after a little nectfwfy 
Introduction, that my Time had been iiitirely ta~ 
ken up, ttnee my arrival at Bruffels 9 in forming 3 
Scheme and Charter to be granted by the Etnpfi* 
ror, for ere&ing a new Company of Commerce JO 
the Aufirian Netherlands , and the Reafon of my 
communicating fo much to him, was, that by the 

Converfatiea 
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Converfation I had with him, I believed him ca¬ 
pable of being very ufeful in the praftical Part of 
Trade, to which I was a Stranger, as being only 
a Country Gentleman, and if he would be faith¬ 
ful to me, I would give him Opportunities of mak¬ 
ing Money enough to himfelf} which would be 
his true Intereft, but if otherwife, or if he endea¬ 
voured to Supplant me, and Abufe my Confidence 
in him, he would find Shame andDifgrace attend 
fuch Pradicesj for neither He, nor any Man but 
myfelf, knew the meaning of my Scheme, and 
there was a material Difference between the Letter 
and Spirit thereof,which would prove fatal to him, 
and difcover him to be a Cheat, but Mr. Colebrooke 
taking the deepeft Engagements of Fidelity, I left 
him behind me. 

Upon my Arrival at London, I found the Bri- 
tifli Parliament ena&ing fome Penalties upon fuch 
as fhould be concerned in the Trade from Offend 
to the Eaft-Indies • but this was not the only dif- 
couragement I met with, for foon after this, I re¬ 
ceived Advice from Erujfells , that Mr. Colebrooke. 
was playing Falfe with me, and had found 
Means to get himfelf introduced totheTwoCounts, 
and by his Art, and cunning Contrivances, infi- 
nuated himfelf fo far, as to be intrufted to Perufe 
the Scheme and Charter I had left behind me,and 
had Alfurance enough, to make feveral Alterati¬ 
ons in thofe Papers j whereby the Defign I had of 
preventing the bad Confequences of Stotk-Jobbing 
as far as could conftft with the ufe of Property, 
was intirely cut off, and feveral Gaps opened 
for Private Ends, which I had in mind carefully 
guarded againlf, taking all the Pains I could to 

unite 
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unite and cement the feveral Interefts of the Em¬ 
peror, as Soveraign, the Country and Company 
by-giving each of them the Means of finding of 
their Account therein, and in fuch an equal man- 
ner,as none of the Three fhould have any juft Rea- 
fon to Envy or Grudge one another their feveral 
Advantages, which 1 believed would prove a ve¬ 
ry ftroDg Foundation, for a Company of Com¬ 
merce which was every Body’s Intereft to Sup¬ 
port. 

Mr.. Colebrooke , being fluffed with thefe unex¬ 
pected Succelles,procured alfo,in a little time,him- 
felf to he intruded with the Papers, and was fent 
with them by the two Counts to Vienna , with 
ftrong Letters of Recommendation from them to 
the Count de Simzendorjf, 

I was very quickly apprized of all thefe Pro¬ 
ceedings from Eniffells , and very uneafie thereup¬ 
on ^ knowing well, that Mr. Colebrooke , without 
giving myfelf any Trouble, would very foon 
confound and undo himfelf, fo I«compofed my¬ 
felf, refolving to give Him full Liberty to 
follow his own Methods. 1 intended to give 
myfelf no farther Trouble in thofe Affairs, which 
had been fo very Troublefome and Expenfive to 
me. 

So foon as the News was fpread about, that 
Mr. Colebrooke was gone to Vienna, to procure the 
Charter from the Emperor, the Eaft-India Com¬ 
panies of England and Holland took the Alarm j 
for in the Month of October , 1721, Mr. Tho¬ 
mas Lewis , before mentioned came to my 

Lodgings 
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Lodgings, and had a long Conference with me 
about the Oftend Affairs ^ he regretted very much 
their Companies not going into the Meafures I 
had fometime before propofed, to procure them 
the Charter from the Emperor: I anfwered* That 
Alight eafily have been done, and believed myfeff 
capable of unhorfing Colebrooke , and of doing that 
Favour ftill, if I were not now rendered uncaps 
hie of it, by the late Ad of Parliament, which 
the Eaft-India Company themfelves had been fo 
very InduftfiottS to procure; 


He asked me if I thought there might be ftill 
any Means left to prevent the Emperor’s granting 
the Charter: I told him there was > and that the 
Offenders Trade to the Eaft Indies might be laid 
afide, and that it was to no purpcrfe to trouble 
him with it^ for there was no Dealing with his 
Matters upon a Gentleraan-like Footing nor did 
I believe I could have any Credit in ferving them, 
and that he himfelf knew very well how they 
had ufed me three Years ftnce, he faid the 
Cafe was changed, and that he really believed 
they would now ad more fmcerely, and gene* 
foully with trie than they had formerly done. 


He at la-ft prevailed with me to' agree to meet 
with two of their principal Diredors \ whereup¬ 
on I drew up in Writing my Propofal, and the 
Method how I intended to manage it, and the Ar¬ 
guments 1 would make ufe of to induce his Impe¬ 
rial Majetty to agree to a Suppreflion of a Trade 
from Oft end to the Eaft-Indies y and how eafy it 
was for me to difcredit Mr. Colebrooke . Mr. 
Lewis in a few Days came and carried me to tire 

Eaft- 
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Eajl-India Houfe, there I met with two very- 
great Men of the Company, in one of the inner 
Chambers, where, after the neceffary previous 
Difcourfe, Mr. Lewis read my Papers before them, 
which they feemed wonderfully to approve, and 
defired I would agree to go to Vienna my felf, and 
manage that Bufinefs j I told them, my own private 
Affairs called me to Scotland ., and it would be of 
great Prejudice to me, if I negle&ed to hallen to that 
Country, where an Affair of great Importance, to 
me, was come to a Crifis, and run a great Rifque 
of lofing it, if I was not very foon in that Coun¬ 
try : But, if they were refolved to fend me to Vi- 
enna , I would endeavour to engage a Gentleman 
in the Middle-Temple , who had been my Coun- 
fellor for many Years, and agree with him, upon 
reafonable Terms to go to Scotland to fupply 
my Place, he having a perfed Knowledge of my 
Affairs: But I told them, I expeded they would 
reimburfe me what Money I Ihould give him on 
that Account, which they promifing to do, I ac¬ 
cordingly, in a few Days, agreed with the forefaid 
Gentleman for one Hundred and Fifty Pounds for 
his Journey and Stay in Scotland , which could 
not be lefs than fix Months. 

In three or four Days after, the fame Gentle¬ 
men, of th tEaft India Company, and I, met a- 
gain, when they afked me what I demanded for 
thefe Services? I Anfwered, I wanted only to be 
indemnified, and to have, in Hand, a reafonable 
Sum of Money to provide a fuitable Equipage, 
and to bear my Charges till my return to London , 
and then, if I had Succefs, I would leave it to a- 
ny reafonable Man, to determine what I Ihould 

N deferve 
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deferve •, They agreed readily to this, and then 
defired me to ufe all the Means I could think of, 
to put a flop to the Charters going out, till I 
Ihould arrive at Vienna. 

I {hall not be fo Vain, as to fay my Means put 
a flop to it, but its certain, Means were ufed, and 
a flop was put to it. At our next Meeting, they 
told me, the Affair was laid before the Court of 
Dire&ors, and an Order given to iffue out Money 
for that Purpofe, and two other Directors were ad¬ 
ded to them, to finifti what was requifite at that 
time, in order to difpatch me, and defired I would 
be as quick as I could, in making the neceffary 
Provifion for my Journey *, which accordingly 
I did, and thereby run my felf confiderably in 
Debt, not then imagining I (hould, afterwards, 
have it to pay out of my own Pocket. At laft, juft 
as I was expefting to be difpatched, Letters came 
from Mr. Coleman , the Bvitijh Refident at Vienna , 
giving an Account, that juft when it was expe&ed 
the Charter would pafs the Emperor’s Hand, Cote - 
hrooke , all of a fudden, came under fome Difcredit 
at the Imperial Court, and that a flop was put to 
the palling of the Charter. 

The Eaft India Company, as I fuppofe, (ima¬ 
gining this had proceeded from fome other Mo¬ 
tives and Endeavours than really it did ) inftead 
of meeting with methemfelves,they fent Mr.Lewis 
to me, with my Papers, which they had in their 
Cuftody, and bid him, in their Name, Thank me 
for all my kind Endeavours to ferve the Company 
Bur, that now there would be no Qccafion for 
giving my felf the Trouble of' going to Vienna 

on 
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on their Account, for, that they had received the 
good News, that the Charter was dropped. 

Mr. Lewis delivered me this Meffage, and the 
Papers, with a deep Concern, telling me, that he 
was aihamed to look me in the Face. I anfwered, 
he had no Reafon to be fo, but truly his Mailers 
had ^ for they would find themfelves in a Miftake, 
and that by what they had then done, they had 
loft their laft Opportunity ^ adding, I would fpeak 
no more upon that Subjed, for, they had, to fay 
no worfe of them, ufed me Barbarouily, and very 
Unjuftly, for, that he knew I had never received 
one Shilling of them, upon any Account whatfo- 
ever, firft or laft. 

At laft, I found my felf obliged to make an A- 
pology to a certain great Man Abroad, and lay 
the Saddle upon the right Horfe. I lhall not in¬ 
fill any farther on this Subject, for every Body 
knows, that fometime after,the Charter came out, 
and the Company was ere&ed in the Auftrian 
Netherlands, 

It might be expe&ed, that I Ihould, in this 
Place, infert a true Copy of the Papers I gave to 
the Gentlemen of the Eafl-IndiaComyany, the 
Minutes thereupon, together with their Names 
who treated with me • but being truly unwilling 
toexpofe any Set of Men, or Gentlemens Names, 
I have declined it, being now much broke in my 
Health, by the extraordinary Fatigues, both in 
Body and Mind, that by thefe Means, I have 
drawn upon tne. I lhall not give my lelf any far¬ 
ther Trouble in this, but am refolved to put them 

N 2 into 
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into the Hands of two Friends, to do with them 
as they fhall find Convenient for the Publick 
Service. 

I fhall therefore conclude, with giving my 
Reader a fhort Account of the Fate of Mr. John 
Colebrooke , with whom it fared, juft as I had fore¬ 
told •, for he came at laft to be difcovered, or, in¬ 
deed rather he difcovered himfelf, to be what he 
really was, whereupon, very foon after the arri¬ 
val of the Charter at Bruffells , for eftablifhing the 
Ea ft-India Company in the Au(Irian Netherlands^ 
there catne an Order from the Imperial Court, to 
feize upon the Perfon, and Papers of the faid Mr. 
Colebrooke , and, accordingly, a ftrift fearch was 
made for him, but he narrowly efcaped out of the 
Emperor’s Dominions, fo leaving him to Travel 
in Foreign Parts, I fhall fay no more of him. 
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